
Intelligent
Journalist



 2

column  the Intelligent

Kristina Malysheva 
Chief-editor of the journal

T h e r e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n 
widespread public debate 
a b o u t  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f 
intelligence. It’s quite easy to 
explain. People like to judge, 
I  would even say that  i t ’s 
becoming a kind of activity 
we would never give up. Why? 
Because sharing each other’s 
points of views has always 
been a way for personal and 
profess ional  development. 
Only judging (meaning – to 
a n n o u n c e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l 
attitude towards things being 
discussed) helps us out to find 
like-minded people, colleagues 
and friends. 

In this issue our editors group 
has tr ied to collect various 
j u d g e m e n t a l  c o m m e n t s 
on each topic we chose for 
the discussion. Is there any 
intelligence in sport? How is 
it  possible to improve your 
language skills? Is the French 
system of education good 
enough? How is our cultural 
treasure «Anna Karenina» seen 
by the Americans? What does 
it mean to be witty and smart 
from the scientific point of view?
B u t  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  a l l  t h e 
topics  that  have sparked 
o f f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e b a t e . 
Our correspondent reports 
exclusively from London and 
you have the difficult task of 
judging her report. 
People prefer to think that 
judging has never done any 
good. Indeed they say so due 
to the wrong understanding 
of what intelligent comment is. 
Judge it objectively. It’s the only 
way to find the truth or be a little 
bit close to it.

Ludmila Sventsitskaya, 
Executive Editor of the journal

Our new project is the opportunity for the journalism students to 
learn to write in the English language. The students developed their 
abilities to produce something new through imaginative skill us-
ing originality of thinking and a richness of ideas. Both creativity 
and intelligence made them engage in mental experiences that are 
new, unique, or different.The topics were chosen by the students 
themselves, so the stories were different.One of the students was 
interested in Doomsday theories, the other student wrote about in-
tellect, the highest IQ and the most intelligent person in the world.
All the photos taken by Anna Shinkaretskaya showed London in a 
new way. Using new artistic forms she made our project more co-
lourful.Working on the journal “Intelligent” we tried to use some 
criteria: creativity and intelligence. Studies show that intelligence 
has little correlation with creativity; thus, a highly intelligent person 
may not be very creative. But in the process of writing we found 
that there was a direct correlation between creativity and intelli-
gence.As a teacher of English, working with the group A2 Faculty 
of Journalism Lomonosov Moscow State University, I can note 
that the students touched upon a very serious problem: the prob-
lem of intelligence and intellect. In this case, I want to remember 
the words of Arthur Schopenhauer, “Compared with the short 
span of time they live, men of great intellect are like 
huge buildings standing on a small plot of ground. “

editorial
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December 2012 interviews

Many attempts have been made 
by scholars to determine exactly 
what intelligence is. Different 

investigators have emphasized different 
aspects of intelligence in their definitions. 
Some of the psychologists stressed the 
ability to think abstractly others empha-
sized learning and the ability to adapt to 
new situations.

In my view, the word intelligence means the 
capacity to acquire and apply knowledge, the 
ability to perceive and comprehend meaning, 
a great faculty for good judgment and sound 
thought.

Speaking about intelligent people who have 
or indicate a high degree of intelligence and 
mental capacity we might remember:

Elizabeth Watkin-Jones, author of children's 
books. She started to write stories in English 
for children's publications, such as Chicks' 
Own, Bubbles and Fairyland Tales, before she 
turned to writing in Welsh. Between 1939 

and 1949, she won many prizes in the National 
Eisteddfod for novels and stories and short 
plays for children.

Percy Goronwy Thomas, professor of 
English. He was educated at the University of 
Liverpool and Caius College, Cambridge, and 
gained a Litt.D. of the University of Liverpool. 
He worked most of his life in the University 
of London as lecturer in English language 
and medieval literature at Bedford College. 
He surveyed the linguistic changes from the 
fourth century onwards and presented them 
with glimpses into the realms of Germanic and 
Celtic lore. He was the editor of a number of 
medieval and sixteenth-century works and 
author of numerous volumes. His published 
works include: Alfred and the prose of his reign 
(1907 ); Middle English section in the Year's 
Work in English studies (1923 and 1924 ); 
English literature before Chaucer ( 1924).

Robert Recorde, mathematician and 
physician. He graduated at Oxford and 

was elected Fellow of All Souls College in 
1531. Migrating to Cambridge, he studied 
mathematics there and qualified in medicine. 
After a further period of teaching at Oxford he 
settled in London where he practised medicine 
and is said to have been physician to king 
Edward VI and queen Mary. Recorde was the 
pioneer of mathematical writers in England, 
being the first to write treatises on arithmetic, 
algebra, and geometry . His books ran through 
many editions in the 16th and 17th centuries. 
To him is due the invention of the sign of 
equality (=). His chief writing were The 
Grounde of Artes , 1540 , The Whetstone of 
Witte , 1557 , and The Pathway to Knowledge, 
1557; in his works he explains solar and lunar 
eclipses on the Copernican system which he 
was one of the first to adopt in England.

All these people are remembered by their 
great works, so we may call them

highly intelligent people or people of 
intelligence.

What does intelligence 
mean to you?
Could you name people 
you believe to be smart?

Irina 
Muratova 
Head of the 
Department 
of Foreign 
languages 
Associate 
Professor of 
Lomonosov 
Moscow State 
University 
PhD in 
Pedagogy

Ludmila 
Sventsitskaya 

Senior 
Lecturer 

of the 
Department 

of Foreign 
languages, 
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 the Intelligentinterviews

I like being surrounded by intelligent people, 
and Lomonosov Moscow State University 
gives me such a unique opportunity, wheth-

er it's bright students or my colleagues, uni-
versity professors, I'm very lucky to have them 
around.

