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Учебное лингвострановедческое пособие Snapshots of Britain предназначено 
для студентов бакалавриата факультета журналистики МГУ им. М.В. Ломоносова 
с уровнем владения английским языком B2+ по Общеевропейской шкале уровня 
владения иностранным языком (CEFR), а также для студентов других гуманитар-
ных факультетов. 

Пособие содержит теоретический и практический компоненты, направленные 
на решение двух основных задач – ознакомить учащихся с особенностями полити-
ческой и экономической систем, а также быта и культуры Соединённого Королев-
ства Великобритании и Северной Ирландии и отработать основные виды речевой 
деятельности в контексте изучаемого материала. Пособие состоит из семи разде-
лов («Центр и периферия», «Монархия», «Закон и порядок», «Экономика», «Со-
циальный портрет», «СМИ», «Культура»), которые содержат как академические, 
так и журналистские тексты. Тексты сопровождаются заданиями на понимание 
информации, а также заданиями на отработку вокабуляра. Особое внимание уде-
лено дискуссиям, обсуждениям и дебатам, что позволяет студентам учиться выра-
жать свою собственную точку зрения по разным вопросам. В пособии содержатся 
задания на анализ текущих новостей по изучаемым темам, а также креативные 
задания, исследовательские проекты и презентации. Пособие может быть исполь-
зовано как для аудиторной работы с преподавателем, так и для самостоятельного 
изучения. 



Предисловие

Учебное лингвострановедческое пособие Snapshots of Britain 
предназначено для студентов бакалавриата факультета журналистики 
МГУ им. М.В. Ломоносова с уровнем владения английским языком B2+ по 
Общеевропейской шкале уровня владения иностранным языком (CEFR). 

Создание данного пособия обусловлено рядом причин. Во-первых, работа 
многих журналистов тем или иным образом тесно связана с освещением 
различных международных событий. Великобритания же вот уже много лет 
занимает на международной арене место одной из ведущих держав, играя 
важную роль в работе таких организаций, как ЕС, НАТО, ООН. Таким образом, 
мы считаем целесообразным предоставить студентам возможность изучить 
политическую структуру, экономическую систему и социокультурный уклад 
жизни именно этой страны. Во-вторых, так как иностранный язык не является 
основным профессионально-ориентированным предметом для студентов 
факультетов журналистики, страноведение, как правило, преподается 
в рамках лекционных курсов и семинарских занятий на русском языке. 
Подобный подход исключает центрообразующий языковой компонент, без 
которого практически невозможно создать полноценную картину региона. 
Таким образом, студентам с уровнем владения английским языком B2 и 
выше по CEFR предлагается курс лингвострановедения на английском 
языке. 

Учебное пособие подготовлено в соответствии с программой дисциплины 
«Английский язык» для студентов бакалавриата, разработанной кафедрой 
медиалигвистики факультета журналистики МГУ имени М.Л. Ломоносова. 

Пособие рассчитано на 2 семестра (не менее 120 аудиторных часов) и 
нацелено на достижение студентами уровня С1 по Общеевропейской шкале 
языковых компетенций. Устойчивый контекстно-ориентированный подход 
позволяет интегрировать и совмещать разнообразие академических и 
журналистских текстов, а также аудио и видеоматериалов о Великобритании. 
Академический компонент готовит студентов старших курсов бакалавриата 
к самостоятельной научной работе с материалами на английском языке, 
в то время как тексты, аудио и видео из современных англоязычных СМИ 
представляют достойный образец профессиональных журналистских 
англоязычных текстов. 

Первая глава (The Core and the Periphery) предлагает студентам 
ознакомиться с основами британской национальной идентичности, изучить 
особенности организации жизни в центральных и периферийных районах 
страны. Глава включает в себя задание на аудирование по теме разделения 
Севера и Юга, а также аналитическое задание на основе материалов 
британских медиа на тему основных текущих проблем периферийных 



районов страны. В разделе обучения письму студентам предлагается 
освоить один из форматов дискурсивного эссе “Проблема и ее решение”. 

Вторая глава (British Monarchy) знакомит студентов с основами 
британской монархии и политической структуры Великобритании. Теме 
монархии посвящены задание на аудирование, и задание на анализ 
медийных текстов. Глава включает в себя креативный компонент: 
студентам предлагается подробно изучить личность одного британского 
монарха, а затем подготовить речь от его лица и выступить с ней перед 
одногруппниками. 

Третья глава (Law and Order) посвящена судебно-правовой системе 
Великобритании. Глава включает в себя просмотр одного из эпизодов 
сериала “Закон и порядок” с выполнением ряда заданий, а также чтение 
рассказа Агаты Кристи “Свидетель обвинения”. После изучения материалов 
главы студенты самостоятельно организуют и проводят игровое судебное 
заседание. 

Четвертая глава (Economics) посвящена теме экономики. Студенты 
слушают лекцию по экономическому развитию американского экономиста 
Джеффри Сакса, изучают материалы о Промышленной революции. В данной 
главе студенты обучаются писать эссе с опорой на цитату. 

Пятая глава (Social Profile) затрагивает вопросы национальных 
меньшинств, роли женщины в обществе и проблему гендерного неравенства. 
Студенты читают и анализируют ряд статей на данные темы. В качестве 
креативного проекта студентам предлагается организовать ток-шоу на одну 
из предложенных тем. В главу также включено задание по проведению 
дебатов по вопросу национальных стереотипов.

Шестая глава (Media) посвящена СМИ Великобритании. Здесь 
представлена информация об основных газетах, телевизионных каналах, 
радиостанциях и новых медиа. Студенты выполняют разнообразные задания 
аналитического характера, а также задания по подготовке презентаций. 

Седьмая глава (Culture) посвящена вопросам британской культуры и 
языка. Глава включает в себя материалы об особенностях британской моды 
и стиля. Отдельный блок материалов посвящен различным британским 
акцентам и диалектам. 



Методическая записка

Пособие направлено на формирование следующих универсальных 
компетенций и общепрофессиональных компетенций, предусмотренных 
Образовательным стандартом бакалавриата МГУ: 

• осуществление деловой и академической коммуникации в устной и 
письменной формах на иностранном языке (иностранных языках) 
(УК-7.Б);

• владение иностранным языком для осуществления личностной и 
профессиональной коммуникации, в том числе в различных ситуациях 
журналистского общения (ОПК-1.Б).

Для осуществления поставленных задач в пособии представлены 
академические и журналистские аутентичные тексты, а также ссылки на 
видео и аудиоматериалы, тематически связанные с вопросами страноведения 
Великобритании. Письменные и устные тексты сопровождаются заданиями, 
направленными на проверку понимания содержания и отработку рецептивных 
видов речевой деятельности (поверхностное чтение/восприятие на слух, 
сканирование текста при чтении, прослушивание текстов с целью усвоения 
определенной информации, детальное понимание текста при чтении/
аудировании, чтение “между строк” с целью определения авторского 
отношения и т.д.). В пособии также отрабатываются продуктивные виды 
речевой деятельности (устная и письменная речь). Навык устной речи 
развивается через ряд коммуникативных заданий, среди которых дискуссии 
и дебаты, задания с элементами информационного пробела, а также 
доклады и презентации. Навык письма отрабатывается через тренировку 
написания академических эссе нескольких типов. Пособие также включает 
креативные задания и задания, направленные на исследовательскую работу 
и проектную деятельность. 

Раздел Core Reading содержит основные тексты по изучаемым темам. 
В каждой главе представлено от одного до пяти таких текстов. Тексты 
сопровождаются заданиями из блока Vocabulary Builder, направленными на 
расширение словарного запаса студентов. Изучаемые слова отрабатываются 
как через монолингвальные упражнения, так и через упражнения на 
перевод. 

Раздел Watching, Listening and Notetaking содержит видео 
документального и художественного характера, цель которых проработать 
изучаемые темы с упором на развитие навыка аудирования и составления 
заметок по ходу прослушивания. 

Раздел Current Issues Analysis ставит своей целью дать возможность 
студентам проанализировать изучаемые темы в контексте современных 
международных и британских медиа. В разделе Summarising студенты 



практикуются в изложении краткого содержания прочитанных статей. 
Раздел Discussion дает возможность студентам обсудить изучаемые 
вопросы со своими одногруппниками, тренируя таким образом устную речь. 
Раздел Creativity Boost предлагает пошаговое руководство к выполнению 
креативных индивидуальных и групповых проектных заданий. В разделе 
Debate представлены актуальные темы для проведения разных типов 
дебатов. А раздел Research and Present предлагает пошаговое руководство 
к проведению самостоятельного исследования на предлагаемые темы и 
презентации его результатов. 

Мы надеемся, что данное пособие позволит студентам получить глубокие 
знания по страноведению Великобритании, а также поможет им развить 
свои языковые навыки. 



CONTENTS: 

UNIT 1 The Core and the Periphery  .................................... 8

UNIT 2 British Monarchy  .................................................. 37 

UNIT 3 Law and Order  ...................................................... 61

UNIT 4 Economics  ............................................................ 76

UNIT 5 Social Profile  ........................................................ 98

UNIT 6 Media  .................................................................  130

UNIT 7 Culture  ...............................................................  153

Appendix 1 Debate  .........................................................  179

Appendix 2 Writing a Problem Solution Essay  ................ 182

Appendix 3 Extra materials Unit 3  .................................. 189

Appendix 4 Extra Materials Unit 7  .................................. 190



8

UNIT 1

Unit 1
 
UK: The Core and the Periphery

“We celebrate the diversity in our country; get strength from the cultures 
and the races that go to make up Britain today.” 

Prime Minister Tony Blair, 2 October 2001

Discuss the following questions with your partner:
• What do you know about Great Britain?
• How did Britain lose its empire?
• What has Great Britain contributed to the world?
• What is Britain most famous for?
• Do you like British fashion and music?
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The Core and the Periphery

 Core Reading

Reading 1

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions:

1. What is the difference between the names The United Kingdom and Great 
Britain?

2. What is the difference between the words ‘British’ and ‘English’? 
3. Which popular images of England are misleading?
4. Which country is Northern Ireland part of?
5. Which island is Northern Ireland located on?
6. What is the most homogeneous part of Britain? Why?
7. The idea of which land is charged with patriotic emotion, particularly at 

times of national crisis? 

A Sense of Identity
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, to give it its 

formal title, is a highly centralized and unitary state, and its largest component, 
England, has been so for almost 1,000 years, longer than any other European 
country. By the sixteenth century Wales was fully incorporated into English 
administration and law but Britain as a political entity did not emerge until 1707 
when the ancient kingdoms of Scotland and England were united. Ireland, which 
fell completely under English rule in the sixteenth century, became formally part 
of the United Kingdom in 1801 when, like Scotland a century earlier, it lost its 
own parliament. Ireland achieved independence in 1921, with the exception of 
six northern counties, which remained part of the United Kingdom. Yet Northern 
Ireland is not part of Britain, although the term ‘Britain’ is often used loosely to 
mean the United Kingdom.

It is widely assumed that the British form a relatively homogeneous society 
with a strong sense of identity, but it is an assumption that requires considerable 
qualification. Even after 300 years the terms ‘British’ and ‘Britain’, which are 
used for official purposes, can seem very artificial. In his famous Dictionary of 
Modern English Usage, first published in 1926, Fowler1 wrote:

1 A Dictionary of Modern English Usage (1926), by Henry Watson Fowler (1858–
1933), is a style guide to British English usage, pronunciation, and writing. Covering 
topics such as plurals and literary technique, distinctions among like words (homonyms 
and synonyms), and the use of foreign terms, the dictionary became the standard for 
other guides to writing in English. Hence, the 1926 first edition remains in print, along 
with the 1965 second edition, edited by Ernest Gowers, and reprinted in 1983 and 1987. 
The 1996 third edition, re-titled as The New Fowler’s Modern English Usage (revised 
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It must be remembered that no Englishman, or perhaps no Scotsman, calls 
himself a Briton without a sneaking sense of the ludicrous, or hears himself 
referred to as a Britisher without squirming. How should an Englishman utter 
the words Great Britain with the glow of emotion that for him goes with England? 
His Sovereign may be Her Britannic Majesty to outsiders, but to him is Queen 
of England.

For centuries it has been the idea of England (or Scotland, or Wales), rather 
than of Britain, which has been charged with patriotic emotion, particularly at 
times of national crisis. For example at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, Admiral 
Lord Nelson’s order to the British fleet read, ‘England expects that every man 
will do his duty’. In 1939 in Parliament’s emergency debate on the eve of war, 
one MP called across the Chamber to another who was rising to speak: ‘Come 
on, Arthur, speak for England.’

One should not be surprised, either, that Fowler wrote the words quoted 
above under the entry for ‘England’. If you look up ‘Britain’, ‘British’ or ‘Briton’, 
you will find ‘See England’. Many people call Britain ‘England’ and the British 
‘English’, as if Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland were merely outer additions 
to England. Nothing, it should be said, infuriates the Scots, the Welsh and the 
Irish more than ignorantly to be called English, or for all Britain to be referred 
to as England. They have their own distinctive identities.

Moreover, the idea of England evokes images of the Queen, the Houses of 
Parliament, Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London and the soft landscape 
of the southern counties of England. This is not so surprising since almost one 
quarter of the British people live within 25 miles (40 km) of London’s Trafalgar 
Square. But it also reveals that England as well as Britain is dominated by the 
south, and particularly the south east.

in 2004) was mostly rewritten by Robert W. Burchfield, as a usage dictionary that 
incorporated corpus linguistics data;[1] and the 2015 fourth edition, re-titled Fowler’s 
Dictionary of Modern English Usage, edited by Jeremy Butterfield, takes the same 
approach as the third edition (and only revised some entries). Informally, users refer 
to the dictionary as Fowler’s Modern English Usage, Fowler, and Fowler’s.
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The Core and the Periphery

(Wales)

These popular images of England are very misleading. The United Kingdom 
is a land of great diversity, partly in its landscape, but more importantly in 
the human sphere. In addition to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, the 
regions of England also have their own identities which tend to be stronger 
the further one travels from London and the south east. In Cornwall, in the far 
south west, there is a reviving sense of Celtic identity and a romantic affinity 
with their cousins, the people of Brittany in north-west France, persists. In the 
north of England, in the words of one MP, people are ‘warm, friendly, quick-
tempered and insular’. Communities in the north often have a strong sense 
of loyalty and identity. As one moves closer to London, community loyalties 
weaken and society is both more homogeneous and yet more individualistic, 
the twin characteristics of a highly integrated modern society.
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(Scotland)

Each shire or ‘county’, the administrative divisions of England created over 
1,000 years ago, still commands its own local loyalties, expressed in that most 
English of games, cricket. Even in the most homogeneous part of Britain, 
the ‘Home Counties’ around London (Middlesex, Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent, 
Surrey), people can still feel strongly about their county identity. The sense of 
local difference may be partly a matter of history, but it is also to do with the 
subtle changes in landscape, architecture or the way English is spoken. […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]

Vocabulary builder 

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.

• political entity 
• relatively homogeneous society
• distinctive identities
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The Core and the Periphery

• land of great diversity 
• reviving sense of Celtic identity 
• romantic affinity 
• insular
• a strong sense of loyalty and identity
• a highly integrated modern society

3. In each pair of sentences fill in the blanks with one and the same word 
from one of the words in the wordlist above. Is the meaning of the word the 
same? If not, what does the word mean in each sentence? 

1. 
a. He said when neighbourhoods are too homogenous, they 

get _______________________. People become suspicious of outsiders. 
b. Most companies have too many _______________________ people. 

They don’t keep their LinkedIn profiles up to date, if they even have one. 

2.
a. He had a special ___________________ with horses.
b. Diane Keaton’s ___________________ for wearing scarves and hats 

doesn’t pertain to fashion alone. Her signature style is for protection after skin 
cancer.

3.
a. But questions linger as to whether Japanese society, often described as 

insular and ___________________, is prepared to welcome foreign residents.
b. Peel and roughly dice the avocados, then add the remaining ingredients 

and mash them to get a ___________________ mass.

4. 
a. Brexiters want to dismantle Britain’s European ___________________.
b. But it seems that people become more aware and proud of their Scottish 

___________________ after leaving Scotland.

5. 
a. ___________________ and inclusion are core company values because 

they give companies a competitive edge.
b. Newspapers were obliged to allow a ___________________ of views to 

be printed. 
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4. Choose three words/phrases you would like to take away from 
the wordlist and make three sentences which are true about you or 
that show your opinion. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

Watching, Listening and Notetaking

PART I

People in the Midlands see themselves as more ‘English’ than ‘British’

 
That’s according to an exclusive survey by YouGov, commissioned by ITV 

News Central.
The poll found 33% saw themselves as more English than British, while 

only 18% said they felt more British than English. 38% said they identified 
equally as both. https://www.itv.com/news/central/2020-01-06/people-in-the-
midlands-see-themselves-as-more-english-than-british/
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1. Watch the video (min 1:20-6:00) and answer the questions:

1. What is the difference between seeing yourself as British and English? 
2. What is the difference in percentage between how Black and minority 

ethnic communities (BAME communities) and white people identify 
themselves? 

3. Does race play a part in how the Brits define themselves, according to 
Dr Robert Beckford? 

4. Does age play a part in how the Brits define themselves? What does Dr 
Robert Beckford say about the different perception of Britishness and 
Englishness? 

5. How is the sense of British patriotism changing according to Dr Robert 
Beckford? What do younger people prefer to say about themselves? Why?

6. How do women and men identify themselves?
7. What does a sense of Englishness give to a person?
8. What does Beckford say about the changing role of women in the society 

and how it influences their sense of identity?
9. Has the identity of the Brits changed? Has it become stronger or weaker? 
10. How should the notion of Englishness change according to Beckford? 

2. Listen again (min 2:25-6:00) and note the context these words/
phrases are used in

• narrow sense of Englishness
• authenticity 
• part of the tribe 
• inclusive 
• anxious 
• assert a sense of Englishness 
• white male masculinity 
• gains made by women 
• national sovereignty 
• convivial 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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PART II

What being ‘British’ means to the younger generations
https://www.itv.com/news/central/2020-01-10/what-being-british-means-

to-the-younger-generations/

 
Before watching:
1. Predict the answers these 11-16-year-old British young people 

will give to the following question: 
“What does being British mean to you?”
2. a. Watch the first two minutes of the video and learn what being 

British means to these young people. Is there any match with your 
predictions? 

b. After listening, note down as many things as you can remember. 
Compare your list with your partner. 

c. Listen again and note down the things you have missed.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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3. a. Listen to the track further (from 2:04 to 3:28) and answer the 
following question: 

How are the Brits viewed by people from around the world? 
3. b. Listen again and note down the context the following words/

phrases are used in:
• proper education
• stiff upper lip
• power
• take things for granted
• posh
• British dream

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

4. Listen to the last part of the track and make notes to answer the 
following question 

What are the best things about being British? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

5. Discuss the following questions with your partner: 
1. What do you associate being Russian with? 
2. How are Russians viewed by people around the world? Is there any 

difference in perception of the older and the younger generations of 
Russians? 

3. What are the best things about being Russian?2 

2 If you are not Russian, answer the same questions about your nationality. 
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 Core Reading

Reading 2

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions:

1. Which is the ‘core’ area of Britain, and which is the ‘periphery’? Give 
reasons why the core continues to be dominant.
2. Which of these two images, core-periphery or north-south divide, best 
describes the social-economic differences in Britain? Explain. 
3. Why have cities declined in population while towns and villages outside 
cities have increased? 

(London)

The Core and The Periphery

There is another way of looking at the country. Throughout history the 
centre of economic and political power, and therefore the largest population 
concentration, has been in the south of the country. 

By the seventeenth century London already contained at least 10 per cent 
of England’s population. The only partial exception was in the two centuries 
following Britain’s industrial revolution, approximately 1775-1975, when 
the availability of water and coal led to the growth of large industrial towns 
and cities in the north and Midlands of England. But as Britain leaves its 
industrial age behind, it is possible to recognize the older dominance of the 
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south, a result of climate, agricultural wealth and proximity to the European  
mainland.

One may draw a series of arcs outwards from London, marking an inner and 
outer ‘core’ to the country, and an inner and outer ‘periphery’. The pattern may 
seem crude, but it roughly describes the measure of authority and prosperity 
radiating from London since the days of Roman Britain. The periphery, particularly 
Scotland, Wales and the north of England, has always resented the power of 
the south and periodically has challenged it. During the years of Conservative 
government, 1979-1997, these were the areas of Labour Party strength, and of 
vehement rejection of the dominant Conservative political culture of the south.

The North-South Divide

If one looks at living standards and expectations in recent years, they clearly 
show that the south-east, south, south west, East Anglia and East Midlands tend 
to do much better than the peripheral areas. Precisely where the dividing line 
between north and south runs is a matter of opinion, but probably few would 
argue with a line from the Humber across to the Severn Estuary (the border 
between the South Wales and England). The south east accounts for more than 
one-third of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the United Kingdom. The 
north of England had the lowest average weekly wages, and the second highest 
regional unemployment level. Northern Ireland had the highest. 

Why do not more people move in search of work? Apart from personal 
reasons, there is a significant economic barrier. Housing and rents are much 
more expensive in the south, and there are long waiting lists for public sector 
housing there. Generally, only young single people feel free to take the risks 
involved.

There are plenty of exceptions to the view of prosperity in the south and 
of depression in the north, where many firms are making a great success in 
unpromising circumstances. The largest shopping centre in Europe in 1990 
was the Metrocentre in Gateshead, Newcastle, the achievement of a proud 
Northerner, John Hall. It is a symbol of the regional regeneration and rebirth 
of provincial pride that he and many other northern businessmen believe in. 
It is not only Northerners who believe in the north. In the 1990s Newcastle 
University was among the most popular for students. 

Leading Japanese firms have chosen periphery areas for major investment, 
for example Toyota in Wales, and Nissan in Sunderland. 

However, there are not enough successes to reverse the overall trend. The 
impression of a more impoverished north persists. The north of England had the 
worst school examination results in Britain. The north west of England had the 
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highest rate of births outside marriage, and the lowest proportion of 16-year-
olds still in school. In Wales over 20 per cent of the population depended upon 
some form of state benefit. All these facts indicate profound social and economic 
problems. 

Yet if one measures the quality of life to include other factors, for example 
neighbourliness, schools, cultural facilities, crowding, crime levels, tranquillity 
and a pleasant environment, a different pattern emerges. One must modify 
ideas of a north-south divide, or of core and periphery. Arguably the most 
attractive ‘quality of life’ regions are southern Britain, with the notable exception 
of Greater London, and also the south west, Scotland and Wales, three of the 
periphery areas.

However, the Greater London remains a magnet and has a character of its 
own. It is home to 8,5 million people and the workplace for at least another 
million who commute to the capital every day. Because of its sprawling suburbs 
of small houses with gardens, Greater London stretches for 44 miles (70 km) 
from one side to the other. It is a thriving cultural capital not only because it is 
home to some of the most exciting music, theatre and art in Europe, but also 
because of the enriching contribution of its many ethnic minority communities 
which form a crucial part of London’s hybrid vibrancy. Furthermore, London 
has all the architectural splendour of a once imperial capital. Perhaps because 
of its size, and because in many respects the London suburbs remain a highly 
urbanized network of villages, one will search in vain for the kind of loyalty or 
civic pride to be found in most northern cities. Greater London is too large and 
too varied to evoke such feelings.

Cities and towns

Eighty per cent of the British people live in towns or cities of 100,000 
inhabitants or more. Most of these town dwellers would prefer to live in the 
countryside if it were possible. People are moving out of larger cities, some 
going to the countryside, and others to smaller towns. In the 1960s London had 
a population of 8.5 million. By 1981 this had fallen to only 6.7 million but has 
now reached the point of 8,6 million again. Other cities, however, continue to 
decline numerically. Liverpool, in the north west, has suffered especially, as its 
location has compounded its decline. In 1961 its population was 745,000, but 
fell to 474,000 in 1991, and only lately has the decline ceased.

In fact, there has been a flight from the great cities by those who could 
afford to leave ever since the middle of the nineteenth century, when the 
industrialization made them such unpleasant places to live and when the 
invention of the railway made it possible to commute to the city from more 
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pleasant areas. Take London, for example. By 1914 most of the middle class 
and a smaller ‘service’ class had already moved to new suburbs which were 
engulfing the countryside within a 25-mile (40 km) radius. These suburbs were 
characterized by houses with front and back gardens. The British take this 
allusion to a rural existence for granted.

During the middle years of the twentieth century, the 1920s to the 1970s, 
mainly professional middle-class people started to move out beyond ‘suburbia’ 
into the towns and villages of the Home Counties. They could either afford a 
motor car or the rail fares and so could live in what were still quiet country 
towns. Places like Tunbridge Wells, Sevenoaks, Reigate and Redhill, Guildford 
and Dorking all acquired a new population of professional people who commuted 
daily to work in the City. Much of the countryside between these towns and 
Greater London was designated a protected ‘Green Belt’ in 1938. Other cities 
did the same, in order to protect their hinterland from uncontrolled urban  
sprawl.

In the late 1970s and 1980s the pressure to move out of London and its 
suburbs intensified. There were two main reasons for this. The most important 
was the steep rise in house prices in the London area. The other reason for 
moving was to escape the marked decline in the quality of life in Britain’s larger 
cities. In London, for example, traffic congestion and pollution made life much 
less attractive than it had been in the 1960s. Yet people still had to remain 
close to their place of employment. Since house prices in the Home Counties 
had risen to virtually the same level as those in London itself, people began 
to look further afield. For those prepared to spend up to two hours travelling 
to work by rail each day, it was possible to buy a larger house perhaps 160 
miles (250 km) or more from London, in areas around Brighton, Salisbury, 
Bristol, Oxford, Northampton, Cambridge, Peterborough and Norwich. Similar, 
though less pronounced, effects have become evident around other large cities, 
particularly the more depressed ones. Finally there was another smaller, but 
growing, category of people who no longer needed to work in central offices, 
and were either ‘outposted’ to lower cost locations away from London or, in 
many cases, even able to work from home, linked by computer or the Internet 
to their employer. […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]
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Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.

• dominance of the south
• proximity of the mainland 
• living standards
• to commute 
• sprawling suburbs
• vibrancy 
• to engulf 
• hinterland
• uncontrolled urban sprawl

2. Research the words/phrases from the list on google news, 
context.reverso or English corpora3 and choose two sentences for each 
word or phrase. 

3. Collect the sentences in one file and translate them into Russian. 
4. Translate the following sentences into English using the words/

phrases from the list.
1. Некоторые люди живут в сельской местности, откуда они ездят 

на работу в городские центры. 2. Статистика показывает, что за время 
пандемии уровень жизни большинства людей в нашей стране понизился. 3. 
Крупные внутренние районы страны по-прежнему остаются относительно 
недоразвитыми. 4. Зеленые зоны (green belts) предназначены, чтобы 
сдержать разрастание городов. 5. Пандемия охватила весь мир. 6. Маленьким 
городам часто не хватает оживленности. 7. Близость острова к материку 
сказывается на погоде. 8. Культурное и социальное доминирование Юга 
страны отразилось на идеализации сельской природы Южной Англии. 

5. Make your own sentence with each word/phrase which is true 
about you, your country or the world. 

3 https://news.google.com/
https://context.reverso.net/translation/ 
www.english-corpora.org
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 Core Reading

Reading 3

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions:

1. In Britain there is a popular desire to move into the countryside. What 
social and environmental problems does this movement cause?

2. What has led to the decline of village facilities and why?
3. What is endangered more by tourist damage, British cities or countryside?
4. Which evidence in the text supports the following statements?

a. The English countryside is suffering serious degradation.
b. The nature of village life has changed dramatically in the last 50 years.
c. Farming population has declined sharply since 1950-s.

5. What happened to the gap between rich and poor during the period 1979 
to 2016, and what were the main causes?

Town and country

It is obvious that, especially in the south and south east, the pressure 
created by the growth of towns along the M4 Corridor and other development 
areas, and by the increasing departure of people from the cities, has been 
particularly felt in the countryside. In fact it would be true to say that almost all 
of rural England has been affected. Large numbers of mainly mid-class families 
have bought cottages in the country, either to live in or to use as holiday homes.

This migration into the countryside has changed the nature of village life. 
Many villages today have a substantial proportion of commuters, people whose 
home is in the village but who earn their living elsewhere. This is in complete 
contrast with only half a century ago, when villages were much smaller and 
were populated by those who made their living from the country, primarily 
farmers and farm labourers. 

 Apart from traffic congestion, this migration has transformed the occupancy 
of the villages. Pretty old cottages have been bought at higher prices than 
most local people can afford. Local people on low incomes have been steadily 
squeezed out, particularly during the past 30 years, into low-cost or publicly-
owned rented housing on the edge of the village. A commuter-based village 
society has also led to the decline of village facilities. Forty per cent of villages 
no longer have a permanent shop or post office, 30 per cent no longer have a 
pub and 13 per cent have lost their bus service.
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Village geography has also changed. The pressure for housing has led to 
intensive infilling and expansion onto open land in and around villages. The 
county of Berkshire, for example, has more than doubled its housing stock 
since 1960. Reading, Wokingham and Bracknell have all expanded so that they 
almost form one single conurbation. 

The pressure of people is also felt through tourism, in areas which receive 
large numbers of visitors during the summer. 

(The Lake District)

Two notable areas in danger are the Lake District, first made famous in the 
nineteenth century by the great romantic poet William Wordsworth, and the 
Peak District in the Pennines, which runs between Lancashire, Derbyshire and 
Yorkshire. National parks in Britain are significantly different from those in most 
European countries because they are already man-modified landscapes. Many 
of the landscapes now run the risk of development as leisure facilities. Britain 
faces a major crisis in tourist damage both in its cities and countryside. The 
sheer numbers of people wishing to visit Canterbury Cathedral or to walk the 
Pennine Way are literally wearing these facilities away.

The countryside probably also faces more systematic exploitation than in any 
other country in Western Europe. The English countryside has changed more in 
the past 40 years than in the previous 400 years. The main threat comes from 
farming. The pressure to improve yields, which rose from 4.37 tons per hectare 
in 1973 to 7 tons by 2016, has had a damaging effect on the countryside 
and the structure of farming. This pressure has led to increased capitalization 
and mechanization, and this in turn has led to the disappearance of smaller, 
less profitable farms in favour of much larger enterprises. The concentration 
of farmland in a few wealthy hands is a particularly British phenomenon. The 
average farm in Britain is much larger than in any other Western European 
country. 
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Intensive large-scale farming has changed the traditional landscape in 
many parts of England. In order to make maximum use of mechanization many 
farmers have torn up thousands of the hedgerows that characterized the English 
landscape. Well over 100,000 miles of hedges – enough to encircle the world 
four times – have been removed since 1947. Some East Anglian fields are now 
500 acres in size. Half the country’s ancient lowland woods have been cleared 
for farmland since 1945. In addition, the intensive use of chemical fertilizers 
has led to substantial pollution of rivers, and the destruction of fish and other 
wildlife. By the late 2010s there was growing concern at the degradation of the 
countryside. A vigorous nature conservation lobby, rivalled possibly only by that 
in Holland, is now actively challenging those responsible for the progressive 
degradation of the countryside.

Modern agricultural methods have also led to a sharp decline in the farming 
population. In 1946 there were 739,000 full-time agricultural workers. Only 
190,000 are left. One Cambridgeshire farmer, for example, today employs only 
six people where his father employed 85, yet manages to produce twice as 
much. It is unlikely that farmers will return to previous methods, either by 
restoring hedgerows or by reducing the use of chemical fertilizers. […]

Rich and poor

What happened to half a million farm labourers? Many sought other unskilled 
or semiskilled work, some in nearby towns. Because of their very low income 
many found it almost impossible to move to town. Others have found it impossible 
to find work. The countryside remains an area of high unemployment, and over 
one-quarter of all rural households live in comparative poverty. 