Communication with smart and clever people 
is always inspiring, it motivates you to constantly 
raise your own qualification standards.

As we are living in the new digital age and infor-
mation flows are sometimes lavish and uncontrol-
lable you can't be the know-it-all, you should find 
what is really important to you and stay true to 
yourself. 

In my terms, an intelligent person is first of 
all an independent thinker, and intelligence 
is an ability to think independently.

You can spend years in the best university and 
even become an educated (or rather a learned) 
person, but you will never become really smart if 
you don’t have a habit of thinking independently.

I meet many intelligent people, and I must ad-
mit that some of them are University professors, 
but some do not have any academic degrees. They 
are smart simply because they are able to make 
their own conclusions from what they see, read or 
hear. They seldom rely on so called ‘public opin-
ion’ and are never mesmerized by the ideas of the 
‘overwhelming majority’.

I am sure that academia (I mean the whole 
community concerned with the pursuit of re-
search, education, and scholarship) should pay 
more attention to the upbringing of independent 
thinkers. It should be one of the most important 
goals of every University.

Yulia Voitova
Senior Teacher 
of the Depart-
ment of Foreign 
languages, 
Moscow State 
University

Tatiana Krasnova
Senior Lecturer 

of the Depart-
ment of Foreign 

languages, 
Moscow State 

UniversityA
le

ks
an

dr
a 

M
it

ro
sh

in
a

A
le

ks
an

dr
a 

M
it

ro
sh

in
a



 5

December 2012 lifestyle

Valeria Chizhikova

People and organizations 
from different parts of our 
planet are ready to welcome 

you in their houses and headquar-
ters, to provide you with food, ac-
commodation and to show you the 
country they live in. Certainly, you 
have to pay for it, but money is not 
needed in this case. You should be 
ready to do some duties: from help-
ing with tidying up to reconstruct-
ing old castles. 

There are some organizations 
which can help you to find a coun-
try and a job you like. It is enough 
to save up money for tickets and visa 
and a journey is in your pocket.

The site www.helpx.net gives you 
a chance to do household chores or 
work on a small farm near the house. 
Each and every person cannot boast 
of growing olive trees in Morocco 
or being a receptionist in a twelve-
place hotel near the ocean in Austra-
lia. Another site www.world4you.ru 
is oriented towards more habitual 
kind of work—volunteering. If you 
are going to China, English will help 
you to teach children in Chinese 
Gongcheng or restore historic build-
ings in local towns.

Lovers of East and Asia will be in-
terested in collaborating with Nek 
Chand Foundation. It is based in 
one of the Indian attraction—a park 

with a great number of stone sculp-
tures, created by one enthusiastic 
man called Nec Chand. The gar-
den had been illegally created for 
18 years and it took a year to con-
vince the authority of not pulling 
down this masterpiece. This park 
needs volunteers who will struggle 
against everlasting graffiti on sculp-
tures, work with tourists and create 
new statues.

So, we can approve or disapprove 
of this low-budget work-travelling, 
we can consider it to be a risky and 
shady enterprise, but there is one 
fact we cannot deny. Now tourism 
provides the perfect opportunity for 
language development.

Travelling as a Lifestyle

The phrase “The world is turning to a global 
village” is not just the words.
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 the Intelligentlifestyle

Veronica Galayda

You don’t know what to put on in 
the morning because you have 
too many clothes in the ward-

robe. In the world where materialistic 
progress has a higher value than spiri-
tual one there are some rival tendencies 
that help people not be obsessed with 
the money. Downshifting is a modern 
philosophy which includes giving up 
common system of values, reducing 
stress and simplifying one's lifestyle.

The philosophy behind «downshift-
ing» isn’t far from asceticism. Such 
living may be characterized by indi-
viduals being satisfied with what they 
need rather than want. If someone 
downshifts, they choose to do a less 
important or difficult job, so that they 
do not have to worry about their work 
and have more time to enjoy their life.

It’s not the whole new idea actu-
ally. I think everyone knows about 
relaxed people in colourful clothes 
called hippies. Hippies were against 
wars and nuclear weapons. They also 
rejected consumerism. Hippies had a 
craving for freedom, the true freedom 
that only those who are not slaves of 
a society can experience. Ultimately, 
the hippie movement came to an end, 
and by the beginning of the eighties 
the remnants of the hippie communi-
ties could no longer maintain their 
lifestyle. However, the hippie message 
remains alive in the hearts of those 
who once dreamed of a society free 
from materialism.

But downshifting is much more 
available and you may change a fi-
nancially rewarding but stressful ca-
reer or lifestyle for a less pressured 

and less highly paid but more fulfill-
ing one. It can be a challenge as far as 
an escape from reality. In other words 
these people just seek safety in flight. 
Moreover, statistics showed that 
more than twenty per cent of people 
are forced to share this ideology as 
they are lost or poor. Forty per cent 
of people eventually change their at-
titude towards society and come back 
to ordinary life. It may happen with 
age. Youngsters are growing up and 
find another way of self-expression. 
Consequently «downshifting» is the 
subculture or a kind of a very amus-
ing experiment which allows people 
to try their own strength but appar-
ently this can’t last forever. 

 Downshifting is a very amusing 
thing and it may lead to the amus-
ing results. 

One more amusing result is a fa-
mous blog called “100 Items Chal-
lenge”, where a guy challenges him-
self to reduce the amount of stuff in 
his life to just one hundred. It started 
as a blog. And this blog, www.guy-
nameddave.com became a sensation 
that inspired hundreds of other blog-
gers to try the same.

We buy stuff we don’t want with money we don’t have 
to impress people we don’t like (Fight club)

Downshift Your Life
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December 2012 science

Ekaterina Shematinova

I.Gift or imprecation?
Our intelligence is a source for the 
future, the reality of the present and 
the mystery of the past. What do we 
really know about it? It’s hard to ex-
plore our real possibilities and to learn 
our true abilities. The other question 
is connected with mind and intellect; 
most people believe them to be the 
same. «Mind is the element of a per-
son that enables them to be aware of 
the world and their experiences, to 
think, and to feel; the faculty of con-
sciousness and thought», it is «a par-
ticular way of thinking, influenced 
by a person’s profession or environ-
ment». (Oxford dictionary) Scientists 
agree that minds are constituted by 
conscious experience and intelligent 
thought. «Intellect is the faculty of 
reasoning and understanding objec-
tively, especially with regard to ab-
stract matters». (Oxford dictionary) 
It probably means that we are unable 
to put the two meanings in one con-
ceptual line.

The latest research shows that our 
mind has several special sections re-
sponsible for intellect. It probably 
means that if some parts of the brain are 
damaged our mind is able to function 
and even our intellect can develop. In-
tellect is the result of natural, social and 
cultural development. 

II. The highest IQ
Speaking about the most intelligent per-
son in the world I can’t help mention-
ing Marilyn vos Savant. She was born 

Smart Feature
Our special scientific issue about brain 
structure and human intelligence
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in 1946. Marilyn is a popular American 
columnist and author. You can take 
her as an ordinary person and there is 
practically nothing unusual about her; 
nothing except one detail: Marilyn’s 
IQ is 228, the highest IQ in the world. 
She passed very serious and challeng-
ing IQ test and got 46\48 points. That 
pretty and very smart woman rose to 
fame through her listing in the Guinness 
Book of World Records when she was 
only 10 year old girl.

Marilyn was once asked: What is 
intellect?

«The essence of intellect is a possibil-

ity to follow the truth, not to yield to the 
religious, family, social and other preju-
dice. It demands the courage and emo-
tional stability. I am considered to be a 
genius because I can evaluate any situa-
tion objectively, impatiently and aloof.»

III. Some interesting
facts about our 
brains: 
The average weight of the brain is 1300 
grams; the brain can’t live without oxy-
gen more than 10 minutes; the brain 
has to perceive more than a thousand 
signals of pain, but unable to feel it.
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 the Intelligentsport

Alina Kutsenko

It can be easily predicted that the 
majority of people suppose that 
there are no intelligent sportsmen 

and that they do not need any brains 
at all. But sometimes the majority is 
not correct. Can people be mistaken? 
I’d like to ask you some questions 
that will probably change your mind. 
Have you ever known any sportsman? 
Have you ever spoken to him? I don’t 
talk about people who are members 
of a gym but they only go in phases, I 
talk about people whose job is to play 
football or baseball. 

A famous proverb says a sound mind 
in a sound body. So when a person 
wants to succeed he has to be good at 
the game so he needs a reasonable level 
of intelligence.

Can you say that chess players are 
not smart? They have to consider ev-
ery combination almost till the end of 
the game! After finishing the career 
some of them can go into politics or do 
their own business. And that happens 
because they have a good education 
and big experience.

One more thing that I’d like to say 
is that swportsmen are just different 

and you simply cannot understand 
their thoughts. Researchers found a 
number of important differences in 
the way we think. If you have ever 
heard the horse riders talk, I’m pret-
ty sure, you haven’t understood any-
thing. Of course, there are probably 
geniuses, who can speak on every 
theme, but they are extraordinary. 
A person cannot be intelligent when 
he knows everything on theory. You 
have to gain the practical experience 
because only the feeling of the pro-
cess gives you the understanding of 
how it works. 

Brainy Sport
Is there any place for intelligence 
at sport?
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December 2012 sport

Aleksandra Mitroshina 

Lots of sportsmen from many 
countries came to Moscow 
in order to struggle for the 

title of the European Champion. 
Both children and adults were doing 
their best competing in categories 
kata (formal complexes of punch-
es and blocks) and kumite (fight) 
on square areas named tatami—all 
names in karate are traditionally 
used in the Japanese pronunciation.

For first, second and third places 
winners got gold, silver and bronze 
medals and huge beautiful cups. One 
of the most successful teams was Ro-
mania team. It won the first team 
place for the big number of medals 
which Roman sportsmen gained dur-
ing the championship. Russian team 
became the silver medalist. 

The competition lasted for three 

days, started from the youngest 
sportsmen and ended with the most 
exciting fights of the adults. The lists 
of the participants included such fa-
mous sportsmen as Rafael Aghaev, 
Inga Sherozia and so on. Everyone 
could talk to them and ask them ques-
tions about their career, plans for the 
future competitions and ask a piece of 
advice. 

On the 7th of October, the final day 
of championship, the participants, the 
referees and the guests could enjoy 
the big show dedicated to the World 
Karate Day. The main idea of this new 
holiday was to develop karate in the 
whole world, so that all karate federa-
tions started struggling for the inclu-
sion of karate in the Olympic Games. 
“I’m sure that karate will become the 
Olympic sport,”—said the President 
of the World Karate Federation. 

European Karate 
Championship in Moscow
Karate will become the Olympic sport. 
The European Kara-
te Championship in 
Moscow was dedi-
cated to the World 
Karate Day and 
took place on Oc-
tober 5-7th, Sport 
Palace Dynamo. 

Karate’s a 
very exciting 
sport, and 

when you know the tech-
nique you can go further and 
further. You need at least 
six or seven years to under-
stand the philosophy and 
concentration of karate to 
know to clean your spirit of 
everything and dedicate your 
mind and body to the sport. 

 Jean Claude Van Damme 

Karate’s a very exciting sport, 
and when you know the 
technique you can go further 
and further. You need at 
least six or seven years to un-
derstand the philosophy and 
concentration of karate to 
know to clean your spirit of 
everything and dedicate your 
mind and body to the sport. 