The total number of those living in poverty has also grown. During the 
period from 1979 to 2016 the number of people living on less than half the 
national average income increased from roughly one-tenth to one-third of the 
whole population. In fact poverty seems to have increased more rapidly than 
elsewhere in the European Community. While the number of seriously poor 
people has undoubtedly increased, the remaining 70 per cent of the population 
are substantially wealthier than they were in 1979. The real problem is the 
gap which is now greater than at any point since 1939 and is continuing to 
grow. There is now a growing belief that society as a whole would benefit both 
economically and socially from the elimination of acute poverty.

Britain’s diversity is, therefore, a good deal more complex than the range 
of pleasures of touristic London, the variety of the landscape, or quaint cultural 
features like Scottish bagpipes, Welsh harps and northern brass bands. During 
the closing years of the twentieth century the physical landscape has changed 
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rapidly as a result of economic and social change. So have the people. Although 
these have been discussed in contrasting terms, north and south, town and 
country, rich and poor and so forth, it will be clear that these themes interact. 
It is not possible to look at the comparative prosperity of the south without 
considering its implications for the countryside, or for the decaying cores of 
its cities. Nor is it possible to consider, for example, the unfortunate impact of 
modern farming without seeing it in the context of a highly integrated modern 
society. In many respects the British people find themselves caught between their 
idealized view of Britain and its institutions and the less comfortable realities at 
the beginning of the twenty-first century. But in facing these dilemmas a more 
dynamic and cohesive society seems to be emerging after more than fifty years 
of self-doubt. […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• traffic congestion 
• people on low incomes
• to squeeze out
• leisure facilities
• enterprise 
• rural households
• elimination of acute poverty 
• dynamic and cohesive society
2. Research the words/phrases from the list on google news, 

context.reverso or English corpora4 and choose two sentences for each 
word or phrase. 

3. Collect the sentences in one file and translate them into Russian. 
4. Translate the following sentences into English using the words/

phrases from the list.
1. Фермерство имеет особенно большое значение для сельских 

домохозяйств. 2. Стива Джобса вытеснили из его собственной компании, 
и ему пришлось уйти. 3. В рамках программы социальной помощи людям 
с низкими доходами может быть предоставлено жилье. 4. Новый отель 
предлагает превосходные условия для отдыха. 5. В час пик в центре города 
часто возникают дорожные заторы. 6. В этой программе принимают участие 
как государственные, так и частные предприятия. 7. Необходимое условие 

4 https://news.google.com/
https://context.reverso.net/translation/
www.english-corpora.org
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для преодоления крайней нищеты – более эффективная организация 
сельского хозяйства. 8. Построение сплоченного общества – общая 
обязанность всех живущих в нем людей. 

5. Make your own sentence with each word/phrase which is true 
about you, your country or the world. 

Watching, Listening and Notetaking

Does the North-South divide still exist?
Watch our new podcast From The North | ITV News
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3NEKSlzP_Y

 
The guests of the podcast are: Helen Pidd, North of England Editor, the 

Guardian; Broadcaster Terry Christian, Jessica Bowles, the Northern Powerhouse 
Partnership.

1. Listen and make notes to answer the following questions: 
1. What is the North-South divide, according to each participant? (min 0:00-3:45)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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In the next part of the speech the Northern Powerhouse is mentioned. 
Before listening further read the following definition of the Northern 
Powerhouse. 

The Northern Powerhouse is a proposal to boost economic growth in 
the North of England by 2010–15 coalition government and 2015–2017 
Conservative government in the United Kingdom, particularly in the «Core 
Cities «of Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield, Hull and Newcastle. The 
proposal is based on the benefits of agglomeration and aims to reposition 
the British economy away from London and the South East 1.

2. Listen to the net piece (min 3:45-7:00) and say what the participants 
say about the Northern Powerhouse. What context are the following words used 
in: life expectancy, the Northern Poorhouse, buzz word, Tory, get votes, coal 
mines, Transport for the North, guff, privatise, leeching money off (them), food 
banks.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

In the next part of the speech they mention HS2. Before listening 
further read what HS2 is:

High Speed 2 (HS2) is a partly planned high speed railway in the United 
Kingdom with its first phase in the early stages of construction, the second 
phase yet to receive full approval and the third subject to merging with 
Northern Powerhouse Rail.2
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3. Listen to the next part (min 7:00-11:45). What do the participants say 
about transport in Great Britain? What do they say about HS2? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

4. (11:45-13:40) “Do you think we have gone far enough in terms of bringing 
in the towns and villages?” Which cities and towns are mentioned and why?  
In which context is the word ‘archaic’ used?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

5. (13:45-17:30) Do you see the Brexit as a vote against Parliament, against 
London rather than necessarily a vote against the EU? (In what context does 
Terry Christian mention toothache? Tumbleweed?)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

6. Do you think Parliament should be moved to some other place? (min 
17:30- 19:20)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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7. Are more people now starting to see the North as an option? Are we at a 
turning point as London has lost some of its glamour and some of its glitz? (min 
19:10 – 20:38)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

8. What does Helen Pidd say about moving to Manchester? (min 20:40-
21:55)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

9. What does Terry Christian say about living in the North? In what context 
are the British bands like Oasis and Stone Roses mentioned? (min 21:50-23:40)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

10. What is discussed in the final part of the conversation? (min 23:40-to 
the end)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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Discussion

1. Read the following quotes from the podcast and discuss the 
questions below with your partner. 

“Too many people making the news and reporting on the news live in London 
and that really affects their world view. Sometimes it just feels like a different 
country down there.”

“There is a lack of visibility that people in London have about what’s going 
on across the country. “

1. Compare the situation in the UK and in Russia. Can you say the same 
about Moscow? Prove your point. 

2. Are there any marked regional differences in your country? If so, are they 
similar to those in Britain? 

3. Are there other kinds of divisions in your country which do not apply in Britain?

Summarising

Summarise the podcast in around 300-350 words. Use your notes. 
You may choose to include direct quotes in your summary to reinforce 
a particular statement. 

Current Issues Analysis 

1. Read the following articles about the flood-stricken communities 
in the North of England and Boris Johnson’s reaction to the catastrophe. 
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2. Answer the following questions:
1. Why was Johnson criticized? 
2. What was inconsistent about his behaviour? 
3. What was the official response to the criticism? 

3. Highlight catastrophe-related lexis in all the articles. 
1. https://metro.co.uk/2020/02/23/boris-johnson-still-not-visited-communities-

devastated-floods-12287292/
2. https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/boris-johnson-floods-storm-dennis-

chevening_uk_5e4fc896c5b629695f5927ef?guccounter=1
3. https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/uk-news/boris-johnson-

flooding-visit-storms-17805120

Video:
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/video/2019/nov/13/boris-johnson-

heckled-visit-flood-hit-yorkshire-town-video

Listening, note-taking and summarising
Storm Dennis: “Where’s Boris Johnson?” Angry flooded York 

residents slam the PM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_WD9dLIe2M

1. Watch the video and take notes on what the people in the street 
opinion survey say about Johnson’s reaction to the floods in the North. 
(You may need to listen multiple times due to specific accents)

2. Use your notes to write a summary of the opinion survey.  
(150 words)

Use the following phrases in your summary:
• The majority of respondents agree/disagree/are neutral about… 
• According to one respondent/some respondents…. 
• To claim/state that…
• To be satisfied/dissatisfied with
• To be critical about

Analysing opinion 

Opinion: Boris Johnson must show compassion to flood victims
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/opinion/18259190.opinion-boris-

johnson-must-show-compassion-flood-victims/
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1. Answer the following questions: 
1. What is Aberfan and what context is it mentioned in? 
2. Which advice given to the Queen in relation to Aberfan by her private 

secretary was not the best one? 
3. Why does the writer devote the article lead to Aberfan? How does it 

relate to the topic of the article? 
4. What did people expect from Johnson’s visit? Why was it important for 

them? 
5. What is the Bible quote used for in the article? 
6. What is the writer’s general attitudes towards a. The Queen, b. Boris 

Johnson? Provide lexical proof from the article. 

Vocabulary builder

1. Look through all the texts in the section and make one wordlist 
of catastrophe-related lexis in the articles: e.g. severe flooding, extreme 
weather, flood-affected areas

2. Summarize the articles you have read using at least 10 phrases 
from your wordlist. 

3. Write a short text expressing your own opinion on the topic using 
at least 10 phrases from your wordlist.

Debate 

1. Form two teams with a leader for each team. Research and debate 
the topic. 

• Resolved: It is important for top-ranking government officials to visit 
emergency zones.

Study Appendix 1 before debating.

Research and Present
1. Do Internet research to find current information on one of the 

topics listed below.
2. Present your findings in class.

Guidelines: 
a. Find, read and analyse at least five articles/materials on your issue. 
b. Collect them all in one file. 
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c. Make a wordlist of 20+ words/phrases which form a lexical field of your 
topic. If you use quizlet5 as a vocabulary learning tool, make a quizlet set.

d. Summarise and compare the information of all the materials in writing 
(300+ words) using words from your wordlist. 

e. Make a ten-minute presentation of your findings in class. 

List of topics for research:

• How can anti-globalization processes influence the sense of national 
identity in the UK?

• ‘The British is the nation of Island mentality’ vs ‘The British – still-
imperialistic minds’

• Will people in the future world need national identity at all or will the 
cosmopolitism win? 

• Can multiculturalism in the UK be combined with Britishness as a sense 
of national identity?

• Multiculturalism in contemporary Britain: policy, law and theory
• Diversity is Britain’s greatest strength
• The Making of English National Identity
• Has multiculturalism failed in Britain?
•  Is there a core-periphery division in Russia? Could this divide be compared 

to that of Britain?
• Is it possible to level core and periphery of a country? If yes, is it necessary 

to do so?
• Is the North/South divide just a social-economic contradiction or is the 

problem much deeper?
• Is London a separate city-state?
• How unequal is Britain and are the poor getting poorer?
• Tackling Socio-Economic Inequality in the UK Is an Urgent Human Rights 

Issue
• The core-periphery model: key features and effects
• What about the Urban Periphery?
• Suggest your own topic and discuss it with your teacher before doing 

research.

5 https://quizlet.com/
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The Core and the Periphery

Writing a Problem-Solution Essay

Tips: 
• Make a plan before you start to write. 
• Make sure you give reasons for all your arguments. 
• Don’t make claims you can’t justify. 
• Avoid over-generalisations. 

1. Read the following essay topic:
In many countries, there is a stark gap in the standard of living between big 

metro areas and smaller or more remote regions. What are the reasons? How 
could the gap be reduced?

In your essay choose and focus on two or three problems and solutions and 
expand on them with explanations and examples. 

• Identifying problems and solutions

2. Brainstorm as many problems connected with the essay topic 
above as possible. Share your list with your partner. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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3. Discuss possible solutions to the problems and make notes. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

4. Choose two problems that you would like to focus on in your 
essay. Do internet research, read at least 2 articles on each problem 
you would like to write about. (If you are not sure about any problems 
or solutions, research the topic in general and identify 2 major problems and 
possible solutions. You may choose to focus on the topic in general or research 
a particular region, e.g. the UK, Russia, etc).

• Upgrading your essay vocabulary

5. Make a list of at least 8 takeaway phrases from your readings to 
use in your essay (about 4 for each problem-solution). 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

6. Study Appendix 2 for useful functional language

7. Write the essay (words: 350-450). Use the language patterns 
you have studied in the unit and in Appendix 2. 

• What’s your takeaway from Unit 1? 

Write out five interesting and/or surprising facts that you have learnt from 
the texts, articles or videos. You may want to look through the texts again. 
Share with your partner. 

1. ____________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________
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British Monarchy

I cannot lead you into battle. I do not give you laws or 
administer justice, but I can do something else, I can give 
my heart and my devotion.

Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom

Discuss the following questions with your partner.
• Which members of the royal family do you know (both present and past)? 

Brainstorm as many names as you can. What do you know about these 
people?

• What do you know about the current Prime Minister of the UK?
• What do you know about the political system of the UK?

Queen Elizabeth II
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 Core Reading

Reading 1

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions.
1. What are the synonyms for the words “king” or “queen” used in the text?
2. What role does the Queen play in the UK? How important is this figure 

for the British society?
3. How will you explain the term “The Fount of Justice”?
4. What is the difference between the House of Commons and House of 

Lords? How are these institutions organised?

Monarchy is the oldest form of government in the United Kingdom. In a monarchy, 
a king (male) or queen (female) is Head of State. They are also referred to as the 
Monarch, The Sovereign and Her or His Majesty. At present Queen Elizabeth II is 
Head of State in the United Kingdom. Today, the British monarchy is known as a 
constitutional monarchy. This means that whoever is on the throne does not ‘rule’ the 
country, but fulfils important ceremonial and formal roles with respect to Government.

Although there is no political or executive (in charge) role, he or she 
continues to play an important part in the life of the nation. As Head of State, 
The Monarch undertakes constitutional and representational duties. These have 
developed over a thousand years of history. In addition to these State duties, 
The Monarch has a less formal role as ‘Head of Nation’. The Sovereign acts 
as a focus for national identity, unity and pride; gives a sense of stability and 
continuity; officially recognises success and excellence; and supports the ideal 
of voluntary service. In all these roles The Sovereign is supported by members 
of their immediate family known as the Royal Family.
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The Queen represents Britain to the rest of the world. For example, receiving 
foreign ambassadors and high commissioners, entertaining visiting Heads 
of State, and making State visits overseas to other countries, in support of 
diplomatic and economic relations. They are also Fount of Justice, Head of the 
Armed Forces and have important relationships with the established Churches of 
England and Scotland. Throughout history, Kings and Queens have had strong 
links with the Armed Forces. Armies have defended and attacked territories on 
behalf of their rulers and have looked to them for guidance and inspiration in 
times of war and peace since ancient times.

The first British Sovereigns were the military commanders, rulers and 
administrators with the best fighting forces behind them. Their role was hands 
on: they were fighters as well as military strategists, and many were present 
on the battlefield. In 1066 King Harold died on the battlefield: hit by an arrow 
and then mowed down by the sword of a mounted knight, whilst the soon-to-be 
new king, William I ‘The Conqueror’, directed his troops. Over time, rulers have 
taken part from a safer distance, leaving the day-to-day business of warfare to 
experienced commanders and involving themselves more in strategic matters 
rather than risk death in the field. This did not necessarily prevent some of 
them from being great leaders, motivating their troops as they fought for King 
or Queen and Country. In 1588 on the eve of the Spanish Armada, Elizabeth I 
addressed her troops in a rousing and oft-quoted speech:

‘I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart 
and stomach of a king - and of a King of England too, and think foul scorn that 
Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, should dare to invade the borders of 
my realm; to which, rather than any dishonour should grow by me, I myself will 
take up arms - I myself will be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one 
of your virtues in the field.’

In the centuries since, Monarchs have evolved this ‘general, judge, and 
rewarder’ into a more politically neutral, motivational one. Members of the 
Royal Family are encouraged to serve in the Armed Forces and to develop 
special relationships to better understand its ongoing work and culture.

Today the Queen and the family which supports her have a substantial 
investment in the Armed Forces as both Head of the Armed Forces, Patrons and 
members of the Armed Forces themselves. The last British Sovereign to have 
seen action in battle was The Queen’s father, George VI. As a 20-year-old Sub-
Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, he fought in the battle of Jutland in 1916.

Defender of the Faith
In the United Kingdom, The Queen’s title includes the words ‘Defender of the 

Faith’. This means Her Majesty has a specific role in both the Church of England 
and the Church of Scotland. As established Churches, they are recognised by law 
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as the official Churches of England and Scotland, respectively. In both England 
and Scotland, the established Churches are subject to the regulation of law. The 
principle of religious toleration is fully recognised both for those of other creeds 
and for those without any religious beliefs. There are no established Churches 
in Northern Ireland nor in Wales. They were disestablished in 1869 in Northern 
Ireland and 1920 in Wales. There is no established Church in any Commonwealth 
country of which The Queen is monarch (i.e. a realm). In addition to playing 
a role in the Churches of England and Scotland, The Queen recognises and 
supports the various other faiths practised in the UK and Commonwealth6.

The Queen and the Law
The Queen is the ‘Fount of Justice’. In the earliest times the Sovereign was 

a key figure in the enforcement of law and the establishment of legal systems in 
different areas of the UK. As such the Sovereign became known as the ‘Fount of 
Justice’. While no longer administering justice in a practical way, the Sovereign 
today still retains an important symbolic role as the figure in whose name justice 
is carried out, and law and order is maintained. Although civil and criminal 
proceedings cannot be taken against the Sovereign as a person under UK law, 
The Queen is careful to ensure that all her activities in her personal capacity are 
carried out in strict accordance with the law.

The U.K. Parliament
The British Parliament - like that of most larger countries - is bicameral, that 

is there are two houses or chambers. 
The British Parliament is often called Westminster because it is housed in a 

distinguished building in central London called the Palace of Westminster which 
stands out because of the clock tower at the south end (this is the Elizabeth 
Tower and it houses Big Ben) and the tower with a flag at the other end (this is 
the Victoria Tower). Although this is a grand building, it is in an appalling state 
of repair and it is planned that in 2025 Parliament will move out of the building 
for a £3.5 billion refurbishment program. The House of Commons will move to 
Richmond House and the House of Lords will relocate to the Queen Elizabeth II 
conference centre.

6 The Commonwealth of Nations, normally known as the Commonwealth, is an 
intergovernmental organisation of 53 member states that are mostly former territories 
of the British Empire. The chief institutions of the organisation are the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, which focuses on intergovernmental aspects, and the Commonwealth 
Foundation, which focuses on non-governmental relations between member states. The 
Commonwealth dates back to the first half of the 20th century with the decolonisation 
of the British Empire through increased self-governance of its territories.
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The House of Commons
This is the lower chamber but the one with the most authority. The House 

of Commons sits each week day for about half of the weeks of the year. The 
Commons is chaired by the Speaker. Unlike the Speaker in the US House of 
Representatives, the post is non-political and indeed, by convention, the political 
parties do not contest the Parliamentary constituency held by the Speaker. The 
House of Commons currently comprises 650 Members of Parliament or MPs 
(the number varies slightly from time to time to reflect population change). 
This is a large legislature by international standards. For instance, the House 
of Representatives in the USA has 435 seats but, of course, each of the 50 US 
states has its own legislature. 

Rather oddly (but deliberately), there is insufficient seating capacity in the 
chamber of the House of Commons for all the MPs. Members do not sit at desks 
(like most legislatures) but on long, green-covered benches and there is only 
seating capacity for 437 MPs out of the total of 650. The origin of this strange 
arrangement is that the Commons first home was the medieval St Stephen’s 
Chapel in the Palace of Westminster which could only fit around 400 Members. 

Equally odd is that Members vote (votes are called ‘divisions’) by physically 
walking through one of the two lobbies which run along the side of the Commons 
chamber. These lobbies are the ‘aye’ lobby and the ‘nay’ lobby. This archaic 
procedure means that votes take a long time to conduct and it is not unknown 
for a member accidentally to walk into the wrong lobby. The votes are counted 
by ‘tellers’ who then return to the chamber to announce the numbers to the 
Speaker. 

Each member in the House of Commons represents a geographical 
constituency. Typically, a constituency would have around 60,000-80,000 
voters, depending mainly on whether it is an urban or rural constituency. The 
largest constituency in the country is the Isle of Wight with around 110,000 
electors, while the smallest is Na h-Eileanan an Iar (formerly known as the 
Western Isles) with an electorate of only around 22,000. 

Every citizen aged 18 or over can vote once in the constituency in which 
they live. Voting is not compulsory. In the last General Election of May 2015, 
66.1% of the electorate actually voted. Most democratic countries use a method 
of election called proportional representation (PR) which means that there is 
a reasonable correlation between the percentage of votes cast for a particular 
political party and the number of seats or representatives won by that party. 
However, much of the Anglo-Saxon world - the USA, Canada, and the UK but not 
Australia or New Zealand - uses a method of election called the simple majority 
system or ‘first past the post’ (FPTP). In this system, the country is divided 
into a number of constituencies each with a single member and the party that 
wins the largest number of votes in each constituency wins that constituency 
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regardless of the proportion of the vote secured. The simple majority system 
of election tends to under-represent less successful political parties and to 
maximise the chance of the most popular political party winning a majority of 
seats nationwide even if it does not win a majority of the votes nationwide. 

Until recently, in the UK (unlike many countries), there were no fixed term 
parliaments. A General Election - that is, a nationwide election for all 650 seats 
- was held when the Prime Minister called it, but the election could not be more 
than five years after the last one and it was usually around four years after the 
last one. The Coalition Government of 2010-2015 passed legislation to provide 
for fixed five-year parliaments which meant that the next General Election was 
scheduled for May 2020. However, the Prime Minister Theresa May was able 
to call a snap General Election for 8 June 2017 by winning a Commons vote 
of more than two-thirds to activate provision for an early election in the Fixed 
Term Parliaments Act.

The House of Lords
This is the upper chamber but the one with less authority. Its main roles 

are to revise legislation and keep a check on government by scrutinising its 
activities. Since 1911, its power to block “money bills” is limited to one month 
and its power to block other bills is limited to one session, so ultimately it 
cannot block the will of the House of Commons. Furthermore, since 1945, there 
has been the Salisbury Convention that the House of Lords will not oppose a 
measure that was specifically mentioned in the last election manifesto of the 
political party forming the Government.

The House of Lords is an utterly bizarre institution that has no parallel 
anywhere in the democratic world. There is no fixed number of members in 
the House of Lords and the number fluctuates because of deaths, retirements 
and new appointments, but currently there are almost 800 members - many 
more than in the House of Commons, more than the combined houses of the 
American Congress or the Indian Parliament (although both of these nations have 
a federal system), and the second biggest legislative body in the world (after 
the Chinese National People’s Congress which is effectively a rubber-stamping 
body). Historically most members of the House of Lords have been what we 
called hereditary peers. This meant that years ago a king or queen nominated a 
member of the aristocracy to be a member of the House and, since then, the right 
to sit in the House has passed through the family from generation to generation. 
Clearly this is totally undemocratic and the last Labour Government abolished the 
right of all but 92 of these hereditary peers to sit in the House.

Almost all the other members of today’s House of Lords are what we call 
life peers. This means that they have been chosen by the Queen, on the advice 
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of the Government, to sit in the House for as long as they live, but afterwards 
no member of their family has the right to sit in the House. Almost 200 are 
former Members of Parliament. Others are distinguished figures in fields such 
as education, health and social policy.

A small number of other members - 26 - are archbishops and bishops of the 
Church of England. The archbishops of Canterbury and York and the bishops of 
London, Durham and Winchester automatically take seats in the Lords, while 
the further 21 seats are allocated on the basis of length of service. Iran is the 
only other country in the world that provides automatic seats for senior religious 
figures in its legislature.

There is no retirement age for peers and the average age is 69. Since the 
House of Lords is composed in a totally different manner from the House of 
Commons, the Government of the day - which usually has a majority in the 
Commons - does not have a majority in the Lords. 

The House of Lords’ reform is unfinished business. The Parliament Act of 
1911 first raised the prospect of an elected upper house but it has still not 
happened. There is a cross-party consensus that it should become a mainly 
elected body, although there is as yet no agreement on the details of the next 
stage of reform. […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• to be referred to
• executive (noun, adjective)
• warfare
• in an appalling state
• refurbishment
• maintain
• constituency
• scrutinise
• fluctuate
• abolish
• snap
• provision
• rubber-stamping
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2. Research the words/phrases from the list on google news, 
context.reverso or English corpora7 and choose two sentences for each 
word or phrase. 

3. Collect the sentences in one file and translate them into Russian. 
4. Translate the following sentences into English using the words/

phrases from the list.
1. Британского премьер-министра часто называют просто премьером 2. 

Правительство состоит из главы правительства и министров, осуществляющих 
исполнительную власть. 3. Человечеству не нужны войны и кровопролития. 
4. Хотя зданиям всего двадцать лет, они в плачевном состоянии. 5. Процесс 
восстановления и ремонта зданий займет не менее года. 6. Невозможно 
долго поддерживать правопорядок силовыми методами. 7. Независимый 
комитет тщательно изучил работу правительства. 8. Смертная казнь давно 
отменена во многих странах. 

5. Make your own sentence with the words you would like to take 
away from the text. 

 Core Reading

Reading 2

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions.
1. What are the distinctive features of the British Parliamentary system? 
2. How is the legislative process organised in the UK? 
3. What are the main British political parties? 
4. What is the role of the Prime Minister? 

Some distinguishing features of the British Parliamentary system
Much of the work of Parliament is done in Committees rather than on the 

floor of the chamber. The House of Commons has two types of committee.
Select Committees are appointed for the lifetime of a Parliament. They 

conduct investigations, receive written and oral evidence, and issue reports. 
General Committees (previously known as Standing Committees) are temporary 
bodies, most of them Public Bill Committees formed to examine the detail of a 

7 https://news.google.com/
https://context.reverso.net/translation/ 
www.english-corpora.org
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particular piece of proposed legislation and consider amendments to the Bill. 
Membership includes Government and Opposition spokespersons on the subject 
matter of the Bill and overall membership reflects proportionately the balance 
of the parties in the Commons.

The House of Lords only has Select Committees (it does not need Standing 
Committees because the details of Bills are considered on the floor of the chamber). 

Finally there are some Joint Committees of the Commons and the Lords.

The legislative process
In the British political system, almost all legislation is proposed by the 

Government and much of it comes from promises made in the manifesto of 
the relevant political party at the last election. At the beginning of each annual 
session of the Parliament, the main Bills to be considered are announced by the 
Queen in a speech opening that year’s session of Parliament.

All legislation has to be approved by both Houses of Parliament.
In each House of Parliament, a proposed piece of legislation - called a Bill - 

goes through the following stages:
• First Reading - the Bill is introduced with simply a reading by a Minister 

of the long title of the Bill;
• Second Reading - the general principles of the Bill are debated by all the 

members of the House and a formal vote is taken;
• Committee Stage - each clause and schedule of the Bill, plus amendments 

to them and any new clauses or schedules, is examined in detail, in the 
Commons by a small, specially chosen group of members meeting as 
Public Bill Committee or in the Lords by the members as a whole on the 
floor of the House;

• Report Stage - the changes made to the Bill in the Committee are reported 
to and debated by the whole House which is invited to consider the Bill 
as a whole, approve the changes by the Committee, and consider any 
further proposed changes that might be suggested;

• Third Reading - the final version of the Bill is considered by the whole 
House in a short debate (in the Commons without the facility for further 
amendments);

• Royal Assent - the Crown gives assent to the Bill which then becomes an 
Act, the provisions becoming law either immediately or at a date specified 
in the Act or at a date specified by what is called a Commencement Order.

Political parties
The idea of political parties first took form in Britain and the Conservative 

Party claims to be the oldest political party in the world. Political parties began 
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to form during the English civil wars of the 1640s and 1650s. First, there were 
Royalists and Parliamentarians; then Tories and Whigs. Whereas the Whigs 
wanted to curtail the power of the monarch, the Tories - today the Conservatives -  
were seen as the patriotic party. 

Today there are four major political parties in the British parliamentary 
system:

• The Conservative Party (frequently called the Tories) - the centre-Right 
party, currently led by Theresa May, which since 2010 has been in 
Government either in coalition (2010-2015) or alone (since 2015);

• The Labour Party - the centre-Left party, led by Jeremy Corbyn, which 
was last in Government from 1997 to 2010;

• The Scottish National Party - the party supporting Scottish independence, 
which is led by Nicola Sturgeon;

• The Liberal Democrat Party (known as the Lib Dems) - the centrist, 
libertarian party, led by Vince Cable, which was the junior member of 
the Coalition Government of 2010-2015.
In addition to these five parties, there are some much smaller UK parties 
(notably the Green Party) and some parties which operate specifically in 
Wales (Plaid Cymru) or Northern Ireland (such as the Democratic Unionist 
Party for the loyalists and Sinn Fein for the nationalists).
Each political party chooses its leader in a different way, but all involve all 
the Members of Parliament of the party and all the individual members 
of that party. By convention, the leader of the political party with the 
largest number of members in the House of Commons becomes the 
Prime Minster (formally at the invitation of the Queen).
Political parties are an all-important feature of the British political system 
because the three main UK political parties in the UK have existed for a 
century or more and have a strong and stable ‘brand image’. It is virtually 
impossible for someone to be elected to the House of Commons without 
being a member of an established political party. 

The U.K. government
All Government Ministers have to be a member of either the House of 

Commons (most of them) or the House of Lords (the remainder of them) and 
every Government Department will have at least one Minister in the Lords, 
so that the Department can speak in either House as necessary. The number 
of Ministers varies from administration to administration, but typically there 
will be around 120, the 20 or so most senior being Cabinet Ministers. The 
Ministerial and Other Salaries Act, passed in 1975, limits prime ministers 
to 109 ministerial salaries being paid at any one time with a maximum 
of 95 ministers in the House of Commons. All Ministers are subject to the 
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Ministerial Code which sets out they should behave in fulfilment of their duties. 
Historically most British governments have been composed of ministers from 
a single political party which had an overall majority of seats in the House of  
Commons. 

The Prime Minister

(Boris Johnson)

The most important person in the British political system is the Prime Minister. 
The first modern Prime Minister was Sir Robert Walpole who served from 1721-
1742, so the current PM Theresa May is the 54th (and only the second woman 
to hold the post). In theory, the Prime Minister simply choses the ministers 
who run Government departments and chairs the Cabinet - the collection of 
the most senior of those Ministers. In practice, however, the Prime Minister is a 
very powerful figure and increasingly has been behaving much like a president 
in other political systems, especially in the area of foreign policy. The official 
residence of the Prime Minister is at 10 Downing Street in central London and 
the country residence of the Prime Minister is at Chequers in Buckinghamshire. 
One British Prime Minister has been assassinated: Spencer Perceval was shot 
dead in the House of Commons in 1812. […]

 [Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]
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Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• conduct investigations
• amendment
• bill
• take a formal vote
• examine in detail
• give/grant assent to the bill
• curtail the power (of the Monarch, thee committee, etc)
• overall (membership, majority)
• assassinate

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. The Washington Post проводит уникальные журналистские 

расследования уже много десятилетий. 4. На протяжении веков бунтари 
пытались ограничить власть монарха. В некоторых государствах им это 
удалось. 3. Если король одобрит законопроект и поставит свою подпись, то 
он станет законом. 4. Новые поправки в конституцию вступят в силу лишь 
со следующего года. 5. Этот законопроект необходимо изучить детально и 
подготовить необходимые поправки. 6. Президент Кеннеди был убит в 1963 
году. 7. На выборах абсолютное большинство голосов получил кандидат от 
Либеральной партии. 8. За последние пятьдесят лет почти в четыре раза 
выросло общее число членов Организации Объединенных Наций. 

4. Fill in the gaps using the verbs from the text.
1. Commitments have been made with very little intention of ___________ 

them _____________.
2. A concrete plan ________________ after much discussion. 
3. As a young doctor he worked hard to _____________ himself in the 

community.
4. They ____________ always _________________ high standards of 

professional conduct.
5. Celebrities these days have to accept the fact that the media will 

___________________, study and report on their weight.
6. He is in favour of ____________________ the death penalty.
7. Cold beverages ____________________ more than 50% of Starbucks’s 

sales last year, up from 37% five years ago.
8. Tom certainly didn’t _______________ of the way Mary was behaving.
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9. In the desert, the temperature ___________________ dramatically.
10. She ________________ the responsibility for the project.

5. Translate the sentences into Russian. How does the word 
‘executive’ differ in each sentence? 

1. The television network’s executives decided not to air the controversial 
show. 

2. This measure focuses on all three branches of the government - executive, 
legislative, and judicial. 

3. The board made the executive decision to strip the firm of its accreditation. 
4. Joseph thinks he’s a big corporate executive but he’s really only half a 

step above a clerk.