 Jean Claude Van Damme 
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 the Intelligentsociety

Sandra Adamovich

He was a great and powerful 
man who could send zom-
bie crowds for the assault 

of autocracy. And later like a stroll-
ing musician of Hamelin drowned 
the whole nation in their own blood 
to the sound of the flute in the 
blood of the civil war. Do you have 
any idea, who he was? Yes, it was 
Vladimir Lenin. The wind swayed 
the curtain and the quick shadow 
zipped in the shade of young chest-
nuts. At that time the irretrievable 
step wasn't made. Everything had 
been the day before. He was afraid 
he could be found, but not because 
of his deeds. It was possible to cor-

rect everything when this bad fairy 
hid in his sister's house at № 27 in 
Obraztsov Street.

This house is squeezed between Ud-
murt mission and the bank at the depth 
of Obraztsov Street now. There was 
the commemorative plaque with the 
sign of that period of Lenin’s life when 
he was vulnerable and his sister Ann 
Elizarova-Ulyanova helped him to hide 
from the police. There is a small house, 
but its door is boarded and there is no 
commemorative plaque. Nothing can 
remember the great malefactor lived 
here. However this building wasn’t de-
molished yet.

Do you remember the old Soviet film 
"Three Poplars in Plyushchikha"? It 

makes your flash creep, when you see 
the facade of 200 year old house with 
smashed windows through which the 
cloudy sky is seen. So, only the front 
wall remains. The other three are de-
stroyed. Why did they do it? They 
want to have the facade and to build the 
new interiors, as it was done with the 
manor house of General Dokhturov's 
widow.

 This house is situated in Volkhonka 
Street. It is Ilia Glazunov’s gallery now 
in front of The Pushkinskiy Museum 
of Fine Arts. There used to be the 
House of Culture. My father learned 
to draw there. Some years ago dur-
ing “Night at the Museum” action we 
decided to visit Glazunov’s gallery. 

The Society of the Future 
is the Society with the Past
Destroying our property becomes a tendency.
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December 2012 society

Father told me it had wonderful inte-
rior with the incredible marble ladder 
in the middle of the ground floor. How 
surprised were we when we couldn’t 
find the massive ladder in the middle 
of the hall. Father said: “I remember 
exactly there was the ladder!” When 
we decided to go home and took our 
clothes from the cloakroom, father 
told the cloakroom attendant he didn’t 
recognize the interior. She said it was 
normal because only the facade was 
original and all inside part of the house 
was destroyed and restructured, that is 
why there was no central ladder. It was 
the real “cultural” shock.

 There are so many examples of such 
sacrilegious destructions around Mos-
cow. In the house at №22 On Tverskoy 
boulevard The Moscow Art Theatre 
named after Anton Chekhov is situated. 
In front of it by incredible chance there 
is the theatre named after Pushkin. You 
think: “Where is Pushkin?” The Mos-
cow Art Theatre is the modern building. 
Instead of it there used to be Kologriv’s 
house. He was the general of the cavalry 
and the participant of the battle of Aus-
terlitz. What for was it destroyed? No-
body knows. In this house Pushkin met 
Natalie Goncharova for the first time. 
After this meeting he wrote: “When I 
saw her for the first time, they barely 
began to notice her beauty in high life. I 
came to love her, I was dizzy with her…”

I think not many people remember 
the way Prospect Mira looked like. 
Instead of busy route there were small 
roads with old houses. Scarcely the 
builders of The Olympic sport com-
plex knew one of the houses which 
was demolished there. Top-ranking of-
ficial, who was Margarita Smirnova’s 
husband, lived there. The yellow flow-
ers M. Bulgakov saw in her hands in 
Meschanskaya Street at № 1 in the 
spring of 1930 or 1931. He introduced 
himself to her and they began to talk 
about literature and Leo Tolstoy. They 
walked from Riga railway station to 

Sukharevskaya Square and couldn’t 
part with each other. This woman, who 
lived in that demolished house was the 
prototype of the famous much-talked-
off character.

Speaking about other countries we 
may say that lots of Gothic monuments 
remain in France and in the Nether-
lands. In these countries there are the 
laws, which prohibit new owners to re-
structure the monuments. The people 
are allowed to buy them and live in 
them, but they can’t change its layout 
and even repair must be coordinated 
with special government body. Only in 
Russia, especially in its heart – Moscow 
the historical spirit practically disap-
peared. When you walk along Arbat 
Street you feel that the facades of the 
ancient buildings look at you with eye 
sockets of their windows and you un-
derstand they are not the monuments 
already. They are the prepared dead 
bodies. These brown stones don’t re-
member the 100 year old events. They 
only remind us about sacrilege of our 
high-ranking officials.

We forget the primordial names of the 

streets, destroy the buildings and if we 
save it, we scrape off everything inside. 
The people’s memory goes away togeth-
er with our destroyed property. Arm-
in –arm with memory the history goes 
away from people’s mind. With such 
destructions people will forget not only 
their history, but their grandfathers’ 
and great-grandfathers’ names. After 
the October Revolution the new So-
viet power tried to cover up the tracks 
of their crimes. Destroying monuments 
and historical names they tried to wipe 
everything off the people’s memory, and 
if it is necessary to wipe people off too. If 
the nation doesn’t know its own history 
it will repeat because the history repeats 
itself twice: the first time as tragedy, the 
second time as farce.

Remember! We have the gene of 
destruction in our blood. We like to 
destroy to sing proudly later: “We our 
own, we new world will build!” We are 
building now too… Lest have to destroy 
again to erect later. Unfortunately, we 
forget one thing we could never rebuild 
the history in young minds, who will 
destroy everything forever.