6. Read the following sentence from the text. Find a hyphenated-
compound word in the sentence. What elements does the word consist 
of? 

In 1066 King Harold died on the battlefield: hit by an arrow and then mowed 
down by the sword of a mounted knight, whilst the soon-to-be new king, William 
I ‘The Conqueror’, directed his troops.

7. Analyse the following hyphenated-compound words. What 
elements do they consist of? 

• Know-it-all
• He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named
• Commander-in-chief
• Mother-in-law
• Well-being
• Singer-songwriter
• Sixteen-year-old
• Jack-in-the-box

8. The following words are often used as parts of hyphenated 
compounds. Make as many hyphenated compounds using them as you 
can. 

-to-be  well-   -tempered  -in-law  -term  -distance  

9. Find the word “creed” in the text and translate the sentence. 
Check the dictionary for other definitions of “creed”. What is your life 
creed?
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Watching and Listening

Explained: Why does Britain still have a Royal family? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLtRH19dfvw

1. Watch Part I (min 0:00 – 03:17) of the video and answer the 
following questions:

1. When did Britain develop into the Constitutional Monarchy? 
2. What is the Queen’s approval rating?
3. What do people say in sound bites about the Queen?
4. How many people tune in to watch Royal weddings? 
5. How much money do the royals add to Britain’s economy every year?

2. Listen again and note down the context the following words/
phrases are used in:

• a fair share of royal engagement 
• a model family
• morale boosters
• fictional versions of the royals
• this all comes at a cost
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3. Read the following phrases and guess the context they are used 
in in Part 2 of the video. 

• rosy relationships with the public
• stepping back as senior royals 
• popular with the public
• take over as a sovereign
• a massive part of

4. Contextualise the phrases from the video in a short summary. 

Current Issues Analysis 

Royal Family rubrics in the British media
1. Do you know any current news connected with the Royal Family? Discuss 

and share with the group.
2. Choose one source from the list below and do mini-research. Skim the 

most important top articles about the Royal Family. Make sure students in your 
group choose different sites. 

3. Share what you have read with your group mates. Have you read stories 
covering the same news? 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/royal-family?page=1
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/TheRoyalFamily?CMP=ILC-refresh
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/monarchy
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/royals/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/royals/index.html
https://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/royal-family
https://www.express.co.uk/news/royal
https://www.thesun.co.uk/topic/royal-family/

Analysing Bias 

15 Headlines Show How Differently The British Press Treat Meghan Markle 
Vs Kate Middleton

https://www.boredpanda.com/uk-media-double-standarts-royal-meghan-
markle-kate-middleton/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_
campaign=organic
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1. Study the headlines and the article extracts. 
• Which language is used when writing about Kate Middleton? Which 

language is used to describe Meghan Markle and her actions? 
• Make a list of at least 10 words/phrases for each.

Kate Middleton Meghan Markle
•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

• 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

• 

Supplementary Reading

Turning Down Honours

Do you know any of the people in the pictures? 
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a. b. c.  d. 

 e.  f. 

 g.  h.  i.  

1. Match the person in the picture with his name 
1. David Bowie, musician
2. Alan Bennett, playwright
3. Ken Loach, film director 
4. Paul Weller, musician
5. Danny Boyle, film director 
6. Stephen Hawking, physicist
7. Francis Crick, molecular biologist 
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8. John Lennon, musician, poet
9. Benjamin Zephaniah, poet 

The celebrities who turned down New Year’s Honours 

The Independent

The New Year Honours is a part of the British honours system, with New 
Year’s Day being marked by naming new members of orders of chivalry and 
recipients of other official honours for their achievements and service to society. 

This year Sam Mendes, Olivia Newton John, Steve McQueen and Elton 
John were among those acknowledged. However, there are always some who 
choose not to accept a prestigious title. A number of well-known individuals 
have refused an honour for a variety of reasons, whether political, personal, or 
because they did not feel it was appropriate given their line of work. 

Here is a run-down of familiar faces who have spurned their New Year’s 
honour: 

Benjamin Zephaniah
The celebrated poet turned down an OBE in 2003. Penning an article for 

the Guardian, he firmly asserted: “Benjamin Zephaniah OBE – no way Mr Blair, 
no way Mrs Queen. I am profoundly anti-empire.” Explaining he “gets angry” 
when hearing the word “empire” the poet also said it would have been better 
to give him “one of these empire things” for his work to combat racism or 
promoting animal rights rather than literature where “there are a whole lot of 
writers who are better than me.”

Paul Weller 
The musician rejected a CBE in 2006. In a statement a spokesperson for 

Weller simply said: “Paul was surprised and flattered, but it wasn’t really for 
him.” 

Ken Loach 
The film director, whose films focus on social issues such as poverty and 

homelessness, spoke about turning down an OBE in 1977. “It’s all the things 
I think are despicable: patronage, deferring to the monarchy and the name of 
the British Empire, which is a monument of exploitation and conquest,” he said. 
“I turned down the OBE because it’s not a club you want to join when you look 
at the villains who’ve got it.” 
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Alan Bennett 
Playwright and author Alan Bennett turned down the offer of becoming a 

CBE in 1988 and then rejected a knighthood in 1996. He said the reason for 
doing so was because he did not believe that he could carry off being a knight: 
“I felt that, in my case, it just wouldn’t suit me, that’s all. It would be like 
wearing a suit every day of your life.” 

David Bowie 
The iconic performer spurned honours twice. He refused a CBE in 2000 and 

later a knighthood in 2003. The British musician explained: “I would never have 
any intention of accepting anything like that. I seriously don’t know what it’s 
for. It’s not what I spent my life working for.” 

Danny Boyle 
The award-winning director was offered a knighthood following his successful 

Opening Ceremony routine at the London Olympics in 2012. He rejected “Sir 
Danny”, saying he’d rather be a “man of the people” and that he’s proud to be 
an “equal citizen” which was reflected in his Opening Ceremony. 

Francis Crick 
The physicist who discovered DNA, along with James Watson, was offered 

a CBE in 1963 but declined, one year after they were awarded the Nobel Prize 
in Medicine. He apparently believed the British monarchy to be “out of date”, 
reported the Mail. 

Stephen Hawking 
In 2008, the scientist told how he was offered a knighthood in the late 

1990s but declined – reportedly over the UK government’s science funding. 
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John Lennon
The Beatle didn’t exactly turn his MBE down, but returned it four years after 

receiving the accolade. 
In a letter to the Queen explaining his decision he listed Britain’s involvement 

in “the Nigeria-Biafra thing” (The Nigerian Civil War), the support of the USA’s 
war in Vietnam and “‘Cold Turkey’ [by Plastic 

Ono Band] slipping down the charts”. […]

[https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/news/new-
years-honours-list-turned-down-no-celebrities-david-bowie-a6791796.html

2. Find the words in the article meaning the following: 

1. a phrasal verb that means to not accept an offer or request 
___________________________________________________________

2. a noun that means a person that receives or is awarded something 
___________________________________________________________

3. an adjective that means very much respected and admired 
___________________________________________________________

4. a hyphenated noun that means a description of something that explains 
the main points 

___________________________________________________________

5. a verb that means to make (someone) feel honoured and pleased 
___________________________________________________________

6. a verb that means to go well with 
___________________________________________________________

7. an adjective that means feeling satisfaction and pleasure because of 
something that you are a part of 

___________________________________________________________

8. a noun that means the act or process of taking part in something 
___________________________________________________________
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3. Complete these sentences with the correct form of the words.

1. Before we start, I will give you a _____________________ of all the 
points we are going to cover in the meeting today. 

2. I am a _____________________ father of two, beautiful daughters. 
3. Living in the city doesn’t ____________________ me. I find it too noisy 

and stressful. 
4. I was _____________________ by the job offer, but __________________ 

it _________________ because I am happy with my current position. 
5. He was arrested for his __________________________ in a plot to rob 

a bank. 
6. Harvard is one of the most _____________________ universities in the 

world. 
7. Former Nobel Peace Prize ______________ include Jimmy Carter and 

Barack Obama. 

4. What does the highlighted phrasal verb in this extract from the 
article mean? 

...he did not believe that he could carry off being a knight... 

Complete the gaps to make the phrasal verbs that are defined. 

1 be/get carried ___________________ 2 carry _________________ 
3 carry ____________________ 4 carry _____________________ 
5 carry ____________________ 6 carry _____________________ 
lose self-control; perform (a task or planned operation); physically carry 

something to many places; continue; win; do or accomplish something 

5. Complete these sentences with the correct words:

1. He carried _____________________________ the first prize in the 
competition. 

2. Carry _____________________________ quietly until the substitute 
teacher arrives. 

3. The plan was carried ____________________________ to perfection, 
thanks for your help. 

4. They carried _____________________________ extensive research 
before starting the project. 

5. They got carried __________________________ while on holiday and 
spent far too much money. 
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6. I’m not a fan of mobile phones, I don’t like carrying one ____________
_______________________ all day. 

7. I wouldn’t dare wear anything that outrageous, but Nina carried it 
_____________________________ wonderfully. 

6. Discuss the following questions with your group mates. 

1. Does your country have a system for honouring its citizens via knighthoods 
or something similar?

2. If so, who generally receives the honours and when are they awarded? 
3. There are always some who choose not to accept the title. What reasons 

do you think people give for turning down an award? 

Debate 

1. Form two teams with a leader for each team. Research and debate 
the topic. 

• Resolved: In the 21st century monarchies have become outdated and 
should be abolished. 

Research and Present

1. Do Internet research to find current information on one of the 
topics listed below.

2. Present your findings in class.

Guidelines: 
a. Find, read and analyze at least five articles/materials on your issue. 
b. Collect them all in one file. 
c. Make a wordlist of 20+ words/phrases which form a lexical field of your 

topic. If you use quizlet8 as a vocabulary learning tool, make a quizlet set.
d. Summarise and compare the information of all the materials in writing 

(300+ words) using words from your wordlist. 
e. Make a ten-minute presentation of your findings in class. 

List of possible topics for research:
• What is the purpose of the British Royal Family?
• Should Britain abolish the Monarchy?

8 https://quizlet.com/
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• Queen Elizabeth II as the longest reigning monarch in British history
• Royal Family scandals. Who needs them?
• Royal Family traditions
• The British Conservative Party in the 21st century
• What is on the Labour Party’s agenda?
• The Scottish National Party
• Suggest your own topic and discuss it with your teacher before doing 

research

Creativity Boost:

1. Read the following quote by Elizabeth I:

‘I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart 
and stomach of a king - and of a King of England too, and think foul scorn that 
Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, should dare to invade the borders of 
my realm; to which, rather than any dishonour should grow by me, I myself will 
take up arms - I myself will be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one 
of your virtues in the field.’

2. Translate the quote into Russian conveying the solemn style of 
the message. Compare with your partner. 

3. Watch the Queen’s speech made amid the coronavirus pandemic. 
What is the aim of the Queen’s message? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_d1YEkcbFwk
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52176222

4. Watch the speech again. What language does she use to achieve 
her aim? Note down words/phrases which make the message solemn.

5. Choose one prominent British political figure from the list below 
and prepare a 2-3 minute address to the nation made from their 
perspective (include historical data and interesting facts):

• Henry IV
• Richard III
• Henry VIII
• Mary I
• Elizabeth I
• Oliver Cromwell
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• Queen Victoria
• Winston Churchill
• Richard I
• Queen Anne
• William The Conqueror
• Lady Jane Grey
• George VI
• Guy Fawkes
• Margaret Thatcher 

6. Present your address in front of your group mates. 

• What’s your takeaway from Unit 2? 
Write out five interesting and/or surprising facts that you have learnt from 

the texts, articles or videos. You may want to look through the texts again. 
Share with your partner. 

1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________
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Law & Order

“Harsh laws are at times better than no laws at all.” 
Winston Churchill 1906

Discuss the following questions with your partner:
• What do you know about the legal system of the UK?
• What legal jobs do you know?
• Make a list of different crimes.

 Core Reading

Reading 1

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions:
1. What is traditionally considered the ideal of English law?
2. What are the sources of criminal and civil law in England?
3. How does European Community law apply to Britain?
4. Who usually brings a criminal charge?
5. Name the main types of court for criminal cases.
6. What forms of punishment are used in England? 
7. How effective is the Law Society?
8. What does presumption of innocence mean?
9. What is more prestigious – to be a solicitor or a barrister? Why?
10. How can a person become a judge?
11. Name the range of responsibilities of the Lord Chancellor.
12. Describe an idealised view of the British police officer.
13. What is the chief officer called?
14. Why do local police authorities have problems with direct control?
15. What is the main challenge for the police nowadays?
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The legal system of England and Wales 
The law is one of the most traditional areas of national life and the legal 

profession has jealously protected its position against outside attack. Its main 
virtue is its independence from the system of government and as such, a 
safeguard of civil liberties. 

The legal system for England and Wales does not have a criminal or civil 
code, but is founded upon two basic elements: Acts of Parliament or statute 
law, and common law which is the outcome of past decisions and practices 
based upon custom and reason. Almost all criminal law is now set out in Acts 
of Parliament, while the greater part of civil law still depends upon common  
law.

European Community law also applies to Britain and takes precedence over 
domestic law. In 1997 Britain took steps to incorporate the European Convention 
on Human Rights into domestic law.

Dealing with crime
The initial decision to bring a criminal charge normally lies with the police. 

Since 1986 a Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has examined the evidence to 
decide whether the case should go to court. It brings to court cases which it 
believes will be successful. It is a measure to avoid the expense and waste of 
time. However, the collapse of several major cases and the failure to prosecute 
in other cases have led to strong criticism of the CPS.
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There are two main types of court for criminal cases: Magistrates’ Courts (or 
‘courts of first instance’) and Crown Courts for serious offences. All criminal cases 
above the level of Magistrates’ Courts are held before a jury. Civil law covers 
matters related to family, property, contracts and torts. These are usually dealt 
with in County Courts. The High Court deals with more complicated cases and 
is divided into three: the Family Division, which deals with family law, divorce 
and adoption; Chancery, which deals with corporate and personal insolvency, 
interpretation of trusts and wills; and the Queen’s Bench, which deals with 
contract and tort cases, maritime and commercial law.

There are about 400 Magistrates’ Courts in England and Wales, served 
by approximately 30,000 unpaid or ‘lay’ magistrates or Justices of the Peace 
(JPs). JPs are ordinary citizens appointed by the Lord Chancellor, but on the 
recommendation of advisory committees of local people. In recent years women 
and members of ethnic minority communities have been recruited to moderate 
the once overwhelmingly white, male, character of the JP cadre.

A court normally consists of three lay magistrates who are advised on points 
of law by a legally qualified clerk. They may not impose a sentence of more than 
six months imprisonment or a fine of more than £5,000, and may refer cases 
requiring a heavier penalty to the Crown Court.

A Crown Court is presided over by a judge, but the verdict is reached by a 
jury of 12 randomly selected local citizens. Underlying the whole process lies the 
assumption that the person is presumed to be innocent unless the prosecution 
can prove guilt ‘beyond all reasonable doubt’.

A person convicted in a Magistrates’ Court may appeal against its decision 
to the Crown Court. If unsuccessful, the appeal may be taken to the Court of 
Appeal. The Court of Appeal dislikes overturning a Crown Court decision unless 
the evidence is overwhelming or there has been some error of legal procedure. 
The highest court in the land is the House of Lords. In practice the Lords are 
represented by five or more of the nine Law Lords.

The treatment of offender
The sentence passed on an offender is decided by the judge or magistrate, 

within the limits set down by Act of Parliament. Punishment may take the form 
of a fine, imprisonment, or probation under the supervision of a professional 
probation officer. The death penalty was suspended in 1965 and abolished in 
1969 except for treason. However, this measure is controversial, because the 
wrongful conviction of innocent people discredits the finality of hanging.

Imprisonment is used significantly more in Britain than elsewhere in Europe. 
An unhappy aspect of the system is the imprisonment of those ‘on remand’, that 
is, awaiting trial. The suicide rate among those on remand, especially among 
young people, is higher than among convicted prisoners.
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The Conservative Party (or ‘the party of law and order’) always encourages 
use of custodial sentences, while Labour and the Liberal Democrats tend to 
view criminality as the consequence of social conditions rather than intrinsic 
individual moral wickedness. 

The legal profession and the courts
Traditionally the legal profession has been divided into two distinct practices: 

only solicitors may deal directly with the public, and only barristers (professional 
advocates) may fight a case in the higher courts (Crown Courts and the High 
Court). Both have maintained their own self-regulating bodies, the Law Society 
for solicitors and the Bar for barristers. 

A member of the public dissatisfied with the services of a solicitor may 
complain to the Law Society, but this does not often take action against its own 
members except in the case of some gross offence or negligence. 

There are only about 5,000 barristers. They are the senior branch of the 
legal profession, and are able to reach the top of the profession, a High Court 
judgeship. To become a barrister, a candidate must obtain entrance to one of the 
four Inns of Court, complete the legal training and pass the Bar examination. A 
newly qualified barrister slowly builds up experience and a reputation and may 
be appointed a Queen’s Counsel, or QC. Some become circuit judges (there are 
about 300), assigned to the County Courts throughout the country. Above these 
are about 50 High Court judges.

The Lord Chancellor combines three distinct functions. As head of the legal 
hierarchy, he selects judges, QCs and magistrates and may preside over the 
Law Lords if he so wishes. He is Speaker of the House of Lords, theoretically 
responsible for discipline there. Finally, he is a member of the Cabinet and the 
government’s chief legal adviser. 

The police
Until the 1960`s, the British police officer enjoyed a trusted, respected and 

friendly relationship with the public. This was probably an idealised view of the 
police, but it was a source of pride that almost alone in the police world, the 
British bobby was unarmed.
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A survey commissioned at the end of the 1980`s reported that one in five 
people believed the police used unnecessary force on arrest, falsified statements, 
planted evidence and used violence in police stations. In early 1990`s a major 
feature article in one of Britain’s leading papers was entitled ‘What’s gone wrong 
with the police?’ It referred to many scandals concerned the excessive use of 
violence to maintain public order, the fabrication of evidence and the extortion 
of forced confessions and corrupt practices. The article also commented on the 
severe loss of morale among the police, and the high number of police who 
resign from the force on account of stress. 

Perhaps, the problem is in the structure. Each force is answerable to a local 
police authority, whose composition is traditionally one-third magistrates and 
two-thirds local councillors. Police authorities can appoint the chief officer (the 
Chief Constable) and they may ask questions and advise concerning police 
work. 

Then in 1995 the Home Secretary reduced the elected character of these 
authorities by appointing people to serve in them. It is not difficult to sense 
growing politicisation around who controls the police. In practice the Home 
Office has greater direct influence on each police force than the local police 
authority has.

Each Chief Constable is responsible for all operational and administrative 
decisions. Traditionally Chief Constables have disliked local attempts to control 
even more than those of central government. The result is that it is extremely 
difficult for representatives at the local level to exercise direct control. 
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Since 1984 there have been statutory codes of practice to be followed in 
the arrest and questioning of suspects. However, it should be remembered, in 
the words of one ex-policeman, that ‘Cells and detention rooms are known as 
places where officers can free themselves from legal and formal organisational 
rules.’

In an age of increasing popular violence and disrespect for law and order, 
the great challenge for the police is to recapture the respect of the public. The 
aim is to show greater restraint rather than aggression under provocation. It 
is also to shift the emphasis back from the more exciting image of armed law 
enforcement to a softer image. The way the public feel about the police is 
fundamental importance to ability to control crime and maintain public order. 
[…]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• civil liberties 
• bring a criminal charge 
• examine the evidence 
• prosecute 
• tort 
• fine (n)
• offence
• convict (v, n) 
• imprisonment 
• probation 
• on remand 
• solicitor 
• barrister 
• falsify statements
• extortion of forced confessions 
• detention 
 
3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. В современном обществе гражданских свобод становится все меньше. 

2. Вся информация, касающаяся приведения приговора в исполнение, 
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передается адвокату осужденного. 3. Следователи, занимавшиеся 
расследованием этого дела, фальсифицировали показания. 4. Наказания 
за участие в протестах включают в себя штрафы и тюремное заключение. 
5. Новостные агентства сообщили, что заключенный находится под 
стражей в ожидании слушания дела. 6. Она признала себя виновной и за 
это получила условный срок и общественные работы. 7. После того, как 
полиция предъявляет обвинение в совершении уголовного преступления, 
материалы передаются в прокуратуру. 8. Суд рассмотрел доказательства и 
оставил приговор в силе. 

4. Match the terms with definitions:

1) Statute law a. the body of law that relates to crime

2) Common law b. the non-criminal branch of law in a 
common law legal system

3) Domestic law c. the body of law consisting of written laws 
adopted by a legislative body

4) Civil law d. the law of a sovereign state defined in 
opposition to international law

5) Criminal law e. a body of unwritten laws based on 
precedents established by the court

5. Use the following words to form other words belonging to the 
same word family: 

• minor – __________________________________________________
• offence – _________________________________________________
• to appoint – _______________________________________________
• controversy – _____________________________________________
• tort – ____________________________________________________
• influence – ________________________________________________
• to convict – _______________________________________________
• prison – __________________________________________________

6. Choose three words/phrases you would like to take away from 
the wordlist and make three sentences which are true about you or 
that show your opinion. 
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Watching, Listening and Notetaking 

Law and Order: UK

“In the criminal justice system, the people are represented by two separate yet 
equally important groups: The police who investigate crime, and the Crown Prosecutors 
who prosecute the offenders. These are their stories.”

Opening narration spoken by Robert Glenister. 

I Predict a Riot
Before watching: Research the Brixton riots
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/4854556.stm

1. Fill in the table as you watch the episode:

victim
cause of death
murder weapon
suspects
motive
murderer 
evidence 
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2. Answer the following questions:
1. How do the police discover the body?
2. What conclusions does the pathologist make upon examining the remains?
3. What do we find out about the victim and his family from his sister?
4. What do the detectives find out about the victim in the registry office?
5. What is a blue diary? 
6. How does Maurice Bennett justify not conducting an investigation into 
the disappearance of Taylor Kane?
7. What was Taylor Kane’s task?
8. How do the police manage to identify the murder weapon? 
9. Why might this case become controversial? 
10. What is Section 8, Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984?
11. Who becomes the weak link in the investigation? 

Glossary: 
DVLA - The Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency
Crimint is a database run by the Metropolitan Police Service of Greater 

London which stores information on criminals, suspected criminals and 
protesters. It was created in 1994 and supplied by Memex Technology Limited.

3. Discuss the following quotes with your groupmates
‘1. Everyone has a price; the important thing is to find out what it is.’ (Pablo 

Escobar) 
2. It is the stories we don’t get, the ones we miss, pass over, fail to recognize, 

don’t pick up on, that will send us to hell. (Molly Ivins) 

Vocabulary builder 
1. Choose 10-15 words/phrases from the episode. Translate and contextualise 

them. 

Watching, Listening and Notetaking

BRITAIN’S MOST NOTORIOUS CONMAN 
Watch the documentary and do the following tasks. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBwKmH3QLt0

1. Discuss the following question with your partner. 
What are the typical cons of a conman? 
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2. Watch the first part of the video (to: 10:00) and answer the 
following questions: 

1. Where did Carolyn Woods meet Mark Acklom? 
2. When did Acklom start pretending he was somebody he was not? 
3. What does his mother think may have caused his bad behaviour? 
4. Which class did he come top of at school? 
5. What did a teacher give him at school and why? 
6. What did Acklom use the stolen credit card for? 
7. How large was the mortgage that he managed to obtain? 
8. When was his first court appearance and what was the verdict? 
9. What did the public think of his crimes at the time? 
10. How long did he serve in prison? 
11. What profession did he put on his marriage certificate? 
12. When did he leave England? 

3. Discuss the following issues with your partner. 
1. Do you think difficult births can lead to behavioural issues later on in life? 
2. Do you agree with the common saying among scientists that genetics will 

load the gun, but environment will pull the trigger? 
3. How would you have judged his crimes at the time? 

3. Watch the next part of the video (to: 21:00) and say whether 
these statements are true or false: 

1. When he reappeared in England, he told people he was a businessman 
and banker. 

2. Mark and Carolyn had their first date at a local restaurant. 
3. Acklom told people he planned to restore vintage planes. 
4. He told Carolyn he was a CIA agent. 
5. He told Carolyn he was suffering from cancer. 
6. We think that someone who is physically attractive will also be attractive 

in other ways. 7. Carolyn initially lent Acklom £6,000. 
8. Acklom isolated Carolyn from her family and friends. 
9. When Carolyn told the police, she felt that she was being treated as a 

suspect. 

4. Discuss the following questions with your partner. 

1. Do you think Carolyn was brainwashed? 
2. Do you think you would have believed Acklom’s lies? 
3. How would the police where you live deal with a case like this? 
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5. Watch the next part of the video (to: 24:00) and make notes on 
how Chris Frampton was conned by Mark Acklom. 

6. Watch the next part of the video (to: 32:00) and circle the correct 
options in these sentences. 

1. Acklom told Rick Libbey that he was in the British Army / Royal Navy /  
Royal Airforce. 

2. Acklom was posing as a Swiss-based lawyer / banker / pilot. 
3. The private investigator’s report said Acklom played on his victims’ natural 

stupidity / ignorance / greed. 
4. Acklom’s first / second / third wife was Spanish. 
5. Fernanda gave Acklom 3,000 / 5,000 / 4,000 euros. 
6. After being released on bail in Spain, Acklom escaped to England / 

France / Italy.
7. Acklom had been selling luxury cars / boats / flats that he didn’t own. 
8. Acklom said he was asked to be the salesman because he spoke English /  

knew the market well / spoke Spanish. 
9. Acklom was sentenced to 2 / 3 / 4 years in prison. 

7. Discuss the following question with your partner. 
1. Do you think the length of the prison sentence was appropriate? 

8. Watch the next part of the video (to: 36:00) and note down the 
crimes Acklom committed. 

9. Discuss the following question with your partner. 
Which of the crimes do you think was the most serious? 

10. Watch the final part of the video and answer the following 
questions. 

1. Why did Charlie’s Angel ask not to be identified? 
2. How did the mystery man contact the presenter? 
3. What did Acklom claim he was making? 
4. Did Harald Herbon meet Mark Acklom? 
5. Who went to investigate Acklom in Portugal? 
6. Where was Acklom found and how long was he jailed for there? 
7. What happened to Mark Acklom when he arrived in England? 
8. What was it about Mark Acklom that captured the presenter’s attention? 
9. What do the experts think Acklom will do once he is released? 
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11. Discuss the following question with your partner. 
What do you think should happen to Mark Acklom? 

12. Summarise the documentary and express your opinion on what 
you believe should happen to Mark Acklom. 

Reading Fiction

Witness for the Prosecution

by Agatha Christie

Efficient, but bitter and stubborn, barrister Sir Wilfred Robarts (Sir Ralph 
Richardson) returns to his office in London, having recovered from a heart 
attack. He is subsequently invited to defend Leonard Vole (Beau Bridges), who 
is the prime suspect in a murder case. Leonard is a former soldier that fought in 
World War II and is married to his beloved German wife Christine Vole (Dame 
Diana Rigg). He is unemployed and accused of seducing and murdering the 
wealthy middle-aged single woman, Emily French, to inherit eighty thousand 
pounds sterling. 

In 1953, Christie adapted her story into a play and made several 
changes

1. Read the story (see Supplementary Materials Pack for Unit 3)

2. Watch the film adaptation and identify the changes made. 
As you watch the film, pay attention to how the trial is conducted (witness 

statements, the work of the defence and prosecution). Study the law vocabulary 
and functional language in Appendix 4.

(This is a 1982 version of Agatha Christie’s play, with Ralph Richardson, 
Wendy Hiller, Beau Bridges, Deborah Kerr, Diana Rigg & Donald Pleasence) 
https://youtu.be/pjEIsGauX04

 
3. Discuss the following questions with your group mates.
1. How is a courtroom mystery different from a typical crime story (e.g. 

Sherlock Holmes stories, other works by Agatha Christie, etc.)? 
2. Which ending did you like more: the original one from the story or the 

one in the film/play?
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4. Mock trial
(The task is best done as a collaboration of two academic groups)
Prepare for a mock trial (either criminal or civil).
Come up with a case (use your own ideas, research cases recently covered 

in the media or get inspiration from books/films/TV). You can also read sample 
scripts available online. Distribute the roles among the students in your groups.

List of roles (optional):

There are certain parts of the trial that you must go through, such as opening 
statements, direct examinations, cross examinations, and closing arguments.

Some aspects of your case should be prepared in advance. For example, 
opening statements, which begin the trial, are usually scripted and 
rehearsed well before the actual trial. Additionally, attorneys will generally 
thoroughly review their direct examinations on witnesses from their own  
side.

However, other parts of your case must be developed on the fly, and change 
based on what the other team does throughout the course of the trial. Cross 
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examinations on witnesses from the other side must respond to material brought 
up during the course of the opposing side’s direct examination, as do re-direct 
examinations.

Furthermore, closing arguments, which conclude the trial, must respond to 
the trial in its totality in order to pull together your side’s case and refute any 
material that may threaten the strength of your overall argument. As such, a 
strong Mock Trial participant must be able to think quickly on their feet.

[collegevine.com]

Room setup:

(smartlaw.org.uk)

Research what your role entails and watch the video https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s to get a clear picture of how the Crown Court 
operates. You can also watch mock trials online (make sure they are conducted 
according to the British court system). 

Pay special attention to timing when planning your mock trial. 
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What’s your takeaway from Unit 3? 
Write out five interesting and/or surprising facts that you have learnt from 

the texts, articles or videos. You may want to look through the texts again. 
Share with your partner. 

1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________
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Unit 4

UK: Economy 

“Economics are the method. The object is to change the soul.” 
Margaret Thatcher 

Discuss the following questions with your partner:
• What goods and services are produced in the United Kingdom?
• How are those goods and services produced?
• Who gets to consume those goods and services?
• What is the difference between ‘economy’ and ‘economics’? 

 Core Reading

Reading 1

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions.
1. What are UK’s trading partners? 
2. What is Euroskepticism?
3. What did privatization in the 1980-s lead to? 
4. What are the most important crops grown in England.

United Kingdom

Economy
The United Kingdom has a fiercely independent, developed, and international 

trading economy that was at the forefront of the 19th-century Industrial 
Revolution. The country emerged from World War II as a military victor but with 
a debilitated manufacturing sector. Postwar recovery was relatively slow, and it 
took nearly 40 years, with additional stimulation after 1973 from membership 
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in the European Economic Community (ultimately succeeded by the European 
Union [EU]), for the British economy to improve its competitiveness significantly. 
Economic growth rates in the 1990s compared favourably with those of other 
top industrial countries. Manufacturing’s contribution to gross domestic 
product (GDP) has declined to about one-fifth of the total, with services providing 
the source of greatest growth. The United Kingdom’s chief trading ties shifted 
from its former empire to other members of the EU, which came to account for 
more than half its trade in tangible goods. The United States remained a major 
investment and trading partner, and Japan also became a significant investor 
in local production. American and Japanese companies have often chosen the 
United Kingdom as their European base. In addition, other fast-developing East 
Asian countries with export-oriented economies included the United Kingdom’s 
open market among their important outlets.

In the 1990s the movement known as Euroskepticism, which advocated 
political and economic disengagement from the EU, began gaining steam in 
the United Kingdom. By the second decade of the 21st century, support for this 
viewpoint had become so widespread that a referendum on continued British 
membership in the EU was put to the electorate. Some 52 percent of voters 
opted for British exit from the EU (popularly branded “Brexit”), setting in motion 
a protracted process that eventually culminated in the United Kingdom’s formal 
withdrawal from the EU on January 31, 2020, initiating a period of economic 
transition and uncertainty.