“The ministry WILL protect the cul-
tural legacy of our capital” Sergey 

Sobyanin, 2010. Any result?
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 the Intelligenteducation

Anastasia Lazarenko

Many people complain that 
despite studying hard and 
developing the skills need-

ed to master a new language they 
still cannot overcome the language 
barrier. So, we’ve got a question: is 
it possible to speak two or more lan-
guages as the native one not being 
naturally bilingual? In the modern 
society knowing foreign languages is 
a must and there are many developed 
techniques which can help learners 
to shorten a period of a language ac-
quisition. But the history shows us 
many jaw-dropping examples of peo-
ple who managed to learn languages 
without using any of these methods. 

Cardinal Giuseppe Caspar Mez-
zofanti (1774—1849) was one of 
the most well-known polyglots 
who spoke fluently 39 languages. It 
is the fact that his language marvel 
helped him climb a career ladder 
and earn the respect of Lord By-
ron who described Mezzofanti as 
“a monster of languages who ought 
to have existed at the time of the 
Tower of Babel, as the universal in-
terpreter”. 

Another “language monster” 
Emil Krebs (1867-1930) lived in 
Germany and he managed to learn 
120 languages. He worked at the 
German Embassy in China. 

Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy (1828-

1910), a Great Russian writer and 
thinker, was excellent at Russian, 
German, French, and English. 
Moreover, he could read in Greek, 
Latin, Spanish, Italian, Czech, Pol-
ish, Bulgarian and other languages.

How did they succeed? Was it a 
miracle or did they have any abilities?

According to the book “An Inter-
preter around the World”, written 
by Kato Lomb, a Hungarian inter-
preter and translator we learned 
that she was a student of average 
ability but she managed to master 
17 foreign languages.

The secret is that speech is an au-
tomatic subconscious process ex-
pressed in the form of words based 
on ready images in our memory. 
That’s why you should try to make 
your head not remember words but 
to “feel” them as if you didn’t know 
any other explication to the object. 
It’s time to burn bridges!

 I wonder if you are enamored of 
one country and its films, books. 
Do you feel a strong desire to 
speak to its inhabitants and to fill 
them up with questions in their 
native language? Congratulations, 
you have all the chance to join the 
ranks of polyglots! 

Did you know that…
- …the question “How many lan-

guages are there in the world?” 
still has no exact answer? Ac-
cording to the linguists there are 
approximately more than 7 000 
languages but this number varies 
depending on the method of clas-
sification.

Do You Speak…? 
It’s Time to Burn Bridges
There is hardly anyone who has never won-
dered about the secret of being on the same 
wavelength with a foreign interlocutor while 
communicating. 
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Anastasia Naumenko

It all started three years ago, 
when I first went to French sum-
mer school, called Ecole de Ter-

sac. I was 15, had my long-awaited 
holidays after an exhausting school 
year, so I wasn't looking forward to 
going to France to study. That was 
my parents' decision to send me to 
that kind of a boarding school, where 
the rules are as strict as in Lyseum of 
Tsar Village.

You can’t imagine how organized our 
life was there! 

We had the girls' tutor (we were to call 
her «Madam»). We were always woken 
up at 7 am sharp, morning classes began 
at 9 am. After lunch we had an exam 
every day. Then we did sports. After 
dinner at 8 pm we all were to sit in the 
classrooms till 9 pm (the girls and the 
boys separately) doing homework under 
Madam's eye. At 9 45 everybody had to 
be in their rooms. At 10 pm the light was 
irrevocably turned off.

This trip gave me the great start for 
learning a language, some nice and un-
usual people, with whom I still communi-
cate. But the most valuable thing is that 
I got the idea of discipline. But, I'm sure, 
it will help me in any situation. I gained 
some practical experience that really 
made me older. 

Well, I did the same course the next 
summer as well. It all went great! But this 
June was extremely different…

I turned 18 and got the opportunity to 
study in Paris and live on my own there.

‘Paris Langues’ was international and 
looked more like ordinary language cours-
es (like in Russia or England, for example), 
but the education system was quite differ-
ent. The schedule was rather busy, because 
we had morning classes and after that we 
had more and more time to relax by the 
end of the classes. That does not look like 
the way we have it in our schools or uni-
versities, where pupils and students are 
exhausted and extremely tired to the end 
of the day. What also attracts is the subject 
we had. It is called Methodology. It helps 

students to organize themselves and to un-
derstand, how to remember that amount of 
information and for what reason. I would 
say it really works! However, the teachers 
in the capital of France turned out to be a 
bit careless. They were rather happy to use 
English instead of French or not to check 
our homework. I also noticed one strange 
thing – the taste and style (relating to 
literature, cinema, clothes) of Parisians 
is slipshod while the citizens of Bordeaux 
suburbs are classical, which, in my opinion, 
makes them more authoritative.

Speaking about the French summer 
schools I’ve been to, I hope, I managed to 
show some interesting pros and cons of the 
system of education. Anyway, I am keen 
on French education system itself and 
obsessed by culture and antagonistic out-
look, interlacing with a very good style. 

Interesting facts
•All French students study Philoso-

phy in their last year of high school. 
France is one of the few European coun-
tries (with Spain, Italy and Portugal) 
which requires this. Questions for a 

4-hour dissertation in 2003 : "Is dialog 
the path to truth ?", "Why are we sensi-
tive to beauty?", "Is happiness a private 
matter?". Paris has many cafés where 
people discuss philosophical topics, with 
the help of a moderator.

•Education is almost free at all lev-
els (tuition around $200 a year at Sor-
bonne) except for private schools and 
business schools. 26% of university 
students receive scholarships. But it is 
a fact that French Universities do not 
offer as many services and facilities as 
American universities and from this 
standpoint, only Grandes Ecoles com-
pare to the US system.

•France has a dual system for higher 
education: "Universités" and "Grandes 
Ecoles"; the latter (less than 5% of stu-
dents) requires very competitive selec-
tion entry exams. "Grandes Ecoles" sys-
tem concerns mostly science and business 
studies. For medical and law studies, 
there are no Grandes Ecoles but univer-
sities have developed selection systems in 
the course of the studies.
Source—www.understandfrance.org

Intelligent Comment on French 
School Education System for 
Foreigners
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This October I visited England for the fifth time. I went 
there alone and met friends in Oxford, Birmingham, and 
London. Last time I was there six years ago and some-

thing changed during all this time – I changed, I guess, kind of 
grew up. The feelings I had this time were absolutely different, 
except for the excitement, which didn’t disappear. This time I 
travelled by trains and buses a lot – always on my own, saw a 
new city – Birmingham which seemed to me “not English” at all. 
The main thing I felt was the greatest respect for each other’s 
“privacy”. That famous “privacy” which is so important for the 
British – and it doesn’t only mean the property. It doesn’t mat-

ter where you are – either in the tube, or in the pub, museum, 
restaurant, in a crowd at the railway station– you just feel that 
you always have your own “space”, which is only yours and no 
one wants to get inside. These Europeans suddenly became very 
different from the rest of Europe – The English Channel cuts 
them not only in the territorial way but also in a way of thinking, 
in a way of mentality. 

While I was travelling, I was taking photos. I got everything – 
fog and rain – practically for the whole 3 days. But all that never 
spoilt the impression and only helped to make the picture even 
more complete.

Photoshoot in London
Our journalist Anna Shinkaretskaya reports exclu-
sively from the capital of Great Britain. You are 
welcome to comment on the story.

OXF Railway Station. The road to Birmingham takes one hour, a return ticket costs 33 pounds 
which is about 1500 rubles. But you’re travelling in a comfortable armchair inside a lightened 
clear train and offered tea and coffee.
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Channels in Oxford. People live in the boats which are in the background for the whole year.
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Oxford University Press – we buy their dictionaries and student books.
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Calm Adelaide street – you can never mix it up with noisy crowded streets of other cities.

Anastasia Soshnikova

It is the famous adaptation of 
the best-selling novel “Before I 
Die” by Jenny Downham. And 

that makes sense. The plot has been 
masterly reproduced and interpreted 
by the skilful director Oliver Park-
er, already known for his “Othello” 
(1995), “An Ideal Husband” (1999) 
and “Dorian Gray” (2009).

The story is about a girl Tessa, 
starred by Dakota Fanning, who’s dy-
ing of leukemia. She is only 17 and at 
the end of the life she makes up the 
list of things she must carry out before 
she dies. It includes such items as try-
ing drugs, breaking the law and many 
other teenagers’ temptations. But it 
is her real love that she would experi-

ence and the one she didn’t really ex-
pect to happen. 

It may seem that the topic itself is 
rather stale. Earlier there was a range 
of movies – “Knockin' On Heaven's 
Door” (1997), “Sweet November” 
(2001), “A Walk to Remember” (2002) 
– which told the similar stories.

To my mind, the picture is worth see-
ing – first of all because of the great in-
terest aroused by the book. But certain-
ly it’s impossible to make one’s opinion 
up until you watch the movie yourself. 
And there is one more reason to go to 
that movie- to observe Dakota’s playing 
who claims that she has never thought 
of herself as a child star. Well, as they 
say, growing up happens to Hollywood 
stars when they start to perform.

Now Is Good
A Russian release of the drama movie 
“Now is Good” will take place in the 
middle of December 2012. 
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Maria Eremina

The new Anna Karenina is 
played by Keira Knightley. Joe 
Wright’s film was shown in the 

USA on 7th September but Russian 
viewers will see it only in January. Is 
it the thing which must be seen? On 
the one hand, the film is a beautiful 
screenplay from Tolstoy’s 950-page 
novel. It is a sad story of love and duty. 
Anna Karenina is the artless wife and 
mother, married to a pinched and prim 
government official, Alexei Karenin. 
But Anna succumbed to passion and 
escaped from her husband with Vron-
sky. Her new life seemed to be happy, 
but Vronsky wanted some freedom, 
the relations between the lovers be-
came worse and this led to the tragedy. 
In other words, the great story about 
forbidden love can be seen on a big 
screen. But this variant of Tolstoy's 
novel is fresh: the action takes place 
in the theatre. Wright made this de-
viation from the original to show how 
factitious the life of aristocrats was. 
And frankly speaking this director's 
idea made the film really interesting 
and modern. The Observer writes that 
“Knightley's Anna has the right com-
bination of passion, confusion, cruelty 
and near madness, and there's a bril-
liant moment (which comes out of the 
novel) where she reveals her physical 
revulsion for her husband by angrily 
criticising his irritating habit of crack-
ing his knuckles”.

But lots of Russian critics write that 
American actors can’t show our Russian 
soul. As one anonymous writer in the 
Internet says that Knightley is Knight-
ley and she is not very good as Anna. 
But Jude Law gives a thoroughly intel-
ligent performance playing Vronsky. So 
the new “Anna Karenina” is beautiful, 
marvellous and fascinating and if you 
haven’t ever read the original book this 
film is for you. You will plunge into the 
plot worrying about Anna and wonder-
ing if she will be happy. That's why for 
the majority of European teenagers the 
screening was rather interesting. But if 
you have read Tolstoy’s novel, you will 
be disappointed. The characters are not 
so deep and the emotions are not so 
bright. It is a pretty sad tale not a seri-
ous Russian novel.

American Anna
The posters show us the characters of 
world-famous “Anna Karenina”.

Robert Pattison could perform Vronskiy on a new film. Kate Blan-
shett and Benedict Cumberbatch also cast.
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Dmitry Lebedev

Modern art is a strange thing. 
You can never know the way 
you see it or understand it. 