During the 1980s the Conservative government of Margaret Thatcher pursued 
the privatization, or denationalization, of publicly owned corporations that had 
been nationalized by previous governments. Privatization, accompanied by 
widespread labour unrest, resulted in the loss of tens of thousands of jobs 
in the coal-mining and heavy industrial sectors. Although there was some 
improvement in the standard of living nationally, in general there was greater 
prosperity in the South East, including London, than in the heavily industrialized 
regions of the West Midlands, northern England, Clydeside, and Belfast, whose 
economies suffered during the 1980s. During the 1980s and ’90s, income 
disparity also increased. Unemployment and inflation rates were gradually 
reduced but remained high until the late 1990s. The country’s role as a major 
world financial centre remained a source of economic strength. Moreover, its 
exploitation of offshore natural gas since 1967 and oil since 1975 in the North 
Sea has reduced dependence on coal and imported oil and provided a further 
economic boost.

Agriculture
The United Kingdom is unusual, even among western European countries, 

in the small proportion of its employed population (about 2 percent) engaged 
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in agriculture. With commercial intensification of yields and a high level of 
mechanization, supported initially by national policy and subsequently by 
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of the EU, the output of some agricultural 
products exceeded demand during much of the United Kingdom’s tenure in 
the European Union. Employment in agriculture has declined gradually, and, 
with the introduction of policies to achieve reduction of surpluses, the trend is 
likely to continue. Efforts have been made to create alternative employment 
opportunities in rural areas, some of which are remote from towns. The land 
area used for agriculture (about three-quarters of the total) has also declined, 
and the arable share has fallen in favour of pasture.

The most important farm crops are wheat, barley, oats, sugar beets, 
potatoes, and rapeseed. While significant proportions of wheat, barley, and 
rapeseed provide animal feed, much of the remainder is processed for human 
consumption through flour milling (wheat), malting and distilling (barley), and 
the production of vegetable oil (rapeseed). The main livestock products derive 
from cattle and calves, sheep and lambs, pigs, and poultry. The United Kingdom 
has achieved a high level of self-sufficiency in the main agricultural products 
except for sugar and cheese. […]

Forestry
About one-tenth of the United Kingdom’s land area is devoted to productive 

forestry. The government-supported Forestry Commission manages almost 
half of these woodlands, and the rest are in private hands. Domestic timber 
production supplies less than one-fifth of the United Kingdom’s demand. The 
majority of new plantings are of conifers in upland areas, but the commission 
encourages planting broad-leaved trees where appropriate.

Fishing
Although the United Kingdom is one of Europe’s leading fishing countries, the 

industry has been in long-term decline. The United Kingdom’s fishing industry 
now supplies only half the country’s total demand. The most important fish 
landed are cod, haddock, mackerel, whiting, and plaice, as well as shellfish, 
including Nephrops (Norway lobsters), lobsters, crabs, and oysters. Estuarine 
fish farming—mainly of trout and salmon—has expanded considerably. […]

[https://www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom/Economy]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 
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2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• fiercely independent
• at the forefront
• debilitated
• improve one’s competitiveness
• GDP
• tangible goods
• export oriented economies
• widespread labour unrest
• a high level of self-sufficiency
• livestock products
• timber production
• fish farming

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. Поддержка рыбоводства обеспечивает продовольственную 

безопасность страны. 2. Любая страна стремится достичь определенного 
уровня самообеспеченности. 3. В развивающихся странах обычно 
наблюдается рост потребления продуктов животноводства, что, в свою 
очередь, приводит к увеличению спроса на воду и зерновые. 4. Только треть 
шотландских домов построены из древесины, произведенной в Шотландии. 
5. Закрытие шахт на Севере Англии вызвало волнения среди трудящихся.  
6. Для получения выгод от глобализации развивающимся странам необходимо 
повысить конкурентоспособность. 7. Правительство выдвинуло на первый 
план задачу ликвидации нищеты и неравенства. 8. Большинство отраслей 
китайской промышленности в значительной мере ориентированы на экспорт. 

 Core Reading

Reading 2

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions.
1. How did the energy sector change in the XXth century?
2. What are the most important manufacturing industries?
3. What were the biggest infrastructure projects in the 1980s and 1990s?
4. What is the biggest financial centre in the UK? 
5. What institution can issue banknotes in England?
6. What are the principle British exports?



80

UNIT 4 

Resources and power

Minerals
The United Kingdom has relatively limited supplies of economically valuable 

mineral resources. The once-important extraction of iron ore has dwindled 
to almost nothing. Other important metals that are mined include tin, which 
supplies about half the domestic demand, and zinc. […]

Energy
By contrast, the United Kingdom has relatively large energy resources 

including oil, natural gas, and coal. Coal, the fuel once vital to the British 
economy, has continued to decrease in importance. Compared with its peak 
year of 1913, when more than one million workers produced more than 300 
million tons, current output has fallen by more than four-fifths, with an even 
greater reduction in the labour force. Power stations are the major customers 
for coal, but, with growth in the use of other fuels and the increasing closing 
of pits that have become uneconomical to operate, the industry remains under 
considerable pressure.

Self-sufficiency in oil and natural gas and the decline of coal mining has 
transformed Britain’s energy sector. Nuclear fuel has slightly expanded its 
contribution to electricity generation, and hydroelectric power contributes a 
small proportion (mainly in Scotland), but conventional steam power stations 
provide most of the country’s electricity.

Manufacturing
The manufacturing sector as a whole has continued to shrink both in 

employment and in its contribution (about one-fifth at the beginning of the 
21st century) to the GDP. The decline in manufacturing largely accounted for 
the rapid rise in unemployment in the early 1980s. Once economic growth 
returned, however, there was great improvement in productivity and profits in 
British manufacturing.

In terms of their relative importance to the GDP, the most important 
manufacturing industries are engineering; food, beverages (including alcoholic 
beverages), and tobacco; chemicals; paper, printing, and publishing; metals 
and minerals; and textiles, clothing, footwear, and leather. The fastest-growing 
sectors have been chemicals and electrical engineering. […] Textiles, clothing, 
and footwear have been in absolute decline because British companies have 
faced increasing difficulty competing with imports, especially from Asia. […]

Private industrial and commercial construction and public projects account 
for the remainder of construction. During the 1980s and ’90s the United Kingdom 
embarked on a series of major infrastructure projects, including the Channel 
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Tunnel between Britain and France, the rebuilding of large parts of London’s 
traditional Docklands as a new commercial centre, and extensions to London’s 
rail and Underground systems.

Finance
The United Kingdom, particularly London, has traditionally been a world 

financial centre. Restructuring and deregulation transformed the sector during 
the 1980s and ’90s, with important changes in banking, insurance, the London 
Stock Exchange, shipping, and commodity markets. […]

At the end of the 20th century, the financial services industry employed 
more than one million people and contributed about one-twelfth of the GDP. 
Although financial services have grown rapidly in some medium-sized cities, 
notably Leeds and Edinburgh, London has continued to dominate the industry and 
has grown in size and influence as a centre of international financial operations. 
Capital flows have increased, as have foreign exchange and securities trading. 
Consequently, London long had more foreign banks than any other city in the 
world, though it remained to be seen whether this distinction would continue 
after the United Kingdom’s departure from the EU. […]

The Bank of England retains the sole right to issue banknotes in England 
and Wales (banks in Scotland and Northern Ireland have limited rights to do this 
in their own areas). In 1997 the Bank of England was given the power to set 
the “repo,” or benchmark, interest rate, which influences the general structure 
of interest rates. The bank’s standing instruction from the government is to set 
an interest rate that will meet a target inflation rate of 2.5 percent per annum. 
The bank also intervenes actively in foreign exchange markets and acts as 
the government’s banker. The pound sterling is a major internationally traded 
currency.

A variety of institutions, including insurance companies, pension funds, 
and investment and unit trusts, channel individual savings into investments. 
Finance houses are the primary providers of home mortgages and corporate 
lending and leasing. […]

Trade
Trade has long been pivotal to the United Kingdom’s economy. The total 

value of imports and exports represents nearly half the country’s GDP. (By 
comparison, the value of foreign trade amounts to about one-fifth of the GDP 
of the United States.) The volume of both the exports and the imports of the 
United Kingdom has grown steadily in recent years. Principal British exports 
include machinery, automobiles and other transport equipment, electrical 
and electronic equipment (including computers), chemicals, and oil. Services, 
particularly financial services, are another major export and contribute positively 
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to Britain’s trade balance. The country imports about one-tenth of its foodstuffs 
and about one-third of its machinery and transport equipment. […] [https://
www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom/Economy]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• dwindle 
• domestic demand
• decrease/increase in importance
• shrink (in employment, contribution)
• account for 
• interest rate
• target inflation rate
• retain the sole right 
• insurance company
• home mortgage 
• the total value of (imports and exports)
• contribute positively to (the trade balance)
• foodstuffs

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. Инфляция заставит банки повысить процентные ставки. 2. Расходы на 

новое оборудование составили большую часть расходов компании за год.  
3. Реальные доходы населения резко снизились из-за инфляции. 4. Кредиты 
на покупку жилья стали доступны для многих граждан. 5. Экономический 
рост опирается как на внутренний спрос, так и на экспортный сектор.  
6. Страховая компания покроет все расходы на операцию. 7. Европейский 
союз отмечает, что демократическое государство имеет исключительное 
право использовать законную силу для защиты прав и безопасности своих 
граждан. 8. С начала года уровень инфляции составил 3%. 

4. Fill in the blanks from the adjectives in the box. 

simple economic prosperous critical

modern qualitative primitive
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Economic development, the process whereby 1. __________________, 
low-income national economies are transformed into 2. ___________________ 
industrial economies. Although the term is sometimes used as a synonym 
for 3. ____________________ growth, generally it is employed to describe 
a change in a country’s economy involving 4. ________________________ 
as well as quantitative improvements. The theory of economic development—
how 5. ________________________ and poor economies can evolve into 
sophisticated and relatively 6.____________________________ ones—is of 
7. _________________________ importance to underdeveloped countries, 
and it is usually in this context that the issues of economic development are 
discussed. [www.britannica.com]

Watching, Listening and Notetaking 

Economic Development is New
Lecture by American economist Jeffrey Sachs https://ru.coursera.org/

lecture/sustainable-development/economic-development-is-new-lo85F

1. Listen to the lecture and make notes
2. Share and discuss your notes with your partner. 

Vocabulary builder

1. Read the lecture transcript and find the words/phrases matching 
the following definitions.

https://ru.coursera.org/lecture/sustainable-development/economic-
development-is-new-lo85F

• not exactly but close in number, quality, meaning, etc. [=approximately]
• to get or achieve (a living, a victory, etc.) with great difficulty
• widespread
• continuous
• staying or living in one place instead of moving to different places
• a member of a group of people who move from place to place instead of 

living in one place all the time
• the time when something begins or arrives; the first appearance of 

something
• unnoticeable
• easily seen
• production volume
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• to vary, change
• sharply, drastically
• to warn
• very impressive and beautiful
• to get by with some way of life, especially with very few resources
• a state or condition in which things do not change, move, or progress
• a serious bacterial infection that can be deadly and is caused by poor 

sanitation, overcrowding, and large rodent populations.
• a situation in which many people do not have enough food to eat
• to increase gradually in amount as time passes 
• the time when something begins
• the art or skill of conducting government affairs

2. Translate the following sentences using the words/phrases from 
the lecture:

1. Согласно утверждениям ООН, в данный момент Йемен столкнулся 
с возможно самым ужасным случаем голода в мире за последние сто 
лет. 2. В пустынном лагере вдоль границы Сирии с Иорданией почти 
50 000 вынужденных переселенцев влачат жалкое существование.  
3. Афганским кочевникам тяжело адаптироваться к оседлому образу жизни. 
4. Дабы обойти американские санкции, иранская фирма, занимающаяся 
продажами в Европе, накапливала бы кредиты, которые позднее могли 
быть использованы для покупки товара у другой европейской компании.  
5. Согласно мнению множества реформистов, излишне многочисленная 
Палата Лордов несёт потенциальную угрозу британской демократии, 
погрязнув в застое и фальшивых реформах.

Watching, Listening and Notetaking

The Industrial Revolution: Crash Course European History #24
https://youtu.be/zjK7PWmRRyg

1. Listen to the lecture and answer the following questions. Make 
notes while listening:

1. What was life like for ordinary people in 1820 England? What had changed 
by 1920?

2. Why was life getting better and longer in 1800s? 
3. Which significant inventions were created during that time?
4. What was the key element that contributed to the success of the industrial 

revolution?
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5. Which adverse ramifications did Industrial oppression lead to?
6. Which snowball effect did Industrial Revolution have on the society?
7. How did industrialization affect women?
8. Which social groups were engendered during the Industrial revolution?
9. Comment on the following quote: “A universal atmosphere of filth and stink”.

2. Discuss the following questions with your group mates
1. Is the Industrial revolution really a revolution? Compare it with other 

revolutions that changed the course of history.
2. Why do many experts believe that it is still ongoing? Provide evidence 

from official sources. 

Listening and Singing Along

• Industrial Revolution Song 
https://www.jamcampus.com/industrial-revolution-song/
 
1. Listen to the song and say which negative and positive aspects of 

the Industrial Revolution are mentioned.
2. Read the lyrics again and underline the words and phrases that 

mean the following: 

Lifespan congregation loom  an engine that uses thermal energy
  earnings    production   economic gain
 unhygienic   made in large quantities (usually by machine)

food obtained for a household or for a country

VERSE 1: 
Before the mid-seventeen hundreds
Humans lived by where their food was growing 
Life expectancy at thirty-five, limited education 
Riding horses, simple weapons, every item you’d be owning 
Made within your small community of family or companions

Then 1750 started in Great Britain 
Clothing industry, weaving machines 
Increased the speed to build them 
The Spinning Jenny, water frame improved the process 
Water kept machines going 
Then they made the steam engine
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And the steam engine, it changed everything 
Railroads, steamboats, coal from mines, cotton dyes 
In Britain, production, to pay humans, wages high 
But coal was cheap and efficient for machines to mechanize

CHORUS: 
New manufacturing Industrial Revolution 
From small shops to factories 
Changes and inventions, technology, transportation 
Different way of life for many

Steam engines are working 
More machines are turning 
For an economic benefit 
But the cities now overcrowded

VERSE 2: 
From agricultural to industrial population 
Meaning many people moved into the cities to work in 
Couldn’t support them, it’s crowded, unsanitary 
And poor conditions within factories where people working 
And steel everywhere, mass-produced 
Replacing wood as the main building tool 
Got that telegraph, send message, delivered the same night 
New farming tools helped to increase the food supply 
Profiting companies, efficient production lines 
Polluting the air with nuclear waste, carbon dioxide 
These times provided humans benefits economically 
But damaged the environment negatively

3. Rework the song into a text about the Industrial Revolution

4. What is the Spinning Jenny and who invented it?
5. Go to the site and do the multiple choice quiz based on the song
https://www.jamcampus.com/industrial-revolution-song/
 
6. Come up with your own verse on one of the topics from this unit. 
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Research and Present 

1. Do Internet research to find current information on one of the 
topics listed below.

2. Present your findings in class.

Guidelines: 
a. Find, read and analyze at least five articles/materials on your issue. 
b. Collect them all in one file. 
c. Make a wordlist of 20+ words/phrases which form a lexical field of your 

topic. If you use quizlet9 as a vocabulary learning tool, make a quizlet set.
d. Summarise and compare the information of all the materials in writing 

(300+ words) using words from your wordlist. 
e. Make a ten-minute presentation of your findings in class. 

List of possible topics for research:
• What is the purpose of the British Royal Family? 
• Neolithic Revolution
• Peasant Agriculture
• Modern Economic Growth
• The Black Death
• The Industrial Revolution
• The Technological Revolution 
• The Great Slump
• The Age of Mercantilism
• The General Strike of 1926
• The Suez Crisis
• The Consumer Boom

9 https://quizlet.com/
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Reading 1

North and South by Elizabeth Gaskell

Before you read
1. Discuss the following questions with your partner.
1. What do you know about Elizabeth Gaskell? Have you read any of her books? 

Research her literary contribution, her writing style and her connection to the Brontë sisters. 
2. What do you know about the North–South divide in England? Research 

its cultural, economic, and social aspects (refer back to Unit I).

After you read:
1. Answer the following questions:
1. What was Sir Richard Arkwright’s most tangible contribution to the 

Industrial revolution besides his inventions?
2. Most parliamentary reformers, in the period of the Industrial Revolution, 

were inspired, not by ‘the shock of the new’, but by the precedents of the 
past. Why do you think that was the case?

3. Which other social issues are raised in the chapter? 
4. Research the 1833 Factory Act. Did it solve the problems of children in factories?

Vocabulary builder
1. Choose 10 collocations from the extract.
2. Translate them into Russian. 
3. Write a short paragraph or separate sentences using the chosen 

vocabulary items in the appropriate context. 



89

UK: Economics

Chapter X

1. Read the extract from the novel. 
2. Which key differences associated with the North-South divide 

are mentioned in the conversation occurring in this chapter? Fill in the 
table with your findings:

North South

Mr. Thornton and Mr. Hale were both absorbed in the continuation of some 
subject which had been started at their last meeting. Margaret was recalled to 
a sense of the present by some trivial, low-spoken remark of her mother’s; and 
on suddenly looking up from her work, her eye was caught by the difference of 
outward appearance between her father and Mr. Thornton, as betokening such 
distinctly opposite natures. […]

‘And this imagination of power, this practical realisation of a gigantic thought, 
came out of one man’s brain in our good town. That very man has it within him 
to mount, step by step, on each wonder he achieves to higher marvels still. 
And I’ll be bound to say, we have many among us who, if he were gone, could 
spring into the breach and carry on the war which compels, and shall compel, 
all material power to yield to science.’ 

‘Your boast reminds me of the old lines--»I’ve a hundred captains in 
England,» he said, «As good as ever was he.»’ 

At her father’s quotation Margaret looked suddenly up, with inquiring wonder 
in her eyes. How in the world had they got from cog-wheels to Chevy Chace? 

‘It is no boast of mine,’ replied Mr. Thornton; ‘it is plain matter-of-fact. 
I won’t deny that I am proud of belonging to a town--or perhaps I should 
rather say a district--the necessities of which give birth to such grandeur 
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of conception. I would rather be a man toiling, suffering--nay, failing and 
successless--here, than lead a dull prosperous life in the old worn grooves 
of what you call more aristocratic society down in the South, with their slow 
days of careless ease. One may be clogged with honey and unable to rise  
and fly.’ 

‘You are mistaken,’ said Margaret, roused by the aspersion on her beloved 
South to a fond vehemence of defence, that brought the colour into her cheeks 
and the angry tears into her eyes. ‘You do not know anything about the South. 
If there is less adventure or less progress--I suppose I must not say less 
excitement--from the gambling spirit of trade, which seems requisite to force 
out these wonderful inventions, there is less suffering also. I see men here 
going about in the streets who look ground down by some pinching sorrow or 
care--who are not only sufferers but haters. Now, in the South we have our 
poor, but there is not that terrible expression in their countenances of a sullen 
sense of injustice which I see here. You do not know the South, Mr. Thornton,’ 
she concluded, collapsing into a determined silence, and angry with herself for 
having said so much. 

‘And may I say you do not know the North?’ asked he, with an inexpressible 
gentleness in his tone, as he saw that he had really hurt her. She continued 
resolutely silent; yearning after the lovely haunts she had left far away in 
Hampshire, with a passionate longing that made her feel her voice would be 
unsteady and trembling if she spoke. 

‘At any rate, Mr. Thornton,’ said Mrs. Hale, ‘you will allow that Milton is a 
much more smoky, dirty town than you will ever meet with in the South.’ 

‘I’m afraid I must give up its cleanliness,’ said Mr. Thornton, with the quick 
gleaming smile. ‘But we are bidden by parliament to burn our own smoke; so I 
suppose, like good little children, we shall do as we are bid--some time.’ 

‘But I think you told me you had altered your chimneys so as to consume 
the smoke, did you not?’ asked Mr. Hale. 

‘Mine were altered by my own will, before parliament meddled with the 
affair. It was an immediate outlay, but it repays me in the saving of coal. I’m 
not sure whether I should have done it, if I had waited until the act was passed. 
At any rate, I should have waited to be informed against and fined, and given 
all the trouble in yielding that I legally could. But all laws which depend for their 
enforcement upon informers and fines, become inert from the odiousness of 
the machinery. I doubt if there has been a chimney in Milton informed against 
for five years past, although some are constantly sending out one-third of their 
coal in what is called here unparliamentary smoke.’ 

‘I only know it is impossible to keep the muslin blinds clean here above a 
week together; and at Helstone we have had them up for a month or more, and 
they have not looked dirty at the end of that time. And as for hands--Margaret, 
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how many times did you say you had washed your hands this morning before 
twelve o’clock? Three times, was it not?’ 

‘Yes, mamma.’ 
‘You seem to have a strong objection to acts of parliament and all legislation 

affecting your mode of management down here at Milton,’ said Mr. Hale. 
‘Yes, I have; and many others have as well. And with justice, I think. The 

whole machinery--I don’t mean the wood and iron machinery now--of the cotton 
trade is so new that it is no wonder if it does not work well in every part all 
at once. Seventy years ago what was it? And now what is it not? Raw, crude 
materials came together; men of the same level, as regarded education and 
station, took suddenly the different positions of masters and men, owing to 
the motherwit, as regarded opportunities and probabilities, which distinguished 
some, and made them far-seeing as to what great future lay concealed in 
that rude model of Sir Richard Arkwright’s. The rapid development of what 
might be called a new trade, gave those early masters enormous power of 
wealth and command. I don’t mean merely over the workmen; I mean over 
purchasers--over the whole world’s market. Why, I may give you, as an 
instance, an advertisement, inserted not fifty years ago in a Milton paper, 
that so-and-so (one of the half-dozen calico-printers of the time) would close 
his warehouse at noon each day; therefore, that all purchasers must come 
before that hour. Fancy a man dictating in this manner the time when he would 
sell and when he would not sell. Now, I believe, if a good customer chose 
to come at midnight, I should get up, and stand hat in hand to receive his  
orders.’ 

Margaret’s lip curled, but somehow she was compelled to listen; she could 
no longer abstract herself in her own thoughts. ‘I only name such things to show 
what almost unlimited power the manufacturers had about the beginning of this 
century. The men were rendered dizzy by it. Because a man was successful in 
his ventures, there was no reason that in all other things his mind should be 
well-balanced. On the Contrary, his sense of justice, and his simplicity, were 
often utterly smothered under the glut of wealth that came down upon him; 
and they tell strange tales of the wild extravagance of living indulged in on gala-
days by those early cotton-lords. There can be no doubt, too, of the tyranny 
they exercised over their work-people. You know the proverb, Mr. Hale, «Set 
a beggar on horseback, and he’ll ride to the devil,»--well, some of these early 
manufacturers did ride to the devil in a magnificent style--crushing human bone 
and flesh under their horses’ hoofs without remorse. But by-and-by came a re-
action, there were more factories, more masters; more men were wanted. The 
power of masters and men became more evenly balanced; and now the battle 
is pretty fairly waged between us. We will hardly submit to the decision of an 
umpire, much less to the interference of a meddler with only a smattering of 
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the knowledge of the real facts of the case, even though that meddler be called 
the High Court of Parliament. 

‘Is there necessity for calling it a battle between the two classes?’ asked Mr. 
Hale. ‘I know, from your using the term, it is one which gives a true idea of the 
real state of things to your mind.’ 

‘It is true; and I believe it to be as much a necessity as that prudent wisdom 
and good conduct are always opposed to, and doing battle with ignorance and 
improvidence. It is one of the great beauties of our system, that a working-
man may raise himself into the power and position of a master by his own 
exertions and behaviour; that, in fact, everyone who rules himself to decency 
and sobriety of conduct, and attention to his duties, comes over to our ranks; it 
may not be always as a master, but as an over-looker, a cashier, a book-keeper, 
a clerk, one on the side of authority and order.’ 

‘You consider all who are unsuccessful in raising themselves in the world, 
from whatever cause, as your enemies, then, if I understand you rightly,’ said 
Margaret’ in a clear, cold voice. ‘As their own enemies, certainly,’ said he, quickly, 
not a little piqued by the haughty disapproval her form of expression and tone 
of speaking implied. […] [Excerpt from Gaskell E., North and South, Penguin 
Classics, 1996]
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The Industrial Revolution Quiz

Do the following quiz and compare your answers with your partner

1. The 1800s were a time of ‘Industrial Revolution’, with great changes. 
Which of the following is NOT true?

a. A move from domestic industry to factory-based industry
b. A move from steam engines to wind power
c. A revolution in transport and communications

2. In 1750, which was the most highly populated area in England?
a. The South-East
b. The Midlands
c. The North

3. What was made compulsory by the 1833 Factory Act?
a. Two hours of education a day for children
b. Compulsory school attendance by children up to the age of ten
c. Schooling for very poor children

4. Which of these ‘heroes’ of the Agricultural Revolution was credited with 
publicising new ideas in agricultural shows?

a. Arnold Toynbee
b. Robert Bakewell
c. Coke of Holkham

5. In what way did ‘roof and pillar’ working improve coal mining?
a. It supported the roof
b. It helped prevent gas explosions
c. It provided ventilation

6. What were Turnpike Trusts set up to do?
a. Invest in canal building
b. Improve main roads
c. Build railways

7. When was the London Underground opened?
a. 1825
b. 1863
c. 1890
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8. What did Alexander Graham Bell patent in 1876?
a. The typewriter
b. The telephone
c. The machine gun

9. How long did it take to get from London to Manchester in 1700?
a. 4 days
b. 4 weeks
c. 4 hour

10. What was the purpose of the 1844 Railway Regulation Act?
a. To standardise time across the whole country, rather than relying on local time
b. To make railway companies offer a greater number of trains for workers
c. To improve conditions in third class
[Source: bbc.co.uk]

Current Issues Analysis 

Economics and UK economy

1. Do you know any current news about UK economy?

2. Choose one source from the list below and do mini-research. Skim the 
most important top articles about UK economy. 

3. Share what you have read with your group mates. Have you read stories 
covering the same news? 

https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/clm1wxp5378t/uk-economy
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/economics?page=1
https://www.theguardian.com/business/economics
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Economics
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/economy/

Debate 

1. Form two teams with a leader for each team. Research and debate 
the topic. 

• Resolved: This House would sacrifice economic growth for the good of 
the environment.
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• Writing an Expository Essay about a Quote 

I. How do you understand the following quote? Discuss it with your 
partner. 

“Pennies don’t fall from heaven -- they have to be earned here on Earth.”
Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minister, 1979

• Writing an introduction

The introductory paragraph for an essay responding to a quote requires you 
to show a clear understanding of the quote and some of the details. In your 
introduction:

1. Interest: write a hook sentence to grabs the reader’s attention
2. Notify: provide the reader with the background info, explain where it 

comes from. You may need to research it. 
3. Translate: paraphrase the quote.
4. Interpret: say how you understand the quote.
5. Outline: Outline what you are going to say in the essay. 
 
• Writing an essay body

1. Place the Quote in Context
This is one of the most important parts of the essay. By ‘context’ we mean 

that you need to show a deep understanding of the background information 
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about the quote. In order to do this select from the following strategies. For 
strategies A and B you may need to do some background research:

a) Explain the theme of the speech, article or book that the quote 
comes from

b) Explain the story of the person who made the quote
c) Use who, where, when and why questions
If you find it hard to use strategies A or B, use this approach. 
A. Use one of the strategies to put the quote at the beginning of the 

unit in context

2. Explore the Quote’s Contested Meanings
A quote can often have multiple interpretations. If your quote could be 

interpreted in different ways, you will need to examine the different ways in 
which it is interpreted. However, some quotes can have a clear central meaning.

a. Do you think the quote at the start of the unit has multiple 
meanings? Discuss it with your partner(s). Note down different ideas 
while discussing. 

3. Explore the quote’s relevance to you and/or to today’s world
• Which interpretation of the quote is most convincing, in your mind?
• Has the quote influenced you to think more deeply about something?
• Has the quote changed your mind about something or prompted you to 

act differently in the future?

II. Write an expository essay about one of the following quotes:
• “Countries such as Great Britain and the United States became rich 

because their citizens overthrew the elites who controlled power and 
created a society [where political rights were much more broadly 
distributed, where the government was accountable and responsive to 
citizens, and] where the great mass of people could take advantage of 
economic opportunities.” (Daron Acemoğlu)

• “The United Nations has a critical role to play in promoting stability, 
security, democracy, human rights, and economic development. The UN 
is as relevant today as at any time in its history, but it needs reform.” 
(Chuck Hagel)

• “Economic development and poverty alleviation are so complicated that 
I don’t think there’s a single background or a single discipline that is 
sufficient to tackle these great human problems.” (Jim Yong Kim)

• “The social justice movement of the 21st century is economic 
development.” (Wendell Pierce)
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• “Economic growth without social progress lets the great majority of 
people remain in poverty, while a privileged few reap the benefits of 
rising abundance. “ (John F. Kennedy)

What’s your takeaway from Unit 4? 
Write out five interesting and/or surprising facts that you have learnt from 

the texts, articles or videos. You may want to look through the texts again. 
Share with your partner. 

1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________
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Social Profile

Discuss the following questions with your partner:
• Is family important in your country? 
• How has the size of the family changed in the last few decades?
• What role do grandparents play in the family in your country? 

1. Read the text and answer the following questions:
1. What are the main changes to British society in terms of age, ethnic 

origin and family structure?
2. What changes are going on in Britain as far as the family is concerned?
3. Why is the number of non-marital births decreasing?
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 Core Reading

Reading 1

Population in the UK
It is easy to assume that the population of a country like Britain is stable, 

but it is a dangerous assumption to make. There is plenty of change going 
on. Britain’s 2018 population is 66.57 million according to the most recent 
UN estimates. Each year in June, the Office for National Statistics releases 
an updated estimate based on migration and fertility statistics. The last full 
UK census was carried out in 2011, showing a population of 63 mln, up from 
2001’s census figure of 58 mln. As already noted, the population is unevenly 
distributed across the land, and there has been a persistent drift to the 
south and south east since 1980s. But the shape of Britain’s population in age 
and composition has been changing substantially, too. Since the middle of the 
century fertility has fluctuated, rapidly increasing and decreasing (up to 30 
per cent variation) in a single decade. This has implications for health and 
education services, and for employment.

Overall, the ‘baby boom’ that followed the end of the Second World War, 
and the subsequent decline in births (to slightly under replenishment 
level) during the 1970s, are leading to major changes in balance between 
age groups. The birth rate has fallen since the ‘baby boom’, and the balance 
between young and old has shifted. In 1971, 24 per cent of the population was 
under the age of 15. By 1995 this proportion had fallen to about 20 per cent 
while the proportion of over-65-year-olds increased from 13 to 18 per cent. The 
population in the UK is getting older with 18% aged 65 and over and 2.4% aged 
85 and over. 

The British population is already one of the oldest in Europe. In 1990, the 
median age in Britain was 36 but now it has risen to 40.3. There will be 
twice as many people aged 85 or over by 2020 as in 1990. A disproportionate 
number of the old, incidentally, choose to retire to the south coast and East 
Anglia, creating regional imbalances.

Britain is also changing ethnically. There used to be an assumption that 
the British were nearly all Anglo-Saxon, in spite of the substantial immigration 
of people from continental Europe during the first half of the XX century. Of 
course, they were largely invisible. Since black people from the Caribbean were 
first recruited to fill job vacancies during the 1950s, over two million Afro-
Caribbean and Asian people have come to live and work in Britain. 

Despite such changes, broad stereotypical views concerning British society 
persist. Take, for example, the classic family.
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The Family
The nuclear family, a married couple with perhaps two children, is still 

considered the ideal social unit and most young people still aspire to this idea 
of their own future. Yet as a picture of the way most British people live, it is 
increasingly unrealistic. If the picture includes the traditional idea of the man 
going out to work while the wife stays at home, it is now true of less than 10 per 
cent of households. Even without such a limited definition, only about 50 per 
cent of the population live in nuclear family households, and even within this 
group a considerable proportion of parents are in their second marriage with 
children from a previous marriage.

Social behaviour is rapidly changing. The number of people living alone has 
risen significantly, from one in 10 in 1951 to more than one in four 40 years 
later. In the same period the proportion of households containing five or more 
people has halved to fewer than one in 10. The British are clearly becoming a 
more solitary nation in their living habits. These facts have social implications, 
for example housing needs in the future.

Until 1990 or so it was possible to maintain that marriage was as popular as 
ever. Recently, however, there has been a rapid drop from the annual average of 
400,000 weddings during the 1980s to only 279,000 by 1996, the lowest ever 
recorded figure. In 1961, 85 per cent of all marriages were for the first time, 
while today 38 per cent are second marriages for at least one partner. Britain has 
one of the highest divorce rates in Europe. Forty two per cent of marriages end 
in divorce, one quarter of first marriages failing in the first five years. The rate is 
highest among those on a low income and those who marry very young, say 
under the age of 24. By 1995 people were also on average three years older 
when they married, 28 for men and 26 for women, compared with the average 
ages in 1985. The average age at marriage continues to rise. The average age 
for men marrying in 2015 was 37.5 years, while for women it was 35.1 years. 

One inevitable consequence of the climbing divorce rate has been the rise 
of single-parent families. These families often experience isolation and poverty. 
Single-parent families have been increasing, from 8 per cent of all families in 
1972 to 22 per cent by 2016. The great majority of single parents are women. 
One in three children under the age of five has divorced parents. Forty per cent 
of children experience the divorce of their parents before the age of 18.

There has also been an increase in babies born outside marriage. It is 
indicative of both the increasing proportion and changing social attitudes that 
these babies, once described as ‘illegitimate’, are now described officially as 
‘non-marital’. In 1961 only 6 per cent of births were non-marital, but the rate 
has recently risen steeply from 16 to 47 per cent in the years 1983-2016. This 
rapid rise reflects the increase in cohabitation, which accounts for 67 per cent 
of non-marital births. Unfortunately, cohabitation is no indication of a long-term 
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stable environment for children. Statistics show that cohabiting parents are 
three times more likely to split up than married parents.

What can be made of such evidence? For some, such statistics are evidence 
of moral decline, and they argue the need to return to traditional values. In 
the face of the evidence this sounds like wishful thinking.

Is Britain really in moral decline? It would be safer to say that moral values 
are changing, with less attention to traditional definitions of immorality, and 
greater emphasis on personal morality being rooted in kindness and respect for 
others. Many, however, would disagree with this verdict, pointing to the high 
divorce and non-marital birth rates as evidence of fundamental failure to be 
kind and to respect others. To blame a moral decline on the failure to uphold 
family values is simplistic. There are other things which must be considered 
to understand what is going on in society and why. A fundamental one is the 
matter of social class. […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• nuclear family (household)
• single-parent family
• non-marital births
• unevenly distributed
• regional imbalances
• to argue the need
• increasingly unrealistic
• (climbing) divorce rate
• cohabitate/cohabitation
• implication
• morality/immorality
• to uphold family values
• census

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. Ирландское общество старается поддерживать традиционные 

семейные ценности. 2. За последние десять лет в стране значительно вырос 
уровень разводов. Это связывают с изменением отношения к роли семьи 
в обществе. 3. Многие молодые люди выбирают проживать совместно, не 
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вступая при этом в брак. 4. Распределение населения на территории страны 
является крайне неравномерным. 5. Согласно исследованию, дети из 
неполных семей с большей вероятностью будут испытывать материальные 
трудности и обладать ограниченным доступом к основным услугам в сфере 
образования и здравоохранения. 6. В результате роста популярности 
модели нуклеарной семьи произошел разрыв тесных традиционных связей, 
существовавших между бабушками, дедушками и их внуками. 

4. Fill in the gaps with prepositions and translate the highlighted 
phrases.

1. The energy plan calls for further development of renewable energy but 
still stipulates that nuclear energy should account _______________ 20 to 22 
percent of Japan’s power generation by fiscal 2030.

2. The construction will probably cause some increase __________________ 
traffic delays.

3. Prices have increased ___________________ average by five percent.
4. Operators of public swimming pools all over the Southland are hoping 

that initial surge in popularity is indicative _____________________ this 
summer’s prospects.

5. Voter approval of the Supreme Court has been slumping for years, in step 
with the decline _________________ trust of virtually all institutions.

6. Even __________________ two incomes, we’re having a hard time 
keeping up with our bills.

7. One ________________ three construction firms are already feeling 
the impact of Brexit.

5. Fill in the gaps with one word from the text. 
1. It would be unreasonable to seek the ____________________ of the 

working capital reserve from the United Nations regular budget, but neither 
could the untenable situation be wished away.

2. A _________________ family consists of a mother, father, and their 
biological or adoptive descendants.

3. The average wage of a group of persons earning 3, 4, 5, 8, and 10 dollars 
an hour is 6 dollars, whereas the __________________ one is 5 dollars.

4. She has been ___________________ in pursuing the job.
5. We are doing three times as _________________ natural disaster 

assessments today as we did in 1960.
6. She _______________ to a career in medicine.

6. Make up sentences with the highlighted words and phrases from 
the text.
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 Core Reading

Reading 2

Social class

Read the text and answer the following questions:
1. What social classes exist in Britain?
2. How has social division changed in Britain lately?
3. In what classes is there the least social mobility?
4. What are the usual professions of the elite?

% of 
population 
(NRS Jan- 
Dec 2016)

A Higher managerial, administrative and professional 4
B Intermediate managerial, administrative and professional 23

C1
Supervisory, clerical and junior managerial, administrative 
and professional 28

C2 Skilled manual workers 20
D Semi-skilled and unskilled manual workers 15

E
State pensioners, casual and lowest grade workers, 
unemployed with state benefits only 10

On becoming Prime Minister in 1990, John Major announced: “We will … make 
the whole of the country a genuinely classless society”. In fact he failed, for the 
gap between rich and poor grew during his premiership, but his statement was 
a clear admission that class is still a real feature in English society, though less 
so in the Celtic countries. The English are self-conscious about class. Many 
think it is a thing of the past, because it does not unduly impinge on their daily 
lives. But it is there, even if it is very different from what it was 50 years ago.

Market researchers in the 1950s applied six classes in Britain, and they 
have tended to be used ever since. The following figures are for 2016.

[Source: National Readership Survey, NRS, 2016/2017]
The terms still apply today. The kind of work done not only indicates 

education and how much is earned, but also the kind of social contact that is 
usual. Most people generally mix socially with the same kind of people as their 
work colleagues and usually live in streets or neighbourhoods which reflect that 



104

UNIT 5

social grouping. Manual workers tend to mix with each other, as do professionals 
(doctors, lawyers and senior civil servants) and managers.

This suggests a static situation, but there is major movement between classes. 
Many people move from one category to another during their working lives. The 
working class is rapidly declining. In 1911 three out of every four employed or 
self-employed people were manual workers. By 1950 that proportion had fallen 
to two out of three, but since then has fallen to 35 per cent or so. Since the 1950s 
there has been a massive growth of the middle class. But there has also been the 
emergence of a sizeable ‘underclass’, as Category E is commonly known.

Class has both crude and subtle components. A combination of wealth 
and education form the crude indicators. Yet the sense of social class or group 
is affected by social circle as well as education and wealth. A relatively poor but 
highly educated family may find itself associating with wealthier but similarly highly 
educated friends. A traditional landowning but less highly educated ‘gentry’ family 
will probably associate with other landowners of similar educational level. There 
are one or two expensive private schools (part of the ‘public school’ system) which 
cater for the less intelligent children of the upper elite of the country. But there are 
also children of those who belong to the upper middle class who go to an ordinary 
local state-funded school rather than a fee-paying school. The former is likely 
to remain part of the elite. The latter may function comfortably in a wider range 
of social classes. There can also be a major class difference between grown-up 
children and their parents. Marriage outside one’s class is much more common than 
it used to be. Consequently, the ‘extended’ family, including cousins, will probably 
include people who in their social life belong to quite different social classes.

The middle class, in particular, has great fluidity and mobility. During the 20 
years 1971-91, approximately two million jobs were created in the professional 
and managerial fields alone, and the whole middle class is constantly expanding. 
Over half of today’s middle class started life in the working class. Their children 
may well aspire to the upper middle class.

Despite this fluidity, the elite of society, itself a segment of the professional 
class, takes great care to protect itself. This includes the ‘gentry’ class made 
up mainly of landowners, and others who move in the most exclusive English 
social circles. It sends its children to be educated privately at a public school, 
where its children obtain a better academic education than normally possible in 
state-funded schools. More importantly they obtain a sense of social superiority 
through the public schools’ elitist culture. A recent Provost of Eon College told 
assembled pupils that they were being educated so as to ‘exercise authority’. 
A boy at John Major’s old (state) school had this to say: ‘If John Major wants a 
classless society, then he’ll have to abolish the public school sector. We can’t 
have equal opportunities with two different sectors’. Another commented, ‘You 
feel different from them. It’s not equal. They start on a different level.’
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It is also true that the ‘top’ 1 per cent has enormous influence and control. 
A handful of outsiders obtain access to this elite. It is sometimes known as 
‘The Establishment’ and sometimes as ‘The Great and the Good’. They 
move easily in the most influential political, cultural or social circles. The top 
1 per cent of wealth holders probably own about one-quarter of the nation’s 
wealth, a large drop from the two-thirds they controlled in 1914 but a larger 
proportion than one might expect in a modern democracy. The sons all go to 
public schools, usually the more famous ones. As one sociologist has noted, 
‘The ruling minority has survived all the transformations from medieval to 
modern society by a long series of concessions and accommodations in return 
for retention of privileges and property’. 

Traditionally, the young men of this elite went into the professions: the Civil 
Service, the law, the medicine, the armed forces or the Church. That was partly 
the result of the original public school ethic of ‘service’. During the Thatcher years 
this characteristic changed. Increasingly, this elite, but also many members of 
the upper middle class as a whole, has moved from public service into the 
private sector: merchant banks, accountancy, management and financial 
consultancy. The reason is quite simple. Until the late 1970s salaries in the 
private sector were reasonably comparable to those in public life. But from 
1979 private sector salaries soared in the new free market ethos.

Those who think that Britain has a class-ridden society usually think of 
the contrast between the old moneyed ‘upper class’, maintained by its great 
wealth, property and privileged education, together with the growing economic 
super class on the one hand, and the underclass of dependent, unemployed or 
homeless people on the other. But these two extremes are where there is the 
least social mobility. In between there is huge social mobility. Nevertheless, 
the perception of class conflict remains. Since 1964 opinion polls have asked 
a random sample of people, ‘There used to be a lot of talk in politics about the 
‘class struggle’. Do you think there is a class struggle in this country?’ In 1964, 
48 per cent thought so, a figure which has risen to a remarkable 81 per cent in 
1995, reflecting the increasing disparity between rich and poor in Britain. […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• disparity
• ethos
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• handful
• underclass
• extended family
• (social, racial) superiority
• retention
• the Establishment
• concession
• Provost
• class-ridden society

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. Колоссальный разрыв между богатыми и бедными превращается в 

угрозу для международного мира и безопасности. 2. Расширенная семья – 
широко распространенная практика в сельских районах. 3. Новый низший 
класс – обратная сторона меритократической элиты. 4. В начале XX века 
британцы пропагандировали идею расового превосходства над ирландцами. 

4. Fill in the gaps with the following adjectives.
Manual  crude   subtle  the former 

    the latter   medieval   self-conscious  merchant  
random

1. In modern terms, a _______________ bank is a firm or financial 
institution that invests equity capital directly in businesses and often provides 
those businesses with advisory services.

2. A _______________ sample of doctors from around the country were 
selected for the study.

3. He has a collection of old-fashioned _______________ typewriters.
4. She first described the procedure in ______________ terms, and then 

went into more detail.
5. Tom’s interests were rich in variety, with an affinity for travel, the 

discussion of current events, and a passionate interest in _______________ 
literature and history.

6. There exists a fundamental trade-off between capitalist prosperity and 
economic security. As a nation we have chosen to have less of the _____________ 
in order to have more of the ______________.

7. Although artists and patrons in Venice still sought images of ideal figures, 
they insisted that this imagery be rooted in a more _______________ and 
insightful interpretation of human life and character.

8. He’s very __________________ about his appearance.
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5. Match the verbs with their definitions.
to abolish to supply what is required or desired
to soar to have an effect; influence
to impinge to bring to an end by law
to exercise to rise or increase dramatically
to cater to make effective in action; use

6. Fill in the gaps and translate the highlighted phrases.
1. The move toward a more democratic state will not be universally welcomed 

by the great and the __________________.
2. ______________ servants are those who are employed by ‘the Crown’.
3. The distinctive trait of wealth __________________ in all eras is that 

they enjoy the fullest range of choice in determining and fulfilling who they 
want to become and what they want to do for themselves, their families, and 
the world around them.

4. Images of the strife-__________________ nation have been widely 
broadcast and stories of catastrophe and struggle have been at the forefront.

5. One of the Scottish courses and the Irish resort were at various times closed 
for business, so the numbers are not directly comparable _________________ 
the year earlier.

6. Schools often fail to cater ________ the needs of gifted children.
7. The ministry insisted that the law would not impinge __________________ 

freedom of expression or the protection of journalists’ sources.

7. Make up sentences with the highlighted words and phrases from 
the text.

Watching and Reading

Social disparity
1. Watch the following video before reading the article.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QWmi3WRT6o

2. Read the text and answer questions.
1. What are the seven classes described in the article?
2. How are the elites concentrated in different areas in Britain?
3. As for the level of education, what are the differences between social 

classes?
4. What is the connection between a person’s salary and the salary of their 

parents?
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The seven social classes of 21st century Britain - where do you fit in?
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-34766169

The BBC has released the latest analysis of data of the 21st century 
social classes - what does it mean to be ‘elite’?

In 2013, everyone went crazy for the BBC’s social classes calculator.
It sorted us all into seven distinct social groups, from the precariat to the 

elite.
Professor Mike Savage from the London School of Economics thinks that 

the traditional three-class analysis is out of date, so he created a new way of 
sorting class-obsessed Britain into social groups.

In his new book, Social Class in the 21st Century, Savage delves deeper 
into the Great British Class Survey findings from 161,000 people.

The seven social classes
• Elite - This is the wealthiest and most privileged group in the UK. They 

went to private school and elite universities and enjoy high cultural 
activities such as listening to classical music and going to the opera.

• Established middle class - This is the most gregarious and the second 
wealthiest of all the class groups. They work in traditional professions 
and socialise with a wide variety of people, and take part in a wide 
variety of cultural activities.

• Technical middle class - This is a small, distinctive and prosperous 
new class group. They prefer emerging culture, such as social media, 
and mix mainly among themselves. They work in science and tech and 
come from middle-class backgrounds.

• New affluent workers - These people are economically secure, without 
being well-off. This class group is sociable, has lots of cultural interests 
and sits in the middle of all the groups in terms of wealth. They’re likely 
to come from working class backgrounds.

• Traditional working class - This group has the oldest average age, and 
they’re likely to own their own home. They mix among themselves and 
don’t enjoy emerging culture. Jobs in this group include lorry drivers, 
cleaners and electricians.

• Emergent service workers - These young people have high social and 
cultural capital - so they know people from all different walks of life, and 
enjoy a wide range of cultural activities - but are not financially secure.

• Precariat - The poorest and most deprived social group. They tend 
to mix socially with people like them and don’t have a broad range of 
cultural interests. More than 80% rent their home.
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The elite are more obsessed with class than anyone else
Around 6% of the population are elite. However, 22% of the people who 

took the survey turned out to be in this social group.
25% of the population are estimated to be in the established middle class - 

but 45% of the survey respondents got this result.
Compare this to the precariat - they make up 15% of our society but less 

than 1% of them took the quiz.
Savage said this may have been because they found the survey 

“intimidating”.

The elites are concentrated around London and the South of England
As you can see from the map, the darkest areas - which correspond to 

concentration of elites - are mainly in London and the South of England.
However, not all people in the South are classed as elite. Towns like Swindon, 

Slough and Crawley have relatively low proportions of elites, but with wealthy 
clusters not far away.

As we go further North, and in to Wales and Ireland, the clusters become 
pink, which means that less people there are classed as elite.

This isn’t that surprising - but it is striking to see the difference on a map.

The elite are more likely to have gone to university than most - but 
so are emergent service workers

The young and cultured, but financially insecure emergent service workers 
are very likely to have gone to university.

They have a higher proportion of graduates in their class than any of the 
others, except those at the very top of society.
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Most of the graduates are in the established middle class, which isn’t a 
surprise, but perhaps it is surprising that some of the most financially insecure 
people in the country have a university degree.

The graph does, however, show that it is possible to be in the elite group 
without a degree.

Savage concludes that getting a good degree can affect which class people 
are likely to end up in - but not going to university does not mean they have 
no prospect of moving up.

It appears that people in high-salary jobs, whose parents were also 
in high-salary jobs, get paid more

It seems from the data that people in the same job might get paid more or 
less, depending on what their parents did.

People whose parents were in high-salary jobs seem to get paid more in the 
top industries than those whose parents were not in high-salary jobs.
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Is the old adage “It’s not what you know, it’s who you know” still true 
today?

“There are various possibilities as to why those from senior management 
family backgrounds have higher pay,” says Savage.

“It could be either because of the support they were given to get better 
qualifications, or because strings were pulled, or because they have more 
confidence.” [Source: https://www.telegraph.co.uk]

1. Look at the phrases in bold type in the text. Paraphrase them 
using synonyms or derivatives. 

2. Complete the following quiz and find out what social class you 
are. https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-22000973

3. Discuss and compare your results with your group mates. 
1. What factors does this British class calculator take into account? 
2. Do you believe that it is a reliable system?
3. What measures should be taken to create a classless society?
4. Why is the disparity increasing between rich and poor in Britain?
5. Compare social mobility in Britain and in Russia. What factors are different 

and what factors are the same?
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 Core Reading

Reading 3

Read the text and answer the following questions:
1. How has the role of women changed in Britain over the last seventy 

years? 
2. What are the reasons behind the changing role of women in the society? 
3. What is a “can-do generation”? In what context is it used in the text? 

Gender 
Many women would argue that there is a different half of the nation which gets 

less than its fair share of power, freedom and wealth: the female sex. In spite 
of the considerable change in social attitudes since 1945, and particularly since 
the feminist revolution which began in the 1960s, parity has yet to be achieved. 
Women have entered employment in increasing numbers. Nevertheless, their 
position relative to men in employment improves only slowly.

The reasons are complex, largely to do with the fact that men continue 
to control the positions of power and of wealth and either consciously or 
subconsciously usually replace themselves with other men. In spite of having a 
female monarch and having had a female Prime Minister for over a decade, the 
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difficulties begin at the top. Margaret Thatcher only ever had one other female 
Cabinet minister, who lasted for less than a year.

This characteristic is widespread. In 1995 the first woman ever was 
appointed as a police Chief Constable, and it was widely reported as a significant 
breach of a male dominated preserve. 

More women succeed in business, but they still attract curiosity. When 
appointed or sacked, they attract press comment not only on their professional 
ability but also on their private lives. Men do not receive similar treatment. 
Women in career structures often sense that a ‘glass ceiling’ exists which 
prevents them reaching the top.

Women are also paid less than men. Married women rather than their 
husbands suffer the career penalties of producing and raising children.  
A small but growing number of employers ensure that mothers can resume 
their careers without any damage to their career prospects after having a baby.

For those women who do work, there is an added penalty. Although on 
average they work shorter hours than men, there has been no substantial 
adjustment of the domestic burden. Women still do more domestic work than 
men. […]

A reversal of previous inequality, however, is taking place among younger 
people. It starts at school, where girls are now out-performing boys. Girls not 
only work harder at school, but also prepare themselves more carefully at all 
stages for obtaining employment. They are also increasingly thought to have 
better skills at teamwork, and the achievement of objectives by consensus.

This is not solely to do with the fact that boys mature later. Many boys have 
watched their fathers become unemployed and idle at home. It is a dispiriting role 
model. Manual work, in which physical prowess was important, notably mining, 
steel production, heavy engineering, has radically declined. Boys are far more 
frequently targeted by drug pushers and are twice as likely to be the victims of 
crime or violence than women. In a society in which an increasing proportion of 
women have children outside marriage, unmarried fathers have no rights over 
the children. Such factors add up to a widespread loss of self-esteem, and the 
loss of an identifiable male role for many boys. A growing number of young 
women feel they can do without men. Thus, alongside growing gender equality 
lies the danger of a large number of young men with little purpose in their lives, 
something which itself may generate major social problems.

Though young people tend to worry about employment, they also have fewer 
interests outside those spheres relevant to obtaining a job. But they are more 
disciplined than they used to be. The Industrial Society drew a picture of an 
optimistic, ‘can-do’ generation who want to be better themselves through 
education, while learning practical skills. They aspire to traditional values, for 
example preferring the idea of marriage and family stability to partnerships, 
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possibly because many know the trauma of parents divorcing. But they are also 
more isolated than their parents’ generation. Only one in five feel they are part of 
a community, a sad reflection on the atomization of modern British society. […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]

Vocabulary builder 

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• fair share
• parity
• breach
• burden
• glass ceiling
• by consensus
• outperform
• mature
• self-esteem
• identifiable 

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. Богатые люди должны платить справедливую долю налогов со 

своего дохода. 2. Мы надеемся, что решение будет принято консенсусом.  
3. Каждый человек должен иметь чувство собственного достоинства. 4. Наши 
куки-файлы не содержат персонально идентифицируемой информации. 
5. Наконец, «стеклянный потолок», который мешал женщинам стать 
президентами, дал трещину в нескольких местах. 6. Докладчик подчеркнул 
необходимость обеспечения паритета между шестью официальными 
языками ООН. 7. Исследование показало, что женщины превосходят мужчин 
в учебе и в целом более ответственно относятся к своему образованию. 
8. На женщин в сельских районах развивающихся стран ложится тяжелое 
бремя. 

4. Fill in the gaps with one of the words from the vocabulary list. Put 
the word in the correct form where necessary. 

1. We want to create that ________________ with people who work 
from home, so that if you work from home, you’re not a second-class citizen.

2. When the pluses and minuses are added together, the economic outlook 
generally favors emerging markets over ______________ ones.
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3. The students joined the conference _______________ only as small 
rectangles on a video call.

4. If you think everything you do is wonderful and deserves praise, you 
have no _____________ problems.

5. The organisation will be prepared to respond appropriately when human 
rights are _____________ in a selected area.

6. This situation places a ______________ on our economy and thereby 
affects our economic relations abroad.

5. a. Find several definitions of a “can-do” generation’. Which of 
them do you find the clearest one? 

b. Imagine that you are a journalist who has to write an article about 
“can-do” generation. Think about the points you would like to emphasize.

6. a. Research various meaning of the word “atomization”. 
b. Find articles illustrating “the atomization of modern British society”.

6. Read the following sentence from the text. Would you agree with 
the statement? Why? 

“Many women would argue that there is a different half of the nation which 
gets less than its fair share of power, freedom and wealth: the female sex.”

7. a. Find five example of the collocation “glass ceiling” in the 
authentic sources. 

b. How would you solve the problem of the “glass ceiling”? 

8. Discuss the following questions with your group mates. 
1. Women are said to be still disadvantaged in British society. Why might 

young males, however, feel disadvantaged? 
2. Can you find any similarities with the current situation in Russia? Support 

your ideas with examples. 
3. Comment on the following phrase: Some are more equal than others.

Current Issues Analysis

1. Read the headline and translate it into Russian. Do you find the 
headline expressive or dull? Justify your viewpoint.

2. Read the article and sum up the main issues. 
3. Discuss the issues with your partner. 
4. Make a list of 10-15 words/phrases from the article. 
Saying women don’t want the highest-paid jobs won’t wash any more
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/apr/05/women-

highest-paid-jobs-reporting-gender-pay-gap
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Watching, listening and discussing

1. Discuss the following question with your partner.
What kind of occupations do you believe to be inappropriate for women? 

Why? Give your reasons. 

2. Watch the video and note down the main issues it addresses.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0P6prUtaeI

3. Discuss the following questions with your partner.
1. What’s your attitude to the idea expressed in the video? 
2. What’s your opinion on the following statement? 
“Girls not only work harder at school, but also prepare themselves more carefully 

at all stages for obtaining employment. They are also increasingly thought to have 
better skills at teamwork, and the achievement of objectives by consensus.” 

4. Write a free-style essay on the following topic: 
Atomization in the third Millennium.

Creativity Boost:

Make a talk show on the following topic.
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A growing number of young women feel they can do without men.

Guidelines: 
• Discuss the idea of the talk show with your group mates.
• Choose the producer and the host(s).
• Choose your role (opponents/proponents of the idea expressed, 

representatives of mass media, feminist organizations, physicians, 
politicians, etc.). 

• Develop arguments advocating your points of view. 
• The producer’s role is to write a script of the show discussing the role of 

each participant in the show. 
• Present your show in class. 
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Current Issues Analysis

1. Read the headline and translate it into Russian. Do you find the 
headline expressive or dull? Why?

2. Read the article and sum up the main issues. 

3. Discuss the issues with your partner. 

In atomized Britain, a collective push to tackle loneliness

https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2018/0214/In-atomized-
Britain-a-collective-push-to-tackle-loneliness#:~:text=Britons%20are%20
more%20prone%20to,is%20tasked%20with%20finding%20solutions.

Britons are more prone to social isolation than other Europeans, and 
researchers say the cost for society in lost productivity and poor health is rising. 
A new minister of loneliness is tasked with finding solutions.

Frank Buckley, a widowed retiree, puts the kettle on after spending his 
second day this week doing woodwork in an old converted barn with a group 
of other men. His group of amateur carpenters are part of a national initiative 
for socially isolated Britons called – what else? – The Men’s Shed project that 
has opened more than 400 communal sheds for men who have retired or are 
unable to work due to disability or unemployment.

“It’s good because a few men get together, have a cup of tea and help each 
other with bits and pieces using the wood lathe and other tools,” says Mr. Buckley.
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The Men’s Shed is just one way that Britons are trying to tackle the growing 
problem of loneliness in a country where nine million people are either always 
or often lonely, according to a 2017 study by The Co-op and the British Red 
Cross. Britain has been dubbed Europe’s loneliness capital: Britons are less 
likely to know their neighbours than residents anywhere else in Europe, 
and a high proportion of the population says they have no one to rely on in  
a crisis.

These fraying social bonds, and the health risks associated with them, led 
the British government to appoint last month its first-ever minister for loneliness. 
The new minister, Conservative MP Tracey Crouch, will work with businesses 
and charities to draw up a government strategy to tackle the problem.

The ministerial post was one of the recommendations of a parliamentary 
commission that published its findings in December. Rachel Reeves, an opposition 
lawmaker who co-chaired the commission, called loneliness in Britain a social 
epidemic. “When the culture and the communities that once connected us to 
one another disappear, we can be left feeling abandoned and cut off from 
society,” she said in a speech to announce the report.

Understanding why loneliness exists can help ease it, say scientists
That’s how it felt for Buckley, now 69, when his wife fell sick. In her final 

years, he was her sole care-giver; the couple had no children and their relatives 
live elsewhere. He was also struggling to adjust to retirement after losing his 
last job as a driver for a patient transfer service and not being able to find 
further work in this corner of rural Shropshire, bracketed between Wales and 
the industrial Midlands.

“I didn’t enjoy being unemployed. You just spend time sitting and doing 
nothing and you become morose,” he says. His wife encouraged him to join the 
woodworking group and he found that it helped, particularly after she passed in 
2016 and he was home alone.

“When I lost my wife, I started going to the shed twice a week as I wanted 
something to occupy my time so I wasn’t just sat on my own at home. There are 
a couple of other people now in the same kind of situation who are bereaved 
and it does help to share that,” he says.

The group also does volunteer work in the community and Buckley belongs 
to a social club that meets for Sunday lunch.

An unhealthy problem
The problem of social isolation is more than individuals simply feeling lonely –  

research shows that loneliness can have detrimental effects on both mental 
and physical health. One study by Age UK found that nearly a third of older men 
who have health problems are lonely. While chronic loneliness may not have 
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caused their health problems, other studies have found it is as dangerous as 
smoking 15 cigarettes a day, as bad for you as obesity, and can increase the 
likelihood of an early death by 26 percent. 

Britain’s economy is also feeling the pinch. A study published last year 
found that social isolation could cost the British economy £32 billion ($44 billion) 
annually. The research, commissioned by the Eden Project, based its estimate 
on the cost of additional health and welfare spending and of an overall loss of 
economic productivity in disconnected communities.

So why is the problem so much greater in the UK compared to its European 
peers? Edward Davies, the head of policy for the Centre for Social Justice, a 
right-leaning think tank, says there are many theories. One starts with the 
breakdown of the nuclear family in modern Britain, where 42 percent of 
marriages now end in divorce and where more people are choosing to remain 
single.

“Historically more people were in pairs, and grandparents would live with 
their adult children rather than living alone. There has been a big shift away 
from that in just a couple of generations and we haven’t quite confronted it as 
a society,” he says. 

Another factor cited by Mr. Davies and other researchers is that British 
society is becoming more individualistic. Recent figures show that only 13 
percent – just 2.6 million workers – are members of a union, down from nearly 
one in two workers in 1979. A recent surge of new members in the opposition 
Labour Party belies a steady, decades-long decline in British political-party 
membership. “There seems to be a wider disinterest in being part of something 
bigger but it means when life gets tough, you don’t have those structures to 
fall back on,” says Davies.

A respite from Brexit
Prime Minister Theresa May’s decision to appoint a minister of loneliness 

won her a rare burst of cross-party praise and a brief respite from heated 
Brexit-related politicking.

The parliamentary fact-finding that led to the ministerial post was itself 
a reminder of that political heat: Its official name is the Jo Cox Commission 
on Loneliness. Ms. Cox, a Labour MP, formed the commission in 2016 before 
she was murdered by a right-wing extremist in the run-up to the Brexit  
referendum.

It’s not just older people who struggle with social isolation in Britain.  
It can also affect new mothers, those caring for family members, and people 
with disabilities, say researchers. And that isolation is self-reinforcing as more 
people feel that they are struggling alone and have no one that they can  
turn to.
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While the appointment of a minister solely for the problem of social isolation 
shows that the government is getting serious about it, Davies warns that it’s not 
just something the government can solve. It starts with something as simple 
as walking out the door and getting involved in the community. “We all need 
to play our part in helping to reduce our own and everyone else’s isolation,” he 
says.

4. Summarise the article using the following phrases.
• The article speaks about…
• The author touches upon one of the most crucial issues of the present-

day society…
• It would be only natural to stress that…
• It won’t be an exaggeration to say that…
• It explains why…
• It would be too much to say … but…
• The author has conclusively shown that…
• It must be emphasized that…
• I can hardly believe that… though the facts show that, life proves that…

5. Write a five-paragraph essay on the following topic. Use new 
words/phrases from the article in your essay.

All the lonely people: Is modern life making us lonely? 
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 Core Reading

Reading 4

Read the text and answer the following questions:

1. Did the immigrants assimilate into the British society quickly in the 
1950s? 

2. What did the anti-discrimination laws introduced by the government lead to? 
3. What are the major complaints against ethnic minorities? 
4. What are the challenges most ethnic minorities face on a daily basis? 