The time we live at is the time of experi-
ments, new tries and surprises. Mostly, 
all this is supposed to shock us. And 
within a multitude of cultural traps it 
is just a wonderful thing to experience 
something clean. The performance “The 
Latest Love” in the theatre on Malaya 
Bronnaya was this kind.
A play is based on the story by Isaac Ba-

shevis Singer (Izhac Zinger), a Jewish-
American author, the winner of the No-
bel Prize for literature. The play is full of 
quiet sadness changing to laughing and 
back. And I can say that a scenario is writ-
ten even better than a story which it was 
based on.
The play begins with a description of the 

main hero and his lifestyle. Harry Ben-
diner (performed by Leonid Kanevsky), 
an old Polish Jew, lives in Miami full of 
memories, regrets, and contempt for wom-
en. His life totally suits him. He is satis-
fied with it before his partner and close 
friend Mark (Emmanuil Vitorgan) tells 
him that he should leave for Israel. The 
perspective of being alone scares Harry, 
but the only idea of having a woman near 
him or getting married makes him furious.
But everything changes when he meets 

a woman Etel (Klara Novikova). Harry’s 
new neighbour is in love again. Now Mark 
can leave for Israel because he knows – 
Harry is safe. 
The play ends with the death of Etel. 

She commits suicide because of renewed 
memories and “joins her husband”…
A touching story full of light Jewish sad-

ness can leave nobody indifferent or unin-
terested. As classical stories and novels by 
Shalom Aleichem the play is permeated 
with specific humour, sometimes vulgar 
but easily understood. Each time you 
laugh you feel that everything is good. 
But people who know—always keep the 
feeling of near tragedy. And during the 
whole final scene you cry. But the sor-
row is bright. Each Jewish story contains 
the whole history of Jewish people – both 
endless pain and living hope.

Mourning for the 
Latest Love

A couple of days ago I saw a per-
formance «The latest love» in the 
Theatre on Malaya Bronnaya.
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Denis Lyubich
- I can play anywhere. I just 

want to play music, I love 
to play music! And no mat-
ter how many people could 
come to a gig – it would be 
great if at least one person is 
touched—said Soko to the 
organizers of a 2 in 1 inter-
national movie festival which 
took place in Moscow, in 
35 mm cinema from 19th to 
22nd of October. 
She was invited as a lead 

role performer in an art-
house movie which is called 
“Augustine” and which was 
shown during the festival 
program. Although it’s not 
her first role, acting doesn’t 
seem to be Soko’s profession 
– she is famous for her musi-
cal work and she really loves 
to make the sounds of music 
– she declares her love to mu-
sic almost every four minutes.
We overheard part of her 

conversation with the festi-
val organizers when Tem and 
I went to an ex-cafe “Cherny-
shevsky” to drink a cup of cof-

fee before a movie. The cafe 
was out of work, however, 
the doors were open and we 
entered I saw Soko, a beauti-
ful young girl with long black 
hair, her eyes sparkled with 
excitement. She was dressed 
like a skateboarder, talking 
to Lida, her guide and faith-
ful helper in Moscow and a 
mature man who looked like 
a big producer. A perfect tall 
man with long curls, who 
looked like a mixture of Jim 
Morrison and Apollo, was sit-
ting near her. It was Max, her 
guitarist, “her friend and her 
brother” as she says. Every 
man knows how sad it is to be 
a “friend” and a “brother” for 
a girl. Well, never mind. 
 The organizers paid no at-

tention to the two suspicious 
guys entering the closed cafe 
and taking the place right 
next to them. Soko gave me 
a little smile which was a big 
surprise for me. And it in-
spired me to come closer and 
to talk to her. The conversa-
tion wasn’t that long, the 

movie was about to begin and 
we went to the cinema hall. 
It was an old movie about 
Tchaikovsky directed by Ken 
Russell – it was great but I 
wasn’t in the mood to watch 
it. And Soko’s mood was like-
ly to be the same as mine be-
cause she left the cinema af-
ter an hour. I saw her walking 
outside and I thought that I 
would never see her.
When the movie was over 

I remembered that she was 
talking about a gig she want-
ed to play the day after and 
I decided to learn about it. 
Her guitarist was more pa-
tient than her or he just loved 
Tchaikovsky so he silently 
watched the movie after the 
credits. I came to him when 
we went outside the cinema 
and asked about a gig.
- It will be tomorrow – 

somewhere. We don’t know 
where. Soko will post it on 
her facebook. 
He didn’t lie. The post ap-

peared at half past 6 p.m., 
6 hours before the gig. It 
seemed that Soko didn’t 
want it to be a great event, 
just a friends’ get-together. 
It took place at a Blur cafe. 
I came 20 minutes before 
the gig, the hall was empty, 
I chose the table which was 
the nearest to the stage and 
which was not reserved at 
the same time. Only one table 
was occupied at that moment 
by two strange women in furs 
with identically similar faces. 
The only difference between 
them was the color of their 
hair – one was brunette and 

the other was blonde. I or-
dered a cup of espresso and 
started to wait for something 
that might happen. 
Musicians came to the stage 

and began to play after a long 
and tiring sound check.
And then it started. 
- My voice is very weak and 

silent. So why won’t you 
come closer and sit here, next 
to the stage, to make the at-
mosphere more intimate – 
she said to the audience be-
fore she began her “tiny little 
show in a fairy town”.
And then she started her 

singing, not a real singing, 
but sweet, tender whisper-
ing, a very personal conver-
sation with every listener. 
She called her voice “weak” 
but it was just a kind of 
modesty – while the melody 
gained momentum she was 
freeing herself from silence 
and sang loudly, clearly and 
powerfully. I wonder how 
much power can be kept by 
this fragile girl who looks like 
an eternal teenager.
At the end of the perfor-

mance the whole club was 
singing along her songs, all 
together we made perfect 
harmonies and we existed in 
one perfect harmony. How-
ever, all good things come to 
an end and the performance 
was over as well. I thanked 
Soko for a great show, wished 
her good luck and went out 
to the dark, windy street 
looking for a car which could 
take me to the nearest bar 
where I could write what had 
just happened.