Ethnic minorities

1. Why do you think lots of immigrants have failed to integrate? 
Make up a list of reasons and discuss them with your group-mates.

In 1950 there were only about 40,000 non-white Britons, mainly in ports like 
Liverpool, Bristol and Cardiff. People from the West Indies began immigrating to 
Britain in substantial numbers at that time, in response to labour shortages. 
During the 1960s and 1970s a large number of people also came from India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh.
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These immigrants soon discovered that they were the target of discrimination 
in class and status. People of Afro-Caribbean and Asian origin have generally had 
the worst-paid jobs, lived in the worst housing and encountered hostility from 
white neighbours. The initial view that non-white immigrants would assimilate 
into the host community was quickly proved wrong. Since the mid-1960s the 
government has introduced three race relations acts in order to eliminate 
racial discrimination. But laws were also introduced to restrict immigration, 
which seemed particularly aimed at thwarting non-white immigrants.

Many British people believe they inhabit an already overcrowded island. 
Governments have seldom told the electorate that immigrant labour has filled 
essential areas the British workforce was reluctant to fill. Instead, they have 
tended to bow to uninformed popular prejudice, that immigration is a problem 
rather than an asset.

Immigration has been dropping steadily since its peak year in 1967 and, 
although this is not widely known, in the 30 years up to 1982 750,000 more 
people left Britain permanently than entered to settle. Since then immigrants 
have slightly outnumbered emigrants, by about 70,000 each year. In the early 
1990s the government made it much harder for political asylum seekers to 
find refuge in Britain. For both immigrants and asylum seekers, their applications 
can take years to be processed because of bureaucratic inefficiency.

Another complaint frequently levelled against ethnic minority communities 
is their ‘failure to integrate’. At first it was government policy to try to spread 
immigrants evenly. It did not work for two basic reasons. Most immigrants 
ended up in the poorest areas, and also they understandably wished to be close 
to other members of their community. In addition, white families often moved 
away from areas of high ethnic-minority concentration. The result has been a 
continuing process of ethnic separation.

Afro-Caribbeans and Asians experience many kinds of disadvantage. They 
find greater difficulty getting a job. A black person is likely to find it harder 
to obtain credit from a bank or a loan to purchase a house. Immigrants also 
tend to receive the worst housing. Thus, in employment, promotion prospects, 
housing, health and education, many immigrant communities find themselves 
significantly disadvantaged.

Difficulties for children from ethnic minorities begin when they go to school. 
Many members of the ethnic minorities live in deprived inner-city areas where 
the quality of the schools is worse than elsewhere. Low expectations from their 
teachers and a sense of alienation from the majority of white community are 
serious disadvantages. Afro-Caribbeans are expected to remain at the bottom 
of the educational and economic scale. Asians generally do better in formal 
education than Afro-Caribbeans and many white children. Some parents of 
Indian origin make major sacrifices for their children to be educated privately. 
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British Asians of Indian origin are likely to rise to leading positions in the British 
economy.

The ethnic minority communities feel that they also face hostility from 
the authorities. In some areas a young black man is 10 times more likely 
to be stopped in the street by police than the average white citizen. Black 
people feel harassed by such treatment, particularly since a growing number 
of black youths, the main target of the police, were born in Britain. There 
is also clear evidence that the police more readily arrest blacks than whites. 
Blacks are both twice as likely to be held in custody before trial and twice as 
likely to be acquitted once their case is heard by a magistrate. Afro-Caribbeans 
and Asians are frequent targets for verbal abuse, harassment or even  
attack.

Discrimination, or at least a failure to involve the ethnic minority groups 
adequately, is apparent in many institutions. Only 1 per cent of the army, the 
police and fire brigade are from ethnic minorities. In all three organisations 
stories of racial abuse and harassment deter blacks from enrolling. The 
idea of a black officer commanding a regiment or a police station, let alone 
becoming a general or chief constable remains difficult to imagine. Yet 
acceptance and equal treatment are now urgent since the ethnic minorities 
are expected to double by 2025, when they will constitute 20 per cent of the  
workforce.

In some places the barriers have begun to be broken down, but it has 
required determination. Black people have excelled in sport and show business, 
but these two areas do not confer real power or social authority on them. The 
idea of blacks in managerial positions over whites is still not widely acceptable. 
Successive governments have introduced legislation that promises absolute 
equality for non-white British citizens. But the promise has remained unfulfilled. 
Government has not done enough to implement functional equality in the areas 
over which it has direct control, and white Britons have not yet accepted Afro-
Caribbeans and Asians who are born and grow up here as being as British as 
themselves.

Yet, in spite of this bleak picture, the outlook seems positive. Multiracial 
partnerships are more frequent in Britain than elsewhere, and this is creating 
a new multiracial identity. Almost half Afro-Caribbean children come from 
multiracial homes. Such children tend to embrace a black identity because 
of the discrimination around them. However, they are thoroughly British. As 
Trevor Phillips, one of Britain’s leading black journalists writes: ‘It is the young, 
multiracial crowd who have the flexibility and adaptability that the twenty-
first century will demand. For them moving between cultures and using several 
languages is a way of life that they have imbibed with their mother’s milk. 
Instead of teaching children that the whiter (or blacker) they are, the better, 
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the real advantage may be in being able to count the number of different roots 
your parents have bequeathed you.’ […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate them into Russian.
• labour shortages
• eliminate
• thwarting
• political asylum seekers
• refuge
• bureaucratic inefficiency
• ethnic separation
• deprived (inner-city areas)
• alienation

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. Те, кто заинтересован в срыве процесса примирения между 

принадлежащими к различным этническим группам жителями, продолжают 
свои провокационные акты. 2. США приняли пятьсот тысяч политических 
беженцев из Вьетнама. 3. Мы осуждаем все виды этнического сепаратизма 
и межнациональные конфликты. 4. На всех этапах получения материальной 
помощи от государства видна бюрократическая неэффективность. 5. Даже 
в относительно благополучных странах, в отдельных районах ощущается 
нехватка рабочей силы. 6. В некоторых странах к обвиняемым в совершении 
военных преступлений относятся, как к героям, и предоставляют им 
убежище.7. Культурные нормы новой страны проживания обрекают многих 
беженцев на маргинализацию и отчуждение.

3. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word/phrase from the 
wordlist. Put the word in the correct form where necessary.

1. Terrorism could be __________________ only through decisive measures 
by the international community.

2. The increase in the number of refugees in the country was also attributable 
to the large number of ________________________________________.

3. Since 2002, there had been an outflow of Hmong people seeking 
___________________ in neighbouring countries.
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4. Over 13,000 villages in ______________________ areas were provided 
access to free distance learning education at all levels.

5. In July 2001, a federal programme had been adopted with a view to 
promoting tolerance in the society and ___________________ extremism.

6. During the colonial period, Algeria was subject to every form of 
__________________, discrimination and exclusion.

4. Discuss the following issue with your group mates. 
 Many British people are said to believe that they inhabit an already 

overcrowded island. Are you pessimistic or optimistic about the idea of 
multicultural society? Justify your viewpoint.

5. Make short research on modern trends that tend to encourage 
the feeling of alienation from the majority. Do they always have to do 
with nationality? Share your findings in class. 

6. Do you agree with the following idea? Prepare a 3-minute 
presentation on the subject of the statement.

Instead of teaching children that the whiter (the blacker) they are, the 
better, the real advantage may be in being able to count the number of different 
roots your parents have bequeathed you. 

7. Discuss he following statement with your group mates. 
Purity of race does not exist. Europe is a continent of energetic mongrels. 
H.A.L. Fisher 

Writing an Expository Essay about a Quote 

Write an expository essay on the quote in exercise 5. (Word limit: 
300-350)

Research and Present

1. Do Internet research to find current information on one of the 
topics listed below.

2. Present your findings in class.
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Guidelines: 
a. Find, read and analyze at least three articles/materials on your issue. 
b. Collect them all in one file. 
c. Make a wordlist of 20+ words/phrases which form a lexical field of your 

topic. If you use quizlet10 as a vocabulary learning tool, make a quizlet set.
d. Summarise and compare the information of all the materials in writing 

(300+ words) using words from your wordlist. 
e. Make a five-minute presentation of your findings in class. 

List of topics for research:

The lifestyle of the minority in the UK 
• Bangladeshi
• Chinese
• Indian
• Pakistani
• Black African
• Black Caribbean
• White Irish
• Gypsy/Traveller
• Arab
• Polish
• Russian
• Suggest your own topic and discuss it with your teacher before doing 

research

Current Issues Analysis

1. Read the article. What trends for ethnic minority groups does the article 
describe?

Up to 30% of UK population will be from ethnic minorities by 2050 –  
study

https://www.rt.com/uk/157012-britain-ethnic-minorities/

2. Discuss the following question with your partner.
Are you positive or negative about the changes mentioned in the article? Why? 
3. Summarise the article in writing. In the final paragraph, express 

your opinion on the issues discussed. Use the following phrases in your 
article. 

10 https://quizlet.com/
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• I cannot make up my mind about…
• It would be wise to mention here that…
• It may seem so but it runs counter to… 
• What I’m driving at is… 
• To corroborate my statement I’d like to…
• To be quite explicit on the subject…
• Needless to say…
• Now I begin to see why… 
• I want to stress once again that…
• I might as well add that…
• I’d like to draw your attention to…

Watching, Listening and Notetaking

Geographical Distribution of Ethnic Minorities in the UK

1. Watch the video. Make notes while watching. Categorise your 
notes under the following headings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_NdbpksJRQ

1. Distribution of ethnic minorities in Great Britain
2. The changes in distribution of ethnic minorities in Great Britain
3. Decrease in separation between white and ethnic minorities
4. Mixing between ethnic minorities and white population

2. Discuss the following questions with your partner.
1. Does the video present a clear picture of ethnic minorities in Britain? 
2. What information surprised you? 
3. How can ethnic minorities suffer from unfair mass media coverage? 
4. How can society promote ethnic inclusion? 

3. Watch the video and sum up the main issues covered by the 
presenter.

Do you think the issues presented are worth discussing? Why?

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/video/2016/dec/28/can-
ethnic-minorities-trust-british-press-video

4. Give a 2-minute presentation on the issues touched upon in the 
video.
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Debate 

1. Form two teams with a leader for each team. Research and debate 
the topic. 

• Resolved: National stereotypes reflect the mentality of the country

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/oliver-burkemans-
blog/2012/dec/12/stereotypes-bad-even-when-good 

https://www.jyu.fi/viesti/verkkotuotanto/kp/vf/jaakko.shtml 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14608944.2016.1209646 
https://www.1cover.com.au/secret-traveller/national-stereotypes/ 
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Cultural_Encounters/National_stereotypes

 
• What’s your takeaway from Unit 5? 
Write out five interesting and/or surprising facts that you have learnt from 

the texts, articles or videos. You may want to look through the texts again. 
Share with your partner. 

1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________
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«China is starting an English-speaking television network 
around the world, Russia is, Al Jazeera. And the BBC is cutting 
back on its many language services around the world.»

Hillary Clinton

Discuss the following questions with your partner:
• What do you know about news media in Great Britain? 
• Have you ever heard of a British newspaper? A British news agency?  

A TV channel?
• Do you think that there is a difference between news media in your 

country and the British media?

1. Watch and listen to the video. Fill in the gaps with the figures 
given in the video. 

https://youtu.be/Q_msdNsnQNM, 
1. Two out of __________ British people over the age of ______ read a 

newspaper every day. That’s about ___________million people. 
2. Over __________ million people buy The Sun every day, and over 

__________million buy The Mirror.
3. About a _______________ people buy The Daily Telegraph and about 

_______________buy the Times.
4.  Altogether there are about _______________ daily and Sunday papers 

in Britain. 
5. There are also ___________________different magazines.
6. The BBC has ___________national radio stations, _________local 

stations, and ______ terrestrial TV channels. There are ______other 
terrestrial TV channels.

7. On average, British people watch _____________of television a week. 
8. ______________% of British children have a TV set in their bedroom. 
9. _______% of British homes have a video recorder. 
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2. Analyse the figures. What conclusions can you make? Discuss the 
issue with your partner. 

3. Which British media does the speaker mention in the video? Which 
of them do you know? 

• tabloids___________________________________________________
• quality papers______________________________________________
• TV and radio channels_________________________________________
• TV programs_______________________________________________

 Core Reading

Reading 1. 

Newspapers
British news media date back to the origins of the modern newspaper in 

the 18th century and continue to be one of the most dynamic and controversial 
national news media into the 21st century. British news media include 
newspapers, television, radio and Internet, mostly based in London. British 
media reach large audiences in England and around the world, with television 
news broadcasts estimated to account for almost 30 percent of television 
viewing, more than 40 percent of English people reading a daily newspaper and 
in excess of 80 percent using the Internet.

Several major daily newspapers are published in Britain nowadays. They 
were usually classed as either “broadsheets,” which were considered more 
serious and professional, and “tabloids,” which were generally sensationalistic 
and focused on stories of celebrities and scandals. Major newspapers abandoned 
the broadsheet format, and the only daily broadsheets that remain are The 
Daily Telegraph and The Financial Times. British newspapers are associated 
with political viewpoints, with The Guardian considered a liberal paper and The 
Daily Telegraph oriented toward a centre-right perspective. Among tabloids, 
The Sun and The News of the World were leading periodicals until The News of 
the World closed following a major phone tapping scandal in 2011.

The earliest newspapers, often called periodicals because they were 
published periodically, appeared in Europe in the 18th century. In England, the 
first major periodical was The Spectator, which was written and published by 
Joseph Addison and Richard Steele from 1711 to 1712. This early newspaper 
was a single-sheet publication in which Addison and Steele wrote about topics 
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of the day. Their purpose was not to report on current events but to cultivate 
an audience of educated and well-mannered readers. The Spectator was often 
read in the newly popular coffee houses of London. Both the newspaper and the 
coffee houses are credited with creating a new “public sphere” in 18th century 
Britain, in which an increasing number of people were informed about and 
involved in politics, art and social issues.

Fleet Street, a London road that is synonymous with the English printing 
trade, became the home of many British newspapers starting in the early 18th 
century. By the middle of the 18th century, there were 12 London papers and 
24 regional papers, and newspaper circulation had reached nearly 7 million 
copies per year. At this time, daily papers began to appear, focusing mostly on 
financial news. Weekly papers continued in the tradition of The Spectator to 
offer essays on moral and social subjects, but they also started to cover major 
world events, such as the Lisbon earthquake of 1755.

The British news media continued to grow, and the first half of the 19th 
century was a golden age of newspaper production. At that time, the British 
news industry was publishing more than 50 papers in London alone, and as many 
as 100 in the rest of the country. During this period, the periodicals began to 
gain independence through the sale of advertisements and no longer relied on 
government subsidies to finance their publication. Further increases in circulation 
came at the start of the 19th century when taxes on newspapers were repealed. 
Two other important trends in British media also developed during this time: 
the industry became more professionalized and enjoyed increased journalistic 
standards, and newspapers became more strongly associated with particular 
political parties and viewpoints. Until the middle of the 19th century, papers were 
dominated by their publishers and reflected their perspectives almost exclusively.

The last Fleet Street newspaper was published at the end of the 1980s. 
Despite many important changes in the industry, British media continue to be an 
important business and to play a prominent role in public life. In the 20th century, 
newspapers in England, as in the rest of the Western world, were influenced by 
the technological development of the telegraph, which allowed reporters to send 
information quickly from distant locations, including overseas. The importance 
of this new method of reporting news led to the creation of wire news services. 
Circulation also continued to increase during this time, and by the middle of 
the century, more than two-thirds of the English public read a daily paper, and 
nearly all Britons read at least a Sunday paper. Finally, English newspapers, like 
their American counterparts, gained further independence from the influence of 
individual publishers, as media conglomerates began to buy local and national 
papers. At the beginning of the 21st century, the British publishing industry was 
a more than £20 billion business employing in excess of 150,000 people. […]

[Adapted from: McDowall D., Britain in Close-Up, Longman, 2000]
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1. Choose the correct answer and comment on your choice.

1. More than half of the British population prefer to deal with print media
A. TRUE
B. FALSE
C. NOT GIVEN

2. The Daily Telegraph and The Financial Times are the only newspapers 
that have not become tabloids.

A. TRUE
B. FALSE
C. NOT GIVEN

3. One of the British broadsheets was closed some years ago because of its 
tarnished reputation. 

A. TRUE
B. FALSE
C. NOT GIVEN

4. The publishers of the first British newspaper were interested in public 
opinion rather than in news reporting.

TRUE
FALSE
NOT GIVEN

5. By the middle of the 18th century, 36 newspapers were published on the 
Fleet street.

A. TRUE
B. FALSE
C. NOT GIVEN

6. In the ‘golden age of newspaper production’ local newspapers became 
more popular than the London ones. 

A. TRUE
B. FALSE
C. NOT GIVEN

7. In the middle of the 19 century political parties in Britain had their own 
newspapers.

A. TRUE
B. FALSE
C. NOT GIVEN
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8. Technological developments of the 20th century exerted negative influence 
on the newspaper circulations. 

A. TRUE
B. FALSE
C. NOT GIVEN

9. Nowadays British publishing industry is flourishing.
A. TRUE
B. FALSE
C. NOT GIVEN

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize them. 

2. Translate them into Russian.
• broadsheet
• tabloid
• a centre-left/centre-right perspective 
• major newspaper
• periodical
• sensationalistic
• circulation
• printing trade
• publishing industry

3. Find Russian and British examples of the following media. 
• a broadsheet
• a tabloid
• a centre-left newspaper
• a centre-right newspaper
• a major newspaper
• a periodical
• a medium publishing sensationalistic materials

4. Find the following verbs in the text and contextualize them. 

5. Translate them into Russian.
• date back
• estimate
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• be classed
• orient toward
• be credited with
• report on 
• repeal/be repealed
• gain (independence)

6. Translate the following sentences into Russian. Choose different 
synonyms for one equivalent in italics.

1. The cost of the project has been estimated at about 10 million dollars. 
2. Actuaries were focused on estimating pension costs and then spreading out 
the cost as smoothly as possible over time. 3. At an auction there will usually 
be an estimate of what price the lot will fetch. 4. That house was abandoned 
years ago. 5. She abandoned the party not long after the election. 6. The officer 
refused to abandon his post. 7. I do not want to feel abandoned. 8. This wine 
goes well with food, but is also very good alone. 9. I got him alone and asked 
him what had really happened. 10. Leave me alone, then, for a while. 11. That 
issue alone could fill an entire chapter.

7. Fill in the blanks with one verb from the list above. Change the 
verb form where necessary. 

1. The strike quickly _______________ support among the farmers. 
2. British sovereignty over the Falkland Islands ______________ to 1765, 

some years before the Republic of Argentina even existed.
3. An ______________ 250,000 children in Africa are acutely malnourished.
4. Queen Margaret _________________ with meaningful influence over 

the monarch.
5. Reports showed that most fields ____________________.
6. It is intended that this legislation will in due course _____________ and 

replace existing anti-discrimination legislation.

Creativity Boost

1. Split into groups of 3-5. Brainstorm a concept of a broadsheet or a tabloid. 
Think about the topics you would like to cover, the audience, the style, etc. 

2. Present your results to your group. Discuss the most interesting concepts. 

3. Discuss the following questions with your group mates. 
1. What niches on the Russian media market lack this or that type of medium? 
2. Which niche would you invest in? 
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Writing an Expository Essay about a Quote 

1. Comment on the following quotations. 

“Newspapers cannot be defined by the second word — paper. They’ve got to 
be defined by the first word — news.” Arthur Sulzberg, Jr., American journalist

“Apparently, it was in all the newspapers, but it was absolute bollocks. Can 
you imagine, something in British newspapers that isn’t true?”, Stephen Fry in 
QI episode “Joints”, English comedian, actor, writer, presenter

2. Choose one of them to write an essay (Word limit: 300-350). 

Research and Present

1. Listen to The Daily Mail Song: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5eBT6OSr1TI

2. Make short research and find examples of outrageous, odd, or ridiculous 
news headlines in the British and Russia media. 

3. Prepare a 3-minute presentation about one of the most popular 
newspapers in the UK.

Top 10 UK papers by circulation according to AgilityPR, 2017
1. The Sun - a tabloid newspaper founded in 1964 and published in the 

United Kingdom and Ireland.
thesun.co.uk
2. Daily Mail - a daily middle-market tabloid newspaper published in 

London.
dailymail.co.uk
3. The Sun on Sunday - on February 26, 2012, The Sun on Sunday was 

launched to replace the closed News of the World.
thesun.co.uk
4. Mail On Sunday - launched in 1982 as a sister paper to the Daily Mail, it’s 

a conservative newspaper published in a tabloid format.
dailymail.co.uk/mailonsunday
5. The Sunday Times - the largest-selling British national newspaper in 

the “quality press” market category.
thetimes.co.uk
6. Daily Mirror - a national daily tabloid newspaper founded in 1903. Unlike 

other major British tabloids, it has no separate Scottish edition.
mirror.co.uk
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7. Sunday Mirror - the Sunday sister paper of the Daily Mirror. It aims to 
strike a balance between “socially responsible reporting of great issues of the 
day and sheer entertainment.”

mirror.co.uk
9. The Times - launched in 1785 (renamed in 1788 when it became the 

first paper in the world to bear the name “Times”).
thetimes.co.uk
9. Daily Telegraph - daily newspaper published in London and generally 

accounted as one of Britain’s “big three” quality newspapers.
telegraph.co.uk
10. Daily Star - daily tabloid newspaper published from Monday to 

Saturday since November 2, 1978.
[dailystar.co.uk]

 Core Reading

Reading 2

1. Read the text, choose the correct answer and comment on your 
choice.

1. In the 1920s the BBC…
A. had nine separate stations in London.
B. supervised more than 5 separate stations.
C. covered about 20 miles in radius. 

2. Frank Gillard…
A. was the best war correspondent for the BBC.
B. wanted to understand if local radio stations had any potential benefits.
C. worked at a local radio station in the USA.

3. The BBC
A. collected the licence fee money to pay for the local stations.
B. was paying the running costs of the local stations.
C. had to find a new method of funding.
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4. The local stations
A. totally depended on Radio1.
B. had certain autonomy.
C. were basically aimed at female audience.

5. Local newspapers
A. greeted the advent of the radio.
B. were ready to publish information about local radio stations.
C. ignored local radio stations.

BBC Radio
BBC radio can trace its local roots back to the early days of the organisation 

in the 1920s. Originally the British Broadcasting Company oversaw a network 
of local, separate stations, which were connected to London by telephone links 
and ‘simultaneous broadcasting’ (or networking as it would be called today). 
These nine stations were based in London, Manchester, Birmingham, Newcastle, 
Glasgow, Cardiff, Aberdeen, Bournemouth and Belfast. Each station covered 
about twenty miles in radius. The focus was very much on showcasing local 
talent.

However, as the Company became a Corporation these early local stations 
were gradually replaced by the ‘Regional Scheme.’ From 1929 onwards, national 
output from London was complemented by six regional services for London and 
the South-East, Birmingham and the Midlands, the North of England, Scotland, 
Wales and the West of England and Northern Ireland. The only problem was, 
these regions were defined not by the people, places and characteristics of the 
geographical areas, but by the physical landscape that determined where the 
transmitters could be sited.

By the 1950s, local broadcasting as a modern concept became a more 
viable technical prospect with the development of FM which allowed a network 
of transmitters to cover the country and made small-scale local stations a 
possibility once more.

The vision of the BBC’s local radio dream came from one man, Frank 
Gillard. He was a former war correspondent, and worked for the BBC in 
the West Region. During the 1950s he made several visits to America and 
Canada, and saw first-hand the potential benefits of local radio. He summed 
this up as “aiming to present on the air, and in many different forms and 
through a multitude of local voices, the running serial story of local life in all its  
aspects”.

Between 1961 and 1962 the BBC carried out a series of ‘closed-circuit’ 
(i.e. not broadcast) trials, to test the possibilities of local broadcasting in sites 
across the UK. These helped Gillard and others formulate how local radio might 
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work in practice, in terms of staffing, facilities and resources, accommodation, 
station locations, programmes and schedules etc.

Ironically, it was pirate radio that provided the stimulus for local radio to be 
given the go-ahead. The Labour Government outlawed the pirates in December 
1966, and to offer an alternative, the BBC re-organised the networks into Radios 
1, 2, 3 and 4. At the same time, the BBC was granted permission to have a two-
year experiment with eight local radio stations in England.

The first BBC stations
Despite being authorised to start local radio, there was no licence fee money 

to pay for it. The government and the BBC devised a method of alternative 
funding.

The BBC would pay for setting up the stations but local authorities 
would be encouraged to meet the running costs. However, they weren’t 
allowed to put up the local rates to raise this money. Not surprisingly, this 
limited the number of places willing to come forward to host and co-fund a  
station. 

Eight locations were eventually chosen to take part in this experiment: Radio 
Leicester (which launched on 8 November 1967); Radio Sheffield (15 November 
1967); Radio Merseyside (22 November); Radio Nottingham (31 January 1968); 
Radio Brighton (14 February); Radio Stoke-on-Trent (14 March); Radio Leeds 
(24 June); Radio Durham (3 July).

So what did these early stations sound like? Each Station Manager had 
a considerable amount of autonomy with the way they ran their schedules. 
They all settled on a breakfast news programme with similar programmes 
at lunchtime and in the early evening. Most stations produced a programme 
aimed at their female audience in mid-morning and there were also locally-
made educational and schools programmes.

The stations were only expected the supply four or five hours a day of 
their own output: the remainder would come from either Radio Two or Four, or 
sometimes Radio One.

But the stations soon exceeded expectations, especially with a range of 
shows aimed at specialist and niche audiences and communities. These ranged 
from amateur dramatics to gardening shows, from oral history to teenagers’  
debates.

Interestingly, there was no expectation for the first stations to produce their 
own news content. Local news agencies provided stories for most of them: 
Radio Merseyside worked out a deal with the Liverpool News and only Radio 
Leeds were allowed to recruit their own reporters.

Although the stations were working hard to connect with their local listeners 
and encouraging them to get involved, it was difficult to build the audience. This 
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was partly because local radio was only available on FM in these early years. 
This meant buying a new radio for most families.

The fragmented schedule, with a wide variety of different programmes, 
made it hard for listeners to find their favourite shows.

There were other obstacles, too. In many locations, the local press were 
either disdainful or downright hostile, fearing competition in the news market. 
The Station Manager at Radio Leeds, Phil Sidey, claimed that the only way he 
got his station’s name in the local paper was to buy a greyhound called ‘Radio 
Leeds’ and get it into race reports!

As this story suggests, Sidey was a dab hand at getting publicity. He managed 
to get prominent national press for his station with ‘beer gargling’ competitions 
and singing budgerigars. Unfortunately this wasn’t always the type of coverage 
his colleagues wanted and local radio soon earned the sobriquet ‘toy town  
radio’.

But accusations of triviality were laid aside as local radio came into its own 
when the weather turned bad. Radio Leicester earned plaudits during the floods 
of July 1968, as did Radio Brighton and Merseyside when heavy snow fell in 
December 1967 and February 1968 respectively.

Gradually more and more examples emerged of how the stations were 
responding to the social and community needs of their localities, so that by 
the time Radio Nottingham had an open day, 3,000 visitors came through their 
doors.

During 1969 the government and the BBC compiled research into the 
experiment and it was agreed that the BBC could continue with local radio on a 
permanent basis and permission was given for the creation of 12 more stations, 
making 20 in total.

However, the future was far from secure, when a Conservative government 
was elected the following year, committed to the introduction of independent 
commercial local radio.

The story today
Having reached its fiftieth anniversary, it’s apt that there are now 

stations covering the length and breadth of England. In terms of listeners, 
local radio’s fortunes have varied in recent years. Some stations are steadily 
increasing their audience share and weekly reach. Overall, the audience for 
BBC local (and regional) radio hovers around 9 million listeners each week, 
but it faces competition from commercial radio and new community stations  
all the time.

The ideology of local radio has similarly undergone many changes in 
the last fifty years, with evening schedules featuring programmes that are  
shared.
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Ten years ago, a pilot extended that principle to daytime programmes; 
for example, Radio Leeds, York and Sheffield, broadcast the same afternoon 
show.  This was to enable stations to target resources more effectively at key 
times such as breakfast and mid-mornings.

Local radio faces many challenges ahead, including budget constraints with 
the licence fee settlement, increased competition for local audiences, the need 
to serve the existing demographic, and to nurture the next generation of future 
listeners. Despite new developments, the BBC still stresses that local radio will 
continue to serve its local communities. […]

[https://www.bbc.com/historyofthebbc/research/local-radio ]

Vocabulary builder 

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• oversee
• showcase
• viable
• give the go-ahead
• outlaw (v)
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• devise (v)
• running costs
• host (v, n)
• a dab hand
• plaudits
• apt

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1. Департамент продолжает осуществлять надзор над деятельностью 

телекомпаний. 2. Участники из развивающихся стран представили товары 
и услуги, производимые у себя на родине. 3. Ты слишком рвешься получить 
его признание. 4. Группе дали добро на проведение секретной операции. 
5. Он мастер на все руки. 6. Международный женский день – четкое 
напоминание всем нам, что во всех странах еще существует проблема 
женского неравенства. 6. Правительства должны разработать долгосрочную 
политику в области масс медиа. 7. Встреча глав обеих стран была крайне 
важна для достижения жизнеспособного соглашения о достижении мира.  
8. Он десять лет вел шоу о моде и стиле на центральном канале. 

4. Fill in the gaps using one of the words/phrases from the wordlist. 
Change the form where necessary. 

1. As Minister of Foreign Affairs, he _______________ Ireland’s EU 
integration process.

2. Community-based organizations are no longer able to generate adequate 
income from fees to subsidize their __________________.

3. In 2005, he ________________ the show Fear Factor.
4. Generally speaking, new approaches should be _________________ to 

ensure equality among languages at all levels.
5. Corporal punishment is now ________________ in many countries. 
6. City planners have given the _________________ for the building 

revitalisation project. 

5. Explain the following journalistic terms from the text. Provide 
context and examples. 

1. Simultaneous broadcasting 
2. On the air
3. Closed-circuit
4. Breakfast news programme
5. Daytime programme
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6. Fill in the gaps with one and the same word from the text.
1. The gallery is playing ______________ to an exhibition of sculpture.
2. I was intrigued to learn that our Chinese _______________ had spent 

many years in Chicago.
3. The prospect of the bill is worrying a ________________ of companies.

 Core Reading

Reading 3

1. Read the text and answer the following questions.

1. Why does the author mention ‘competition’ when he speaks about the 
invention of television?

2. What ‘string of business ventures’ did John Logie Baird have behind him? 
What was the essence of his invention?

3. What does the word snag mean? (Guess the meaning from the context).
4. What does the author tell us about TV transmitters? 
5. What was the first play to be transmitted on television in Britain? Why 

was this play chosen? What was strange about the make-up of the actors?
6. What do we learn about the first outside broadcasts?
7. In what way did ‘a royal occasion change broadcasting history’?
8. What is the situation with the British TV today?

Television
Television had long been a dream of inventors; serious attempts to build a 

television system started over 100 years before even the name was invented. 
Up to the 1920s, television was still called by a variety of names including: 
Radiovision, Seeing by Wireless, Distant Electric Vision, Phototelegraphy, The 
Electric Telescope…

By the time modern television became a reality, in the mid 1930s, there had 
already been over 50 serious proposals for television. The competition was truly 
international, with inventors and companies working in 11 different countries. 
Many of these pioneers had no success; a few however were able to produce 
silhouette pictures and were hailed as the ‘inventors’ of television within their 
own countries.

John Logie Baird, born in 1888 near Glasgow, was a true inventor. At the 
age of 34, when he began his quest to develop television, he already had 
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a string of business ventures behind him. He had narrowly failed to invent 
processes for the manufacture of industrial diamonds and the air-soled shoe. 
Other experiments ranged from a disastrous homemade haemorrhoid cream to 
a rustless glass razor (with which he had badly cut himself before abandoning 
the project).

But he had some successes, and with the capital left over from the sales of 
his socks and soap businesses, he rented modest premises and set about his 
experiments in television. It was the start of a passion which was to drive him 
for the rest of his life. Dogged by ill health, constantly short of funds and often 
working alone, he improvised his apparatus from scrap materials.

Baird’s breakthrough came on 2 October 1925 when he produced a 
recognisable image, complete with shades of grey. On 26 January of the following 
year he gave the world’s first public demonstration of television.

The ‘money to develop it’ would come from the sale of television sets (or as 
Baird called them ‘Televisors’). However, there was a major snag. In order to 
sell the sets you have to have programmes to watch - a television service. Baird 
built a television studio in Long Acre (Covent Garden) and experimented with a 
small transmitter, but he soon realised that he needed a much more powerful 
transmitter to broadcast his programmes. The BBC had such a transmitter, 
called 2LO, situated on the roof of Selfridges in London. 2LO was used for daily 
‘wireless’ programmes, but the BBC service closed down in the evening at about 
11pm and often did not re-start until mid-morning. So Baird approached the 
BBC for permission to use the transmitter during these periods.

Eventually the BBC reluctantly agreed and by the end of 1929 Baird was 
running a programme of regular television broadcasts which would continue for 
the next six years. Unfortunately, at first the BBC only had the one transmitter 
(for television you need two; one for the picture and one for the sound). It meant 
that for the first six months, television programmes comprised two minutes of 
picture, followed by two minutes of sound and so on.

By March 1930 the BBC had opened a second radio transmitter, and so 
simultaneous sound and picture transmissions began. Three months later 
Baird televised the first play to be transmitted on television in this country - 
Pirandello’s The Man with a Flower in his Mouth. Produced by the BBC’s Lance 
Sieveking, the play had been chosen because it only had three characters, 
plenty of long speeches and very little action. The actors, daubed with a strange 
blue and yellow make-up to compensate for deficiencies in the camera system, 
took turns to slide into a fixed seat in front of the camera, which could only 
show one head at a time.

At the end of 1932 the BBC took over the programme making, having 
built a television studio in the basement of Broadcasting House. Regular daily 
transmissions, watched by several thousand enthusiasts who had bought Baird 
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Televisors, continued until 1935, when the system was shut down ahead of the 
launch of the first regular ‘high-definition’ service in November 1936.

That first outside broadcast took place during the RadiOlympia exhibition - 
three months before the service was launched. Subsequently shots of the park, 
and of trains were often used to cover gaps between programmes. But outside 
broadcasts further afield were impossible, since the cameras depended on a 
cable link with the studio.

Then, not for the last time, a royal occasion changed broadcasting history. 
For the Coronation of King George VI in May 1937, eight miles of television 
cable weighing several tons was laid around central London, providing the link 
for live coverage of the procession. At the same time the BBC deployed its first 
television mobile control room, a van packed with equipment weighing more 
than ten tons.

In spite of poor weather, the Coronation broadcast, using just three cameras 
at Marble Arch, was a triumph. The Daily Mail commented: ‘When the King 
and Queen appeared the picture was so vivid that one felt that this magical 
television is going to be one of the greatest of all modern inventions.’ The 
Express declared that television had ‘arrived’. And the Telegraph said: ‘Horse 
and foot, the Coronation procession marched into English homes yesterday.’

Currently, the United Kingdom has a collection of free and subscription 
services over a variety of distribution media, through which there are over 
480 channels for consumers as well as on-demand content. There are six main 
channel owners who are responsible for most viewing. There are 27,000 hours 
of domestic content produced a year at a cost of £2.6 billion.

Since 24 October 2012, all television broadcasts in the United Kingdom are 
in a digital format, following the end of analogue transmissions in Northern 
Ireland. Digital content is delivered via terrestrial, satellite and cable as well as 
over IP.

Television has become one of the most popular mediums of entertainment 
and knowledge. With a plethora of channels available in one screen, it caters to 
the viewing needs of almost every person on earth. Right from children to young 
ones, teenagers to adults, men and women and even oldies, it has something to 
offer for all. Interestingly, every television show has a presenter who hosts the 
program. British television has had a pool of talented television presenters who 
have earned a name for themselves - be it Carol Kirkwood and her show BBC 
Breakfast where she is the main weather presenter or Nicky Campbell and his 
shows Wheel of Fortune, Long Lost Family and Watchdog, Kate Thorton and her 
shows The X Factor and This Morning or David Dikinson and his flagship show 
The David Dickinson Show. […]

[https://www.bbc.com/historyofthebbc/research/story-of-bbc-television/
how-it-all-began]
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Creativity Boost

1. In groups of 5-6, choose one type of show from the list below.
• a morning show
• a daytime programme
• a talk show
• a reality show
• an infotainment programme
• an evening show
• a late-night show

2. Create the concept of the show. Think of your target audience, 
studio guests and topics that you would like to cover. 

3. Make a pilot of the show. 
Possible topics:
• Alcohol should be illegal.
• Women are better students than men.
• Lawyers should be paid more than journalists.
• 21 should be the legal driving age around the world.

Debate 

1. Form two teams with a leader for each one. Research and debate 
the topic. 

• Resolved: Television will be replaced by new media in the nearest future.

Research and Present

Make a 5-minute presentation on one of the following topics.
• The Graham Norton Show
• Britain’s Got Talent
• I’m A Celebrity, Get Me Out Of Here
• British Academy Television Awards (BAFTA)
• Suggest your own topic and discuss it with your teacher before doing 

research
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 Core Reading

Reading 4

New Media
https://www.tate.org.uk/

1. Analyse chart #1. What can you say about digital media in the 
UK? Do you think that the situation in your country is similar? 

The advent of the Internet, new technologies and social platforms has 
heralded a significant shift in collecting, disseminating and sharing information. 
Citizen journalism can be considered as the offspring of this evolution - an 
alternative form of news gathering and reporting, taking place outside of the 
traditional media structures and which can involve anyone. 

We live in the age of image consumption and data absorption. Everyday a 
fresh wave of information reaches our computers and phone screens, but not 
only are we the recipients of this constant flow, we are now the creators. The 
liberalisation of information allows anyone to share and spread their personal 
experience of an event, in real time. This new form of reporting takes place 
ahead of or outside traditional media structures and can function as a firewall - 
holding media accountable for any inaccuracies or lack of news coverage. 
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Through so called participatory journalism, the individual gains a new 
position in the course of an event, media, history and in the political sphere. 
By taking responsibility and power over information, citizen journalists question 
the centralisation of information. 

The UK now has 45 million social media users, equating to 67% of the 
population. Of these, 39 million are mobile social media users. Britons are 
very much a mobile-first nation. If you are not optimising your campaigns for 
mobile, then your content is probably not having the desired effect.

Amazingly, 96% of UK social media users visited a social network or messaging 
service in the past month. Of these 77% actively engaged or contributed to 
social media.

The average UK based user now spends 1 hour 50 minutes every day 
scrolling through social media sites. Less than 2 hours a day might not seem 
that much if you work in social media, but consider that this figure represents 
all age groups and locations.

Let’s now take a look at individual platforms and see what we can learn 
about UK usage.

FACEBOOK
Facebook remains the dominant social platform by membership in the UK. 

Despite numerous scandals, users and advertisers are still fully embracing the 
platform.

Examining the user base, it is easy to see why. Of all internet users in the 
UK, 78% of them use Facebook. More compelling is that a whopping 40 million 
people, or 71% of UK adults (+13 years old) can now be reached with adverts 
on Facebook.

According to Facebook Audience Insights, there are 35-40 million monthly 
active users. Of these, 52% identify as women and 48% men (based on users 
aged 18 and older).
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Chart#2

There are now over 60 million active business Pages on Facebook globally. 
Many are turning to advertising to reach desired audiences.

In the UK, the average engagement rate on a Facebook post is 3.82% which 
is a small increase (0.13%) on this time last year. The average engagement 
rate for a photo post is 5.48% and for a video post is higher at 6.96%.

The report data supports theory that video is the most engaging type of 
content you can share on Facebook.

According to Facebook Audience Insights, the average UK user makes 6 
comments, likes 11 posts, shares 1 post and clicks on 13 ads in a 30-day period.

YOUTUBE
YouTube is ranked as the UK’s second most popular social media channel 

with almost as many users as Facebook.
37.1 million UK adults used YouTube in the last 12 months. A number that 

looks to be on the increase across 2019.
Globally, the average viewing session is now 40 minutes, up 50% from last 

year. Many brands are now using YouTube to host longer-form content. Unlike 
other social networks, where users scroll passively through newsfeeds, YouTube 
users are intentionally searching on the platform for videos to watch.

INSTAGRAM
In January 2019 there were an estimated 24 million Instagram users in the 

UK. According to Instagram 42% of the UK’s population can now be reached 
with advertising. The gender split is slightly skewed towards females (54% vs 
46% males).

Instagram is Facebook’s success story with a huge amount of businesses 
flocking to the platform. According to Instagram, 80% of users follow a business 
or a brand.
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LINKEDIN
Engagement on LinkedIn is at record high levels, according to parent 

company Microsoft. More than 610 million professionals are now interacting on 
the platform and looking for new ideas and opportunities.

There are 27 million LinkedIn profiles in the UK, with 60% male and 40% 
female. Microsoft claims there has been a 34% increase in login sessions 
amongst those members who are most likely to use the platform to regularly 
engage and share. They said:

“More and more people are using the feed and giving feedback to their 
network’s posts: our members generate tens of millions of viral actions (likes, 
comments, and reshares), and the number is increasing more than 50%”

Revenue is also growing with 51% of UK adults (18+) now reachable by 
LinkedIn adverts.

TWITTER
According to Twitter, 13.6 million people in the UK can be reached by 

advertising which gives us a clue as to the size of the platform. This number 
represents 24% of the UK population, aged 13+.

The gender breakdown is shared as 60% male and 40% female – however 
many Twitter accounts are companies, not individuals, so would be classed as 
neutral.

Twitter has always been pretty cagey about its usage figures. They continue 
to remove hundreds of thousands of bots and fake accounts and this does affect 
their global statistics. This has also had an affect on advertising which has seen 
slow decline over the last 12 months.

TikTok
TikTok is a short-form mobile video app which was launched in China in 

2016.
Earlier in the year 2019, TikTok announced 500 million monthly active global 

users. Usage surged ahead of Snapchat and Twitter last year. The platform 
has already been adopted by thousands of British teenagers. After running its 
first major UK marketing campaign targeting Millenials over Christmas and New 
Year 2018, TikTok is set for big things in future.

2. Check the meaning of the highlighted words in the dictionary. 

3. Discuss the following questions with your partner.
1. Study chart #1. Explain the meaning of the word ‘multitasking’ from the 

comment to the chart. What kind of connotation (positive or negative) 
does the word have?
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2. Give your own definition of the terms ‘participatory journalism’ and 
‘citizen journalism’. Are you a citizen journalist?

3. Study chart #2. What can you say about the FB users in the UK? Does 
the situation look the same in your country?

4. Have you got an account on FB? Do you use any other social networks? 
Why? Why not?

5. What is your favourite social network? Why?
6. Why does the author speak about advertising on different social networks?

Research and Present

1. Do Internet research to find current information on one of the 
topics listed below.

2. Present your findings in class.

Guidelines: 
a. Find, read and analyze at least five articles/materials on your issue. 
b. Collect them all in one file. 
c. Make a wordlist of 20+ words/phrases which form a lexical field of your 

topic. If you use quizlet11 as a vocabulary learning tool, make a quizlet set.
d. Summarise and compare the information of all the materials in writing 

(300+ words) using words from your wordlist. 
e. Make a ten-minute presentation of your findings in class. 

List of topics for research:
• News agencies in the UK.
• News divisions in British media: responsibility and influence.
• Advertising of the media in the UK: national peculiarities.
• Social networks in the UK and other countries.
• Mass media system in Scotland.
• Mass media system in Ireland.
• Mass media system in Wales.
• Regional and national media in Great Britain: differences and similarities.
• BBC presenters then and now.
• Most watched television broadcasts in the UK (special events).
• How do social media monetize?
• Do social media in the UK differ from other countries?
• Suggest your own topic and discuss it with your teacher before doing 

research

11 https://quizlet.com/
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 What’s your takeaway from Unit 6? 
Write out five interesting and/or surprising facts that you have learnt from 

the texts, articles or videos. You may want to look through the texts again. 
Share with your partner. 

1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________
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Culture

Part I – Community, Identity, Language

“The tearoom lady called me love. All the shop ladies 
called me love and most of the men called me mate. I hadn’t 
been here twelve hours and already they loved me.” 

Bill Bryson, American-British travel writer and author

Discuss the following questions with your partner:
• What qualities do you associate British people with? 
• What stereotypes about British people do you know?

 Core Reading

Reading 1

The community and the individual

1. Read the text and find answers to the following questions:

1. When compared with France, which qualities are attributed to the French 
and which to the Brits? 

2. What is the British approach to freedom?
3. What role does the local government play when talking about culture and 

traditions?
4. What does voluntary work mean for the Brits? What voluntary work are 

they involved in? 
5. Elie Halevy, a French writer on Britain, spoke enthusiastically of Britain 

as ‘the country of voluntary obedience, of spontaneous organization’. 
What did she mean? 
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Like any other society, the British like to 
create an agreeable picture of themselves. The 
majority like to think the important national 
values are things like tolerance, decency, 
moderation, consensus and compromise. They 
are uncomfortable with terms which polarise, such 
as: liberation, bourgeois, capitalist, collectivist. 
They like modesty and understatement, and 
they prefer practical common sense to pure 
logic. One writer, contrasting England with 
neighbouring France, says, ‘At times it seems 
that the French and English national characters 
could be expressed in a series of antitheses: wit/
humour; logic/tradition; gallantry/courage; thrift/

expenditure; taste/ comfort; town/country; vanity/pride.’ Unlike elsewhere in 
Europe, someone described as an ‘intellectual’ usually feels embarrassed rather 
than flattered.

In spite of having been a centralised state for longer than most European 
countries, British society is also deeply individualistic in a way which is inseparable 
from ideas of liberty and localism. This has a long history. According to one 
sociologist, ‘Individualism is built into “custom and practice”, and into local work 
places and community organisations.’ […]

There is a feeling that it is the ordinary people, standing up for their rights 
in spite of government, who safeguard freedom, in contrast with France where 
in theory it is the state which upholds liberty. According to Ralf Dahrendorf, 
‘There is a fundamental liberty in Britain not easily found elsewhere.’

In part this liberty stems from the growth of a variety of institutions in previous 
centuries, which have strongly resisted the authority of central government. 
The tradition continues. Unlike in many other countries, local government still 
clings both to local identity and style. For example, some county names which 
were centuries old disappeared in the local government reorganisation of 1974. 
The removal of these names was so unpopular that most of them have since 
been revived.

This local response illustrates another longstanding characteristic of the 
British. They have a strong civic sense and participate in public affairs as their 
birthright. It is at the local level that British democracy is most meaningful. […]

Writing approximately 80 years ago, Elie Halevy, a French writer on Britain, 
spoke enthusiastically of Britain as ‘the country of voluntary obedience, of 
spontaneous organisation. It is no less true today. The impulse to organise 
oneself and one’s neighbours in some cause is a strong British tradition. William 
Beveridge, the 1940s architect of Britain’s welfare system, wrote at the time, 
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‘Vigour and abundance of Voluntary Action outside the home, individually and 
in association with other citizens, for bettering one’s own life and that of one’s 
fellows, are the distinguishing marks of a free society.’

About seven million Britons are regularly involved in voluntary activity, 
ranging from urban community action groups of the political left to local 
preservation societies, associated with more traditionally-minded people. Choirs, 
local drama groups, shelters for homeless people, the provision of the lifeboat 
service around Britain’s shores, a many other things besides, depend upon the 
voluntary impulse. There are over 180,000 charities officially registered with 
the government and at least 300,000 other voluntary organisations including 
sports clubs, trade unions, rambling clubs, protest groups and other unregistered 
societies. Many charities operate with less than £1,000 yearly. Only a handful 
operate with more than £1 million. […]

[Adapted from The Cambridge Companion to Modern British Culture. 
Editors, M. Higgins, C. Smith, J. Storey. Publisher, Cambridge University Press., 
2010]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• modesty and understatement
• feel embarrassed rather than flattered
• inseparable from the ideas of liberty and localism
• stand up for one’s rights
• safeguard freedom
• to cling to local identity and style
• have a strong civic sense
• better one’s own life
• involved in voluntary activity
• charity, voluntary organization

2. Translate the following sentences using the phrases from exercise 1.
1. Недосказанность ведет к конфликтам. 2. В тоталитарных странах 

единицы решаются отстаивать свои права. 3. Благотворительные 
организации должны поддерживаться государством. 4. Люди, вовлеченные 
в волонтерскую деятельность, получают большее удовлетворение от жизни. 
5. Не стоит смущаться, если тебе делают комплементы. 6. Необходимо много 
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работать, если хочешь улучшить свою жизнь. 7. Часто дети и домашние 
животные становятся неразлучными друзьями. 8. Сейчас как никогда важно 
держаться за местную идентичность и сохранить ее, потому что глобализация 
стирает всякие различия между этносами и нациями. 9. Сдержанность не 
всегда является положительным качеством. 

3. Which statements from exercise 2 do you agree or disagree with? 

4. Discuss the following questions with your partner.
1. William Beveridge remarked that the vigour and abundance of voluntary 

action ‘are the distinguishing marks of a free society’. Do you agree? Is it true 
of Britain? Is it true of your own country? Give reasons for your opinions.

2. How can you support a charity? Which charity would you support? Why? 
3. Why is it important for people to stand up for their rights? How can they do it? 
4. Is it necessary for countries to cling to their local identity and style? Why? 

Listening and Notetaking

Food Banks
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-english/

ep-150625

1. Do you know anything about food banks? If no, make predictions. 

2. Listen to the first part of the BBC podcast. What definition of food 
banks is given by the podcast hosts? Translate ‘food bank’ into Russian.

3. Listen and note down definitions and context the following words/
phrases are used in: 

• make people redundant 
• zero-hours contracts
• open door
• referrals 
• handouts
• limited stocks
• scroungers
• dignity
• ready meals
• goes into the mix
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4. What do you know about food banks in Russia? Share with your 
partner. 

Research and Present

5. Check out the following job searching sites. What volunteer 
options are available? What qualities are required? What does the work 
include? Choose three most interesting offers and share in class.

https://www.indeed.co.uk
https://jobs.trovit.co.uk 

 Core Reading

Reading 2

The fine distinctions of speech
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Before you read: 

Look at the picture. What kind of problem do these people have? 

Discuss the following question with your partner: 

What can the English the British person speaks tell you about them? 

Skim the first paragraph of the text, find the answer and compare it 
with your assumptions. 

Read the text and answer the questions.
1. What is RP? 
2. What are its types? 
3. What is the current attitude to RP? 
4. How are accents connected with certain character traits? 

A picture of the British as both individualist and yet community-minded 
is a cosy one, and in many respects the British have a deep sense of cultural 
cohesion and unity. Yet, in the words of a leading educationist, ‘The trouble with 
the British is that they accept and enjoy the nice distinctions of social class. 
They love hierarchy and see nothing wrong in the deferential attitude that it 
breeds.’ Nowhere is this clearer than in the question of speech. For the way 
English is spoken gives away not only regional identity but to some extent class 
status too. It is, for one sociologist, ‘the snobbery which brands the tongue of 
every British child’. Since the days of Shakespeare, the English of south-east 
England has been considered the ‘standard’, for no better reason than that the 
south east is the region of economic and political power. The emergence of an 
upper and upper- middle-class mode of speech, ‘received pronunciation’ (RP), 
was systematically established through the public school system attended by 
the boys of wealthier families. It is a recent invention, barely a century old, yet 
RP persists as the accepted dialect of the national elite.

Broadly speaking, there are two kinds of RP. ‘Unmarked’ RP suggests 
no more than that the speaker is well educated (although of course many 
equally or better educated people speak with a regional accent). As recently 
as 1981 an internal BBC handbook advocated the pronunciation ‘of a person 
born and brought up in one of the Home Counties, educated at one of the 
southern Universities’. Then there is ‘marked’ RP, which indicates high social 
class and is spoken, for example, by many army officers who come from upper-
class families. In both the Falklands and Gulf wars (1982 and 1991), marked 
RP was fashionable since it suggested leadership and authority at a time of 
national crisis. Although spoken by less than 5 per cent of the population, 
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those who speak RP enjoy a social authority that contradicts democratic  
ideals.

Yet RP’s social authority is rapidly declining, since it is suggestive of social 
snobbery and superiority. It no longer elicits such widespread deference. Some 
regional accents have acquired greater standing. In the early 1990s companies 
locating telephone-call centres sought the accent that would most suggest 
trustworthiness, competence and friendliness. While a Yorkshire accent suggested 
reliability and a West Country accent amiability, it was the Scots accent that scored 
highly in all three. Prejudice remains against certain accents. One experiment 
showed that people with a West Midlands accent are trusted less than those with 
other regional accents. There is prejudice also against some London accents.

Do dialect (a matter of grammar and vocabulary) and accent enrich or 
impoverish the language? This is a continuing matter for debate among linguists. 
Some argue that regional accents enhance the sense of local community and 
that to abandon them is to give way to the accents of the ruling class. Others 
argue that regional dialects, given their class associations, are socially divisive. 
Dialect is unlikely to disappear and the debate is likely to continue. At the 
moment, however, regional accents seem to be prevailing.

Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• a deep sense of cultural cohesion and unity
• give away regional identity
• deferential attitude
• contradict democratic ideals
• social snobbery and superiority
• trustworthiness
• reliability
• amiability

2. Translate the following sentences using the phrases from exercise 1.
1. Национальные праздники способствуют формированию глубокого 

чувства сплоченности и единения. 2. Некоторые люди стараются спрятать 
акцент, чтобы не выдавать свою региональную идентичность, когда 
приезжают в большие города. 3. Надежность – одно из самых важных 
качеств в человеке. 4. Цензура противоречит демократическим идеалам. 
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5. Дружелюбие тяжело сымитировать. 6. У шотландцев нет такого 
почтительного отношения к королевской семье, как у англичан. 7. Снобизм 
и превосходство могут проявляться через язык. 

3. Study the following words. Translate the underlined sentences 
they are used in. 

Cohesion noun [mass noun]
the action or fact of forming a united whole: the work at present lacks 

cohesion.
• Physics the sticking together of particles of the same substance.

Deference noun [mass noun]
polite submission and respect: he addressed her with the deference due to age.

Emergence noun [mass noun]
1 the process of becoming visible after being concealed: I misjudged the 

timing of my emergence.
• the escape of an insect or other invertebrate from an egg, cocoon, or 

pupal case: the parasite’s eggs hatch synchronously with the emergence of the 
wasp larvae.

2 the process of coming into existence or prominence: the emergence of 
the environmental movement.

4. Fill in the gaps with one of the words: cohesion, deference, 
emergence.

1. Team _____________________ was something that was notoriously 
absent in recent tournaments for England.

2. “We welcome India’s _____________________as a leading global 
power and stronger strategic and defence partner.”

3. We must build the resilience and __________________ of our societies. 

4. An older regime, based variously on _____________________, 
status, and structure, had been dismantled, but with no obvious replacement.

 5. According to the Chief Minister, the _____________________ of 
young creative artists and writers is an indicator of a civilized society.
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6. Even outside the family unit, Koreans are socialised to respect and show 
_____________________ to older individuals as well as authority figures. 

7. On top of that, there is a general unease about the 
future _____________________ of Britain as a nation, the future of Europe, 
and the peace and stability of the wider world.

8. The former President expressed hope that achieving the framework 
for peaceful co-existence and national _____________________ for the 
country was feasible.

9. The Simpsons appears to have predicted many things, including 
the _____________________ of Donald Trump in the political sphere.

 Core Reading

Reading 3

Before you read:
• Does the kind of English you speak affect your chances at a job interview? 
• Which out of these 7 varieties of English will be most likely to guarantee 

success at a job interview?
• Rate them from 1 to 7 with 1 being the best accent to have for a job 

interview. 
• Compare your ideas with the group. 

a a broad or ‘thick’ regional accent - e.g. Scouse (Liverpool), Brummie 
(Birmingham), Cockney (East London), Glaswegian (Glasgow) 

b an educated Scottish accent
c an educated Welsh or Irish accent 
d a ‘posh’ accent (upper class)
e someone who sounds like a BBC announcer 
f ‘RP’ - received pronunciation - a pronunciation that is widely accepted as 

correct 
g an American or Australian accent
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1. Which of the following opinions do you think the article might 
express?

a People with RP give the impression of being confident, intelligent and 
ambitious, even if they are not any of those things.

b People who have strong regional or non-standard accents are perceived 
as less friendly and less honest than RP people.

c The BBC uses announcers with ‘standard’ pronunciation because they will 
be more acceptable both at home and abroad.

d Accents from other countries are preferred because they are ‘classless’.
e A woman who speaks RP is seen as more adventurous and feminine than 

one with a non-standard accent.

2. Read the article and compare your predictions
Well-spoken Employees Wanted
It’s no good just walking in and saying ‘Gissa job’ in thick Scouse, Brummie, 

or Glaswegian. If you want employment, get a ‘proper accent’ or you won’t get 
past the first interview.

Don’t be too posh, though - Oxford accents are off-putting and sounding 
like the Queen will only irritate your prospective employer, especially if you are 
a man.

The accent that will launch you on a glittering career is received pronunciation, 
or RP. This will give the impression that you are confident, intelligent and 
ambitious.
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The ideal voice for getting that job is similar to a BBC announcer’s voice, 
because ‘It’s pleasant to listen to’, according to research by David Davey, a 
chartered psychologist specialising in executive assessment. The comparison 
did not please the BBC whose spokesman said: ‘The BBC accent doesn’t exist 
any more. We have an equal opportunities policy and any accent is acceptable 
provided that it is clearly understood.’

Standard accents are important in jobs that involve contact with customers 
with a wide range of accents, Mr Davey writes in the Institute of Personnel 
Management’s journal, Personnel Plus. ‘But for a research position, intelligence, 
education and experience would heavily outweigh even the worst Cockney or 
Scouse accent.’

There is consolation for those burdened with a strong accent: they are 
seen as friendlier, more generous, more honest and as having a better sense of 
humour than the RP brigade.

Mr Davey says that most educated Scottish accents rate highly, although 
below RP, of course. ‘Educated’ Welsh and Irish accents also score quite highly 
as do the mellower examples of English provincial brogues, such as those from 
Yorkshire and Tyneside.

American, Australian, South-African, Indian and West Indian accents might 
benefit from a certain ‘classless’ factor but all fail to challenge the supremacy 
of standard pronunciation.

RP women are thought to be more confident than women with ‘non-standard 
accents’, and they are also rated more highly in adventurousness, independence 
and femininity12.

3. Discuss the following issues with your group mates.
1. Do dialects and accents enrich or impoverish the language? Justify your 

viewpoint. 
2. Some people want to encourage different dialects of English because 

they admire their richness. Other people think they are socially divisive and 
should be abandoned. Based on the discussion of the texts argue in favour of 
one of the points of view.

12 Adapted from Collie J., Martin A., What’s It Like, Cambridge, University Press, 
2006.



164

UNIT 7

Watching, Listening and Notetaking 

Standard vs. Non-Standard 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGg-2MQVReQ

In his speech on standard and non-standard English, professor David Crystal 
quotes H.T. Wilde saying that fortunately, the great majority of the dialects are 
of little importance. 

Listen and answer the questions.
1. Which adjectives does H. T. Wilde use to describe dialects? 
2. How does Crystal comment on H.T. Wilde’s statement? 
3. Which words do people associate with non-standard English according to 

Crystal? 
4. What does he say about standard English and its peculiarities? 

You may need to listen more than once and take notes in order to 
answer all the questions correctly.

Research and Present

Prepare a 5-minute presentation about one English accent and its peculiarities. Be 
ready to teach your peers to say several phrases and/or sentences using this accent. 
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Part II – Fashion

I. Read the following quotes made by designers. Comment on the 
ones you like best. 

“I think there is beauty in everything. What ‘normal’ people perceive as 
ugly, I can usually see something of beauty in it.” — Alexander McQueen

“Fashion is what you’re offered four times a year by designers. And style is 
what you choose.” — Lauren Hutton

“I always find beauty in things that are odd and imperfect, they are much 
more interesting.” — Marc Jacobs

“The joy of dressing is an art.” — John Galliano

“A little bad taste is like a nice splash of paprika. We all need a splash of 
bad taste — it’s hearty, it’s healthy, it’s physical. I think we could use more of 
it. No taste is what I’m against.” — Diana Vreeland

“Whoever said that money can’t buy happiness, simply didn’t know where 
to go shopping.” — Bo Derek

“Fashion is the armour to survive the reality of everyday life.” — Bill 
Cunningham

“When in doubt, wear red.” — Bill Blass
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 Core Reading

Reading 1

Diversity and the role of subcultures

Before you read: 
What do you associate British or English fashion with? Discuss the question 

with your partner.

1. Skim the text and find out which statements are true
a. British fashion has close connections with street culture.
b. British fashion is strongly influenced by European fashion.
c. British fashion is multicultural in its nature.

2. Read the text again and say if the statements are true or false
1. British fashion is connected with the spheres of photography and 

journalism.
2. British manufacturing industry improved after World War II. 

3. There was one unique dressing code for the British subcultures 
in the 1960s.

5. Subcultures worked out their style without any influence of 
famous designers. 

6. The connection between clothing and music is a distinctive feature 
of British fashion.

7. Skinhead style was influenced by the Pakistani culture.

8. A lot of popular designers working in Britain are not British by 
origin. 

3. Scan the text and say in what context the following things are 
mentioned:

1. King’s Road shop ‘Sex’
2. Manchester
3. Huguenots
4. East End
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Diversity and the role of subcultures

By Caroline Evans
So just what is it that makes British fashion so different, so appealing? 

Although most British fashion is no longer ‘made in England’ (or Scotland) as 
the labels used to proclaim, it retains a strong profile and a distinctive identity. 
UK designers produce fashion that is both striking and innovative, and they 
are well served by the creativity of independent British fashion magazines and 
photographers. Fashion in the UK is part of an exceptionally wide network linking 
it to styling, photography, graphics and journalism, as well as to innovative 
retailing. 

As the manufacturing base began to disintegrate in post-war Britain, 
something else began to surface: youth culture. While American youth culture 
was always allied to mainstream consumer culture, British youth culture, with 
its strong affiliations with the ‘caff’ (the café) and the street, with popular music 
and, from the late 1960s, with emerging drug cultures, tended to be more 
oppositional in both style and content. The dress of teddy boys, for example, 
was a working-class parody of an upper-class Edwardian revival in tailoring. 
Post-war subcultural styles ranged from 1950s teds and rockers to 1960s mods 
and skinheads and 1970s punks. Each subculture generated its own sartorial 
codes and unique style of dress through which it defined itself in opposition to 
the dominant culture. Despite their meticulous attention to dress, subcultures 
were not designer-led, although Vivienne Westwood and Malcolm McLaren’s 
King’s Road shop ‘Sex’ sold the punk bondage trousers and pornographic 
T-shirts designed by the couple and worn by the band McLaren managed, the 
Sex Pistols. Most subcultures were associated with a specific genre of pop music, 
and the close relation of music to fashion is peculiarly British. While much 
mainstream fashion originated from London designers, subcultural groups had 
a lively and varied presence across the UK. In the 1970s, Northern soul had 
its own distinctive dress codes, while in the late 1980s rave culture, sartorially 
characterised by baggy clothes and smiley logos, had emerged from Manchester 
alongside bands such as the Happy Mondays and the Stone Roses. 