Making the Sound of Music

Last Minute 
Intimate 
Free Show 
from SoKo
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Yana Kremneva 

In concern with the Multime-
dia Art Museum, «The Moscow 
Times»—daily Russian-English 

newspaper opened an exhibition: 
«MOSCOW. TIMES. 1992—2012. 
PEOPLE. EVENTS. CITY».
The news in the pictures is not the new 

milestone in the history or the part of 
the era in all of integrity. The exposition 
just shows unique people, the faces of 
Russians. Once it all was included in the 
historical chronicle. 
Here you will see an echo of the explo-

sion in the subway near the metro sta-

tion "Pushkinskaya", the construction 
of an underground shopping center 
"Okhotny Ryad" in August 1995, smog 
in 2010. The works that were represent-
ed by Igor Tabakov and Oleg Philonov 
make you smile and think not only about 
our past, but our future. You will find 
kindness in the photos associated with 
great moments in the fate of Russia.
The newspaper correspondents write 

on the holiday site: «The selected 
works comprise the MT's most capti-
vating images of Russia over the past 
two decades, as seen through the eyes 
of foreign journalists».

«The Moscow Times» –
20 Years Later…
Three weeks photo exhibition was opened in the 
Multimedia Art Museum, October 2 in honor of 
20anniversary of «The Moscow Times».

exhibition
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Ayla Belousova 

From the Mayan perspective and from many other 
perspectives: These are the End Times. This is the 
time of prophecy about a 2012 Doomsday. There 

are a lot of theories about the end of the world. 
One of the main theories is that the Mayan calendar 

ends on Dec. 21, 2012. The Mayans studied our sun 
and made their prophecies based on the cycles of the 
sun. Based on their observations, the Mayans predict-
ed that from the initial date of the start of their civi-
lization, 3113 B.C., one cycle being completed would 
be 5,125 years in their future, Dec. 21, 2012. The sun, 
having received a powerful ray of synchronizing light 
from the center of the galaxy, would change its polarity 
which would produce a great cosmic event that would 

propel human kind to be ready to cross into a new era, 
"The Golden Age."
The second theory is Planet Nibiru. This planet, 

named Nibiru, is also referred to the 12th Planet, the 
Red Planet or Planet X. It is believed that Nibiru and 
her satellites responsible for the destruction of Mal-
dek, is currently the asteroid belt. It also assumes that 
it is Nibiru has caused some change in the axis of the 
planets in our solar system and caused the craters and 
cracks on the surface of the moon. A lot of scientists 
believe that Nibiru or Planet X is coming to destroy 
the Earth in 2012. 
We don't know whether these theories are real or not, 

but it becomes clear that this is nothing more than 
fairy tales.

Impossible Is Possible or 
Doomsday 2012

If you are reading this 
you are living in one of 
the most interesting times
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 The smartest things you can do to be successful: 
1. Set goals once a week. Do the important things first. 
2. Further your education. Keep in mind an education isn't the junk 

you are forced to do in school for diplomas and degrees; it's an under-
standing of the world around you.
3. Cultivate an interest in subjects like current events, interesting 

facts, funny and inspiring quotations, good books and movies, scien-
tific studies and interesting inventions.
4. Work on your vocabulary. 
5. Read good books. They will make you both appear and be smarter.
6. Read several newspapers every day.
7. Exercise your mind.
8. Try learning a new language.
9. Visit new places as much as you can. If possible, try to visit other 

countries too.
10. Observe people at every opportunity. Human behaviour and the 

knowledge of it is a major key to understand a lot of things around.
11. Start before and work later than your competitors. The more 

you work the better your life might be.

On this page we have gathered 
the smartest things done by 
people all over the world

You might get the tips for your own 
ideas. Also we have collected the things 
the intelligent person ought to do.

• «The smartest thing I ever did was fall in love with you» 
  Brad, 44 year old, Canada

• «The smartest thing I did was to work hard all my life, it paid off 
in the long run... Retired now and love it» 
  Frederick, 37, Germany

• «I wasn’t afraid to stand up to my classmates while I was in col-
lege and that’s how I could save my essential character» 
  Elena, 20, Russia
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It was excellent experience! I liked it!

Ayla Belousova Anastasia Lazarenko

Working on “Intelligent” was an amazing com-
bination of creative freedom and learning!

Yana Kremneva

We created not a product, but the universe of 
knowledge.

Sanda Adamovich

Editorial board of our journal is the group of 
clever and really talented people.

Alina Kutsenko

Working on such a marvelous project was quite 
interesting and fascinating!

Valeria Chizhikova

It was amazing working with the foreign lan-
guage! Must be continued. 

Dmitry Lebedev

Contributing to a great project writing about 
things you like—priceless.

Maria Eremina

We faced a lot of problems but it helped us to 
feel and act like a team.

Veronica Galayda

We have built a new kind of relationships in the 
group.

Aleksandra Mitroshina

Trying to do everything in a short time was a 
very worthwhile experience!

Kristina Malysheva

I’m proud that we’ve finally made the project 
and really grateful to the professors. 

Denis Lyubich

It was awesome—such a great feeling to do 
something big and important! 

Anastasia Naumenko

I truly enjoyed working on the journal as I  
have got the idea of what jornalism is at last.

Anna Shinkaretskaya

That was a pleasure to collaborate with people 
working on this journal.

Anastasia Soshnikova

Surely this journal has become the most wanted 
New Year’s gift for all of us!

Ekaterina Shematinova

I’m sure that it won’t be for the birds. I hope 
that the journal will be read with pleasure.
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