Dick Hebdige argued in the 1970s that the history of post-war white 
subcultures reflected the history of race relations in the UK, citing as an example 
the way that Jamaican rude-boy style became incorporated into skinhead style 
in the 1960s. Since then, black subcultures have achieved greater mainstream 
visibility, hybridising and mixing looks such as American hip hop, Jamaican 
dance-hall style, and sharp, East End London tailoring. Great Britain’s historical 
trading strength and its empire have contributed to its multicultural nature in a 
post-colonial age. There have long been tangible connections between immigrant 
populations and British fashion production. Exiled from France, Huguenots 
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settled in London’s Spitalfields in the eighteenth century and established silk-
making communities, while East End tailoring in the nineteenth century was 
largely dominated by Jewish workers from Eastern Europe. The multicultural 
nature of modern Britain in the twenty-first century contributes both to the 
heterogeneity of its youth culture and the vibrancy of its fashion culture; many 
London designers have come from overseas, either as children — John Galliano 
and Hussein Chalayan from, respectively, Gibraltar and Cyprus — or as students 
who came to study and stayed to work: Rifat Ozbek from Turkey, Peter Jensen 
from Denmark, and Sophia Kokosolaki from Greece are just a few. […]

[Adapted from The Cambridge Companion to Modern British Culture. 
Editors, M. Higgins, C. Smith, J. Storey. Publisher, Cambridge University Press., 
2010]
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Vocabulary builder

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text and contextualize 
them. 

2. Translate the phrases into Russian.
• to retain distinctive identity
• innovative retailing
• emerging drug cultures
• meticulous attention to dress
• vibrancy of fashion culture

2. Make up your own sentences 
with these phrases

Watching, Listening and Notetaking 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 

qvj83Pr723Y

1. Do you know anything about the 
British designer Vivienne Westwood? 
Share with your partner. 

2. Listen to the New York Times 
interview with Vivienne Westwood. 
Make notes on the questions the 
reporter asks and Westwood’s 
answers. 

3. Listen again and make more notes on the details. Compare your 
notes with your partner.

4. Make a list of 5-10 questions that you would like to ask Vivienne 
Westwood. 

5. Go to www.vivienwestwood.com and look through the current 
collection. What elements of Britishness or Englishness can you find? 
https://www.viviennewestwood.com/en/women/

6. Choose 3 items from the collection you would like to get. Share 
with your partner. 
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 Core Reading

Reading 2

Youth culture
Before you read: 

According to the text, youth culture had a profound influence on the 
development of fashion. The text mentions the ‘youthquake’ of the 1960s. What 
does it mean? Make predictions. Share with your partner. 

1. Skim the text and check if your predictions are correct. 

2. Read the text and find answers to the following questions.
1. What is special about the British fashion and how is it different from the 

European and American fashion industries? 
2. What was the role of the independent fashion media in the 1950s and 

1960s?
3. What does the writer mean when she says that young fashion designers 

broke all the rules of retail? What examples does she provide to prove the point?
4. What were the young designers’ priorities that seemed to be incompatible 

with business?
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Youth culture
The association of British fashion with youth culture is one of the sources of 

a widely held belief that it is more creative but less commercial than fashion in 
any other country. Industry insiders will comment that fashion shows in Milan 
or New York are more geared to business and industry, whereas London shows 
foreground creativity and innovation and have a different audience, which 
includes students and creative practitioners from other fields. In 1967 Jonathan 
Aitken wrote in The Young Meteors: 

The fashion revolution is the most significant influence on the mood and 
mores of the younger generation of the last decade ... Fashion ... binds the 
entire younger generation with a new sense of identity and vitality. Britain’s 
capital has been given a completely new image at home and abroad.

The ‘youthquake’ of the 1960s cut across several fields: retail, design and 
fashion publishing, and also popular culture and social mores. In fact, many of 
the innovations of the 1960s, especially what was to become a strong tradition 
of innovative fashion publishing, had their roots in the 1950s. Queen magazine 
in the late 1950s, Nova (1965—75), The Face and i-D magazine from 1980 
and, in the 1990s, Dazed and Confused, all provided a platform for innovative 
and independent fashion photography, styling and journalism, unconstrained by 
the commercial considerations that dominated mass-market fashion publishing. 
While none had huge circulations, all were read by an influential elite of taste-
makers and industry insiders and, in due course, exerted a considerable influence 
on the mainstream. 

In the 1960s, an emerging generation of fashion designers broke all the 
rules of retail with chutzpah, often out of sheer ignorance. The young Mary 
Quant, who at the age of twenty-one in 1955 opened her first boutique, Bazaar, 
was, she claimed, so ignorant of the protocols of dressmaking that, unaware 
that she could purchase cloth wholesale, she bought all the materials for her 
earliest designs at Harrods and made them up with pure silk linings from 
amended Butterwicks paper patterns. Quant herself dressed in short gingham 
skirts, knee socks and sandals; her husband and business partner Alexander 
Plunkett Greene wore shantung silk pyjama tops over his mother’s slim-fitting 
trousers. Both looked so outlandish that many conventional rag-trade people 
would not deal with them. Quant ran her early business like a cottage industry 
from her home, often running up clothes on her kitchen table overnight when 
the boutique stock had sold out. 

Such cheerful chaos and uncommercial lack of forward planning continued to 
characterise the way many young British designers worked over the next forty 
years. Dedicated to frenetic clubbing and social life, many were more interested 
in creating an interesting and innovative shop where people could hang out 
than in establishing a business. Their shops were social spaces as much as retail 
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ones; the club atmosphere extended to the catwalk in wild dancing and vamping 
in Quant’s shows of the 1950s, Ossie Clark’s of the 1970s and BodyMap’s of 
the 1980s. Above all, the do-it-yourself ethic of punk rock in the late 1970s 
promulgated a sense that, in street fashion and club culture, anything was 
possible. In 1984, the BodyMap designer Stevie Stewart wrote, ‘There is a new 
generation emerging throughout England today, particularly from London which 
is now looked upon by the rest of the world as a focal point of creative energy 
in fashion, film, video, music and dance.’ He identified a number of features that 
typified London fashion then as it does today: a vibrant, small, independent 
press that reported on new talent and was read worldwide; the importance 
of social life, clubs and music to generate innovative fashion; the traditional 
association of the city with youth and subculture; the interaction of fashion and 
music; and, finally, the way that financial necessity required individuals to work 
in more than one field, crossing over between fashion, club promotion, DJing, 
modelling, film-making and making and selling accessories. […]

[Adapted from The Cambridge Companion to Modern British Culture. 
Editors, M. Higgins, C. Smith, J. Storey. Publisher, Cambridge University Press., 2010]

Vocabulary builder: 

1. Find the following words/phrases in the text. What context are 
they used in? Check out their definition in a dictionary. Do they have 
one or several meanings? 

• chutzpah; 
• (look) outlandish; 
• (out of sheer) ignorance, 
• frenetic (clubbing and social life);
• focal point

2. Fill in the gaps with the words from the following words. 

chutzpah, ignorance, focal point, outlandish, frenetic

1. She is always doing things that violate the dress and groom policy. Getting 
______________________ haircuts and her nails done that violate policy.

2. Food critic Jonathan Gold had the______________________ to take 
immigrants’ cuisine seriously.

3.  I’m really new at electronics so please forgive my newbie ____________.
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4. Take a guided tour to get a feel for the city’s ______________________, 
fascinating blend of old and new, East and West.

5. Mars is today the __________________ of our national space program.
6. We can not deal with a condition we deny. Without knowledge of our 

______________________, we can not seek the knowledge we lack.
7. The King of Australian television captivated audiences with his outlandish 

behaviour and quintessential Aussie charm.
8. The game was being played at a______________________ pace.
9. We are a centre for cross-cultural exchange and a ________________ 

for families interested in a high-quality bilingual education.
 10. I wish I had the ______________________ to engage with her in 

a facebook conversation, it will never happen of course. 
11. Those rent increases are inhuman. Greed, ______________________ 

and indifference are destroying so much of London’s culture.
12. We’ve focused before on how students who even have the 

______________________ to apply to Ivy League colleges (regardless of 
whether or not they gain admission) earn significantly more in their careers 
than do students who do not apply to Ivy League colleges.

13. The ______________________ is what people are going to see 
when they initially walk into the room.

3. Find two more example sentences with each of these words. Use 
google news or the BYU Corpora https://corpus.byu.edu/iweb/. 

Comparative Analysis 
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1. Read the article about the Soviet fashion industry in the 1960s 
and summarise it in English (words: 500) 

http://www.casual-info.ru/moda/wardrobe/168/48658/

2. Compare the development of fashion culture in Britain and the US 
with that of the Soviet Union and Russia. Discuss the issue with your 
group. 

“While American youth culture was always allied to mainstream consumer 
culture, British youth culture, with its strong affiliations with the ‘caff’ (the café) 
and the street, with popular music and, from the late 1960s, with emerging 
drug cultures, tended to be more oppositional in both style and content.”

Current Issues Analysis 

Culture and Fashion in the British media
1. Do you know any current British cultural news? Discuss and share with 

the group.
2. Choose one source from the list below and do mini-research. Skim the 

most important top articles about culture and/or fashion. 
3. Share what you have read with your group mates. Have you read stories 

covering the same news? 
https://www.theguardian.com/tracking/commissioningdesk/uk-culture
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment
https://www.bbc.com/culture/?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.

com%2F
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/past-six-days/2020-07-05/culture
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/fashion
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/magazine/style
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/fashion/

Reading 3

A cult of ‘cool scruffiness’
Before you read: 
• Does the man in the picture look neat or untidy? Prove your point. 
• Can you say that he is stylish? Why?
• Do you think he looks British? Why? 
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1. Read the text and answer the questions:
1. What is ‘fast fashion’? What is it opposed to in the text? Why is it called ‘fast’?
2. Which words describe British fashion in the text? How is it different from 

fashions of other countries? 
3. Brits take pride in ‘wearing a bargain’. How do you understand the 

statement? 
4. What is ‘a cult of cool scruffiness’? Do you agree that a scruffy look can 

be cool? 

A cult of ‘cool scruffiness’
[…] It has only been more recently that small-scale London designers 

have thought it ‘cool’ to combine commerciality with cutting-edge design. 
Independent British designers’ willingness to work for nothing derived from 
the art-school basis of British fashion education in which fashion became allied 
with art rather than popular culture. Recent shifts, however, suggest the larger 
economic context has altered this, in particular the way that the so-called ‘fast 
fashion’ of global high-street brands such as Mango and Zara have issued a 
challenge to the independents as much as the growing success of international 
top-end luxury conglomerates such as Gucci and LVMH, owners of Dior, Louis 
Vuitton and Marc Jacobs. Small independent British fashion designers now have 
to struggle against the culture of cheap fashion more than ever before. While 
British fashion is often strongly individualist and eclectic, with a huge breadth 
of reference, British consumers are unconstrained by the Italian pursuit of the 
bella figura — the desire to present an immaculate appearance, even if one 
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has very little money — or by French ideals of chic and propriety. Rather, as 
the fashion journalist of The Independent newspaper, Susannah Frankel, has 
observed, ‘people in Britain appear to take a certain amount of pride in wearing 
a bargain!’ And the Italian designer Giorgio Armani has written that, while the 
stylish among the English are among the most fashionable in the world ..., in 
England I sometimes think there is an inverse snobbery at work — that the 
wealthier you are, the less well you dress. The Italians don’t really have a cult 
of cool scruffiness, whereas I think the English possibly do. 

The ‘cult of cool scruffiness’ that characterises British ideals of fashionability, far 
removed from ideals of sleek grooming, encourages its designers to take risks on the 
catwalk. And because London fashion is seen as youth-driven and experimental, it is 
common for young designers to move their shows to Paris, New York or Milan once 
they become established. Four of the most noted were Vivienne Westwood, John 
Galliano, Alexander McQueen and Hussein Chalayan, who, together, were largely 
responsible for the increased global attention given to British fashion in the 1990s. 

Britain may be a nation of shopkeepers, and much fashion innovation has been 
in retail, but as a fashion capital London remains small fry in global terms. Many 
lament the passing of the manufacturing base but fashion is no different than the rest 
of British industry in this respect. On the positive side, fashion in Britain continues 
to be networked to a wider field of cultural production than in any other country: 
pop music, subculture, visual art, graphics, photography and magazine publishing 
have all fed into it and contributed to its profile. So too have its heritage of myth 
and its history of textiles and tailoring. Above all, it is predicated on a number of 
paradoxes: between tradition and innovation, between designer and street fashion, 
and between its economic and cultural capital. Indeed, in an information age, it 
may be this last paradox that is the secret of its continuing visibility worldwide. […]

[Adapted from The Cambridge Companion to Modern British Culture. 
Editors, M. Higgins, C. Smith, J. Storey. Publisher, Cambridge University Press., 2010]

Vocabulary builder

1. Find synonymous adjectives for the following words in the text. 
What context are they used in? 

• of limited size 
• innovative or pioneering 
• high quality 
• neat, flawless 
• smooth, elegant 
• dominated by the young 
• untidy 
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2. Fill in the gaps with the words from the previous exercise.
1. Our ________________________ programs spark self-confidence, 

discovery and passion. Young people learn how to use their voice to make 
change in their communities through innovative workshops, cultural outings 
and opportunities to engage with local civic leaders.

2. His subject provides students with an opportunity to plan and carry out 
a _____________________, self-study project within one trimester of study.

3. I think the police assume these ______________________ backpackers 
undoubtedly are carrying drugs, so they’re an easy target. 

4. From jeans bars to ________________________designers like Louis 
Vuitton, San Jose has no shortage of shopping.

5. The dress is in ________________________ condition and has been 
professionally dry cleaned and preserved, it is spotless. 

6. You can never go wrong with a black bag, especially one 
as ____________________ as this. It’s a great bag for any outfit or style.

7. As a result, our students graduate with knowledge of ______________ 
practice informed by the future needs of our industry.

3. Discuss the following questions with your group mates.
1. Do top-end brands always make you look cool?
2. Would you prefer to by a top-end brand item or something from a small-

scale designer? Why?
3. Why don’t people mind overpaying for top-end brand clothing?
4. Do you prefer a scruffy or a sleek look?
4. In which situations is it important for a person to look immaculate?
5. Which industries can you describe as cutting-edge?
6. What youth-driven projects can a country benefit from?
7. Can you describe any social spheres as youth-driven nowadays? 

Research and Present

1. Do Internet research to find current information on one of the 
topics listed below.

2. Present your findings in class.

Guidelines: 
a. Find, read and analyze at least five articles/materials on your issue. 
b. Collect them all in one file. 
c. Make a wordlist of 20+ words/phrases which form a lexical field of 
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your topic. If you use quizlet13 as a vocabulary learning tool, make a quizlet  
set.

d. Summarise and compare the information of all the materials in writing 
(300+ words) using words from your wordlist. 

e. Make a ten-minute presentation of your findings in class. 

List of possible topics for research:
• British subcultures and their fashion style – choose one (teddy boys, mods, 

rockers, skinheads, new romantics, goths, hippies, soulies, ravers, etc.) 
• British designers and their fashion style – choose one (Vivienne Westwood, 

John Galliano, Alexander McQueen, Hussein Chalayan, Stella McCartney, etc.)
• British music scene
• British cinema
• British literature
• Suggest your own topic and discuss it with your teacher before doing research.

Writing an Expository Essay about a Quote 

1. Comment on the following quote. Was it common only for Britain 
in the 1960s or can it be applied for other cultural contexts as well? 
Provide examples. 

“Fashion ... binds the entire younger generation with a new sense of identity 
and vitality.”

2. Write an expository essay on the quote above (Word limit: 300-350). 

What’s your takeaway from the Unit 7? 
Write out five interesting and/or surprising facts that you have learnt from 

the texts, articles or videos. You may want to look through the texts again. 
Share with your partner. 

1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________

13 https://quizlet.com/
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Debate 

Useful language

Expressing opinion:
• As far as I’m concerned…
• Speaking for myself, …
• In my opinion, …
• Personally, I think…
• I’d like to point out that…
• I (strongly) believe that…
• What I mean is…
• The way I see it is…
• I am convinced that…
• I honestly feel that…
• The way I see it is…
• As far as I am concerned, …
• Without doubt, …

Disagreeing:
• I don’t think that…
• I don’t agree.
• I’m afraid I can’t agree.
• Shouldn’t we consider…?
• That’s not entirely true.
• On the contrary, …
• I’m sorry to disagree with you, but…
• Yes, but don’t you think…?
• That’s not the same thing at all.
• I’m afraid I have to disagree.
• I’m not so sure about that.
• It’s unjustifiable to say that./…
• The problem with your point of view is that…
• The truth of the matter is…
• But what about…?
• Don’t you think it is better…?
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Giving Reasons:
• To start with, …
• The reason why...
• That’s why...
• For this reason...
• That’s the reason why…
• Many people think…
• Considering…
• Allowing for the fact that…
• When you consider that…

Debate structure

Party 1 – Government 
Party 2 – Opposition
Moderator 
The Chair of Judges 
Judges 
The order of speeches:
Party 1, Speaker 1 – 3-4 minutes
First round of questions – 5 minutes
Party 2, Speaker 1 – 3-4 minutes
Second round of questions – 5 minutes
Party 1, Speaker 2 – 3-4 minutes
Third round of questions – 5 minutes
Party 2, Speaker 2 – 3-4 minutes
Fourth round of questions – 5 minutes
Party 1, Speaker 3 – 3-4 minutes
Fifth round of questions – 5 minutes
Party 2, Speaker 3 – 3-4 minutes
Sixth round of questions – 5 minutes
Party 1 – 5 minutes
Party 2 – 5 minutes
• Speakers should prepare and develop arguments justifying their point of 

view.
• Your opinion will be more appreciated if you use specific trustworthy 

facts and examples. Remember that your main goal is to persuade the 
judges and make them believe that your point of view is more credible. 
The impact of your speech may not be connected with your personal 
opinion or the judges’ opinion.
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• For their performance each of the speakers will be granted 30 additional 
points in the rating system.

• Moderator is responsible for announcing teams and speakers, controlling 
the time and making sure the debate rules are followed. 

• Judges are not the passive spectators of the show. They observe the 
discussion, listen to all the speakers attentively, analyse their arguments 
and make conclusions. You have to decide which party is more persuasive. 
Use assessment sheets. You will be asked to provide participants with 
detailed feedback at the end of the debates.

Debate rules:
1. Respect each other.
2. Be honest.
3. If you want to ask a question – raise your hand. The speaker has a right 

to choose whether to answer it or to skip it. 
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Writing a Problem-Solution Essay

1. Read the task and the model essay. 

Write about the following topic: 
People who live in large cities face a range of problems in their daily life. 

What are the main problems people in cities face, and how can these problems 
be tackled? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your 
own knowledge or experience. Write at least 250 words.

These days, more and more of us are living in big cities, and urban 
conurbations are expanding all the time. Although cities are very attractive 
places to live, and they provide a wide range of work and leisure opportunities, 
there are also a host of significant social problems affecting cities. This 
essay will examine some of these problems in detail, and then propose some  
solutions. 

One of the biggest problems facing people who live in cities is the high 
property prices. In many cities, buying a house near the centre is out of reach 
for people on the average salary, and they are forced to live outside the city 
and to commute into work. In central London, for instance, the cost of even 
a one-bedroom flat is prohibitive for many people. To solve this problem, the 
government could put more resources into building affordable housing, which 
would allow more people to buy their own home. 

Another issue is traffic and air pollution. Most big cities are overrun with 
cars, and there is a great deal of traffic congestion. The exhaust fumes from 
these cars cause air pollution, and as a consequence, more and more people 
are suffering from respiratory diseases, such as asthma. This problem could be 
addressed by introducing a congestion charge for cars entering the city centre, 
thereby cutting the number of vehicles on the road. 

Finally, another problem is the quality and cost of public transport. That is 
to say, in most capitals, public transport is inefficient and the infrastructure is 
old and inadequate. At the same time, ticket prices are often too high, which 
puts people off using public transport. The way forward must be to invest more 
money in trains and buses, and to slash ticket prices. This would encourage 
more people to use public transport. 

To sum up, although it is clear that cities face a range of problems, it is 
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undoubtedly possible to start to tackle these issues, and improve the quality of 
life in cities. Governments and local councils must take the lead in dealing with 
these problems, otherwise city life will only get worse in the future. (355 words)

1 Complete this table with the key information from the essay

Main idea Supporting idea/example Solution/Consequence

1. High property 
prices

• Too expensive in centre

• Have to live outside and 
commute

• Government- to build 
cheap houses

• Would allow people to 
buy own home in city 
centre

2. 

3.

2. Check the meanings of these phrases in your dictionary.
a. urban conurbations b. a congestion charge c. to slash ticket prices
Structure and Linking
in order to/so as to/ so that
You can use the following constructions to talk about suggestions and 

solutions and to explain why something is done.

3. Look at the example sentences in the box above, and choose the 
correct options to complete these rules.

1 After in order to and so as to, we use a verb / subject.
2 After so that, we use a verb / subject.
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These constructions are also useful for writing about suggestions 
and solutions.

4. Match the two halves of these sentences.
1. The government should ban smoking in public places, …
2. It would be a good idea to ban cars from city centres on Sundays, …
3. Schools should teach children how to cook, …

a. so as to makes cities quieter and cleaner for people to walk around.
b. so that they will be able to eat healthily when they are older and live by 

themselves.
c. in order to cut the number of the deaths from passive smoking.

5. Complete these sentences in a suitable way.
1. It is common for retired people to move out of cities and buy a house in 

the countryside, so that …
2. It would be a good idea to charge for plastic bags in supermarkets, …
3. Many parents with young children only work part time, …
4. In my view, the government ought to put more police officers on the 

streets, …
6. Write a few sentences of your own on the following topics and use so as 

to/in order to/so that:
a. transport
b. economic divide between major cities and small towns and provinces
c. urban ecology

Word-building 
1. Complete these sentences with the correct form of the words in 

brackets. 
a. My uncle is quite well off, and he lives in a really posh 

______________________________. (neighbour) 
b. I come from a really _________________________ city. There are lots 

of factories, and it’s not very beautiful to look at. (industry) 
c. The city centre used to be full of cars, but last year the council 

_________________________ it. Now it’s really nice to walk around centre 
without there being any traffic. (pedestrian) 

d. A lot of people really enjoy the _______________________ of living in 
a big city. In a small town, everyone knows you and knows your business, but 
in a city you can have more freedom. (anonymous) 

e. In some areas of big cities, a lot of people are living 
in_________________________and there is a lot of crime and many social 
issues. (poor) 
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f. There’s a lot of drug- _______________________ crime in the capital. 
The police ought to crack down on drug dealers, in order to reduce this type of 
crime. (relation) 

g. Due to unemployment and a lack of cheap accommodation, there is a 
great deal of _______________________ in many big cities. (homeless) 

h. Many areas of big cities have experienced a process of 
________________________ which means that they have become more 
expensive to live in and many people on a normal salary have to move out to 
cheaper areas. (gentrify)

Although some phrasal verbs are mainly used in speaking, many 
others are suitable for essays. They can help improve your range of 
written vocabulary. 

2. Complete the text below about cities with the phrasal verbs in the 
box. Use a dictionary to help you if necessary and change the tense of 
the verb if you need to. 

bring in/build up/ clog up with/ cut down/ deal with/ get together/ shoot up/ 
set up/ stamp out 

One problem in many big cities is that traffic can 1. _________________ 
in the mornings. By the rush hour, the roads can be 2.__________________ 
cars, and it can take a significant amount of time to get to work or university. 
One way to 3. ____________________ the number of cars on the roads is to 4. 
____________________ a congestion charge, which is a system where drivers 
have to pay a sum of money to be allowed to drive into the city centre. Another 
issue is the problem of rising crime. In many cities, the crime rate has 5. 
___________________ in recent years, and the police find it hard to manage the 
number of cases they have to 6. _____________. One possible solution is for local 
people to 7. ______________________neighbourhood-watch schemes. These 
are where people in a neighbourhood 8. _____________________ and take 
turns to patrol the area at night, in order to try to 9. _______________________ 
crime where they live. 

General vocabulary for writing about solutions 
1. Look at this list of problems. What would be your solution to each 

one? Discuss the issues with your partner and write down your ideas. 
1. It’s really dangerous to cycle in big cities. 
2. Sports centres are really expensive, so many people can’t afford them. 
3. People eat too much junk food. 
4. People don’t recycle newspapers, bottles and plastic enough. 
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5. There are water shortages in some countries because people use too 
much water. 

6. The country depends too much on fossil fuels (coal, oil, gas). 
7. People travel by plane too often, which causes air pollution. 
8. Families don’t eat together as much as they used to. 
9. A lot of litter is dropped in the streets. 
10. Many accidents are caused by people driving while using a mobile phone. 

2. Match these solutions (a-j) to the problems in Exercise 1 (1-10). 
Are your solutions similar? 

a. They should set aside an hour a day to have a meal together.
b. The government should charge people more for using water. 
c. The government should allocate more resources to renewable energy, 

such as wind, tidal and solar power. 
d. The answer is for the government to subsidize sports centres, to make 

sport cheaper. 
e. To deal with this issue, the government could raise the tax on flying.
f. The government should bring in a law to ban people from using their 

mobiles in cars. 
g. It should be made compulsory to recycle your rubbish. 
h. The government should launch a publicity campaign in the media and in 

schools to educate people about healthy eating. 
i. The authorities should have a zero-tolerance policy on people who drop litter. 
j . The government should build more cycle lanes, to make cycling safer. 

Developing topic sentences 
1. Read this topic sentence. Work with a partner and write two more 

sentences to explain it. 
One big problem in cities is the high cost of public transport. 

2. Study these suggestions for developing ideas. Did you use any 
similar techniques in Exercise 1? 

• Linking phrases to explain the main idea: That is to say ,... / In 
other words ,... 

One problem in cities is the cost of public transport. That is to say, in big 
capitals like London, the price of using public transport such as the buses or 
tube, is extremely high. As a result, many people end up spending a significant 
percentage of their income on public transport, or they take their car instead. 

• Giving reasons: This is because ... / The reason is ... 
One issue is that a lot of young children don’t have a healthy diet. This 

is because their parents don’t have time to cook, so they end up having 
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takeaways and processed food. As a consequence, the children get ill and put on  
weight. 

• Describing facts: ... means that ... 
One issue about living in a big city is the stress of getting from one place 

to another. Living in a big city means that it takes at least at hour to get from 
your house to where you want to go, which is very tiring and time consuming. 
For instance, if you want to see a film, you have to leave an hour early if you 
live in a big city, whereas people in small towns can get to the cinema in just a 
few minutes. 

• Describing the result: As a result ,... /As a consequence .... / 
Therefore ,... 

One problem with working at home is that you don’t have contact with 
colleagues. If you are at home, you don’t pick up new ideas from workmates. As 
a result, it is difficult to improve your knowledge and skills. For instance, many 
teachers get good ideas from other teachers in the staff room, but if they tutor 
people in their homes, they don’t get any input from others. 

3. Complete the paragraphs below with linking phrases from the 
box. 

As a consequence/ in other words / …means that …./ The reason is /

One cause of poor student behaviour at school is that many lessons are 
not very interesting. In many cases, the subject material is presented by 
teachers in a dry and uninspiring way. 1. ______________________________ 
that these teachers have not been trained to use the most modern and 
dynamic teaching methods. 2. _______________________________ the 
pupils do not concentrate on the lesson, and instead they behave badly in 
class. One cause of stress in cities is the high cost of living. 3. ___________
______________________ in today’s world, the price of housing, transport, 
food and entertainment is rising all the time. For instance, living in a big city  
4. ______________________________ you have to spend a large proportion 
of your salary on your rent or mortgage, which puts pressure on people to work 
harder and harder to make ends meet. 

In discursive writing it is important to avoid overgeneralisations, 
as they are inaccurate and alienate the reader. Compare the phrases in 
the pairs below.
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4. Say which phrase in each pair will lead to over-generalisation and 
which will make the statement more cautious: 

1. a. Many people believe that…
   b. Everybody knows that…

2. a. People tend to …
  b. People always …

3. a. All rural areas…
   b. The majority of rural areas…

4. a. Not everybody believes that…
   b. Nobody believes that…

5. a. Remote regions are never …
   b. Most remote regions tend not to…

6. a. Metro areas always provide their residents with…
   b. Metro areas commonly provide the majority of their residents with…

5. Group the following phrases into 3 categories: 
1. Outlining a problem
2. Explaining
3. Suggesting solutions: 
a. Nowadays, it seems that …
b. If we ….., we will be able to …. 
c. Over recent years there has been a remarkable …
d. The most obvious solution is to… 
e. There is no doubt that there has been a growing…
f. It has long been recognised that there is a …..
g. It is essential that we…
h. This has led to/caused…
i. One of the causes of ….. is …
j. This is largely due to ….
k. This means that ….
l. Fortunately, there are several ways in which we can tackle this problem…
m. There are a number of reasons for this.
n. There has been a growing concern …… in recent years
o. Resolving …… is a challenging task but there are ways to…
[The tasks in the writing section have been adapted from: 1. Brown R., 

Richards L., IELTS Advantage Writing Skills, Delta Publishing, 2019; Stephens 
M., Longman Exam Skills: New Proficiency Writing, Longman, 2002]
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Extra materials for further discussion:
https://www.ted.com/talks/kiran_bedi_a_police_chief_with_a_difference - 

Director General of the Indian Police Service (8:40)
https://www.ted.com/talks/melvin_russell_i_love_being_a_police_officer_

but_we_need_reform (12) lovely!
https://www.ted.com/talks/catherine_crump_the_small_and_surprisingly_

dangerous_detail_the_police_track_about_you - (5:30)
https://www.ted.com/talks/alan_siegel_let_s_simplify_legal_jargon (4:20)
https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberley_motley_how_i_defend_the_rule_of_law (14) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz_philosophy_in_prison (3:50) 

education in prison
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_pacholke_how_prisons_can_help_

inmates_live_meaningful_lives (10)
https://www.ted.com/talks/nalini_nadkarni_life_science_in_prison (5) moral
https://www.ted.com/talks/trevor_timm_how_free_is_our_freedom_of_

the_press (5)
https://www.ted.com/talks/curtis_wall_street_carroll_how_i_learned_to_

read_and_trade_stocks_in_prison (11) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/karen_tse_how_to_stop_torture (12:30)
https://www.ted.com/talks/marlon_peterson_am_i_not_human_a_call_

for_criminal_justice_reform (5)
https://www.ted.com/talks/anne_milgram_why_smart_statistics_are_the_

key_to_fighting_crime (12:38) – discussion in group – can it be effective?
https://www.ted.com/talks/david_cameron – the next age of government (~14)
https://www.ted.com/talks/ronald_sullivan_how_i_help_free_innocent_

people_from_prison (~12) inspiring!
https://www.ted.com/talks/salil_dudani_how_jails_extort_the_poor (12)
https://www.ted.com/talks/deanna_van_buren_what_a_world_without_

prisons_could_look_like – rather provocative
https://www.ted.com/talks/shaka_senghor_why_your_worst_deeds_

don_t_define_you (12)
Funny/Weird
Strange laws:
07:00 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1HLyUwNA5E
2:00 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnGowz-U2C8
8:34 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4ReKdhb_Gk
6.28 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_NEBE2n3QE
13.00 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxhd4mZEIu4
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Camden Town is a great place to shop if you like clothes that are 
a bit unusual. You’ll see some very strange clothes in this video and 
you’ll also find out what a Cyber-Goth is!

Watch the video and find out. 

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/video-uk/camden-
fashion
